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ADVERTISEMENT. 

TH E defign of hi (lory is to in- 
ftrufl: and amufe : for wbich 
reafon it is the univerfal ftudy of man- 
kind, and agreeable to all orders and 
degrees of men* The hermit, who, 
weary of himfelf and his cell, feeks 
to enliven the flow-p^ced hours, whilft 
he is running over the pages that re* 
late the fludiaating and various appear^ 
ances of human adlions, foon forgets 
his folitude, and fancies himfelftranf- 
ported into the midft* of tumult and 
agitation.. The fcholar finds a multi- 
plicity of materials in this occupation 
to fpur him on to the exertion of his 
talents, and the difplay of ufeful criti- 
cifm, upon different ages and events. 
The wit extra^s from this fource an 
inexhauftible fucceflion of new and 
brilliant, paflages, which enable iim 
A 2. to 
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^ to iliine §i>d to plpafe ; but to. the 
^1 pKno^pher aldnq it appertainsf to ft tidy 
.'in innor^ the /cji|?nce of man i to dif- 
qerti, under the deceitfal veil of por 
. licy, the true fpriugs and fecret ma- 
phines that give movement to the paf- 
fions. In vain does the Pyrrhonift ep- 
, deavour to exten4 his increduUty ta 
the reality pf.thofe objects .which 
hiftory prefents to us, puttiag hillor 
riansT on a level with romancers : the 
probability of the narraticm,. the ip- 
conteftible authenticity of the prin<3- 
pal materials, and the cftabliflied be- 
lief of the fa<£ts related, will always 
be fufficient to fupport the authority 
of hiftory, and oblige us to regard that 
fpecies of reading as eflentially ne- 
ceflfary to a good education. 

Hiftory is of feveral denominati^r^ : 
that ipecies of it which is univerfal,, 
and comprehends all nationsj mtogks 
in its vaft defign aa ap^azing varfetyof 
a^ojrs and events ; it paints in a great 
' . ftyle: 
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ftylc : hurried 6n by 'thfe rapidity of. 
its pfdgreft, h can ndtbef fiiiifti nor 
evch fltetth'the outlines ot any parti- 
cular objetft. For this reafon' it lie- 
comes ncccflary to detach ftom thefc 
voluminous compilations, thofe cele- 
brated petfonages, whofe charadters 
'We v^ould more clofely examine, and 
whofe aftions merit a greater degree of 
attention. It is true, there are la* 
borious compilers of detached me- 
moirs who carefully ftek, fagacioufly^ 
examine; and diligently put together 
every circumflance that cail facilitate 
the execution, or contribute to theper- 
Ibiftion, of thefe fcle^ performances r 
but there is likewife (if I may be al- 
lowed the expreflion) a moB of kings;^ 
princes, and common heroes, who 
merit no more than a general atten- 
tion, Hiftory ought only to particu- 
larize thofe rare and fingijlar geniufc^ 
who are duning examples to mah- 

Idnd^ 
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kiadg fotfuohwhofo fuperior elevation, 
of foul wings. their flight tq ^ more 
exalted ■> fphcre of ; aiSioo than t^eiri 
Birth entitled Uieni^.t^ appear in. 

Among the moft defervedly diftin- 
gui&ed periboagesy none has excited 
curiofity more than, the celebrated 
Chriftina, queen of Sweden, whofe 
life I propofe prefentingr to the pub- 
lic, which, I flatter myfelf, it will 
. regard with fome degree of compla- 
cency. At the fame time, I ought to 
acknowledge the obligations I am unr 
der to M. Arke.nholt: no memoirs 
cai> be wiAed for more complete than 
thofe of this learned Swede : he has 
read and coUefted all that relates to 
Chriilina, and has ixegleijed no. au- 
thentic circumftance that could be 
met with in the public libraries or 
private cabinets either of Italy or 
Sweden ; fo that his compofition is a 
rational as well as an exadt account of 

the:' 



ADVERTISEMENT. v 

the life^ and reign of that heroiiie* 
His immenfe<^QltedtioQ confiftsof four 
large volumes in quarto, of which: this 
little wbrk is an abridgement; yet I 
.have not omitted any remarkable cir« 
.cumftance^ and have priocipally en-« 
deavoured to' make the chara^or qf 
the queen of Swedeb knowa tctho 
world, from thofe lineaments (he has 
fo ftrongly marked in her own letters, 
.and ia her other writings-: in draw- 
ing her portrait^ I have borrowed, as 
often as poflible, her- own pencil and 
her coldurs^ 

An eminent author^, in hisMiicel* 
lanies,has related fome anecdotes of the 
life and reign of Chriftina ; but as the 
point he has in view is todraw a chain 
of refledlion^ from the charafler of 
that princefs, I could not help appre- 
hending that theie anecdotes, fo far 

^ JE^lcmbert-i^Mkbnees de Uteratuie^ 

from 
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from rendering a particular biftor^ 
vnneceflary^ wcmld^ on the contrary^ 
make it more defira^Ie. 

I think ft proper, Irkewifc, toiiir* 
foTtn the public, that an effential difr 
ference will be found between Chris- 
tina's original letters quoted or re^ 
ferred to in the following flieets, and 
thofe fictitious ones of M^ Lacombe 
of Avignon, publlfhed in 1759: I en- 
treat the reader to diftinguifli my work 
from that editor's; there being ne 
conformity betwixt them btft the re- 
femblance of names. 
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CHRISTINA, Queen of SWEDEN. 

SWEDEN is that northern part of 
Europe, which, by the ancients, was 
called Scandinavia. It is bounded by Ruf- 
iia, Lapland, Norway, the Gulph of Fin- 
land, and ihe Baltic Sea. The climate is 
rigorous. There the piercing cold of a 
long winter, and the fervid, fcorching 
heat of a fliort fumn^r, rapidly fucceed 
each other, without the intervention of 
Ipring or autumn : yet the inhabitants en-'* 
joy a ferene (ky, a pure air, and regular 
feafons, with healtWul and vigorous con- 
ftitutions. This kingdom has been at fe- 
veral periods united to Denmark and Nor- 
way : but the fame fovereign could never ' 
poffefs thefe three crowns for any long du- 
B . ration. 
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ration. The king, fenate, and ftatcs con- 
ititute the government of Sweden. The 
diftkidt orders^ which are fummoned at 
ftafed tinges tb deliberate on the moft im- 
portant affairs, are the nobles, clergy, ci- 
tizens, and peafants,. This is the only mo- 
iiarchy that allows the peafants equal pri- 
vileges with the reft of its fubjedts. The 
'Swedes we're always a warlike nation -, and 
are defendants of the Goths, who render- 
ed themfelve^ fo formidable in Europe, to- 
wards the decline of the Rowan empire : their 
language is a compound of the Danilh and 
Teutonic. Chriftianity was introduced in- 
to Sweden about the begini^jpg of the 
ninth qemury, .^nd the reformation was ef- 
tablifhed therie foon after fonie . of the 
heighbouring ftates of .Germany had em»- 
braced the opinions of Luther. Sweden, 
^ways unfortunate in her union with Den- 
iriark, ftrove h long time to free herfelf 
from a foreign yoke, to re-eftablifh the 
ancient form bf her government, and rc^ 
cover the i^ight of elefting her own fove- 
reigns. After depofing fcveral of her kings, 
fhe erefted ifn times of anarchy the office 

of 
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of adminiftrator*, a power refembling that 
of the di<5tator in ancicrtt Rome^ by this . 
method Ihe frequently chofc for hcrfclf a 
domcftic tyrant^ more cruel thai\ the dtf- 
potic oppreflion ftom which Ihe was deli- 
vered. 

( i 395) Margaret, the celebrated daugh* 
ter of WaUemar, dcferved that appella- 
tion given her of ihe Seiniramis of the 
North. Heirefs to the two crowns of Den- 
mark and Norway, fhe re-united Sweden 
to thofe kingdoms, as much by her policy 
as her arms : but, though her reign was 
undoubtedly illuftrious, yet fhe treated 
Sweden* like a conquered country, and 
held it in dependency on Denmark : the 
union of thefc three crowns, of which fhe 
procured a ratification, in the famous af- 
fcmbly of their reprefentatives at Calmar, 
became a fource of difcord, and could not 
poflibly be maintained. ^ 

(1415) Eric, the nephew, ^nd fuccef* 
for of Margaret, conduced himfelf impru- 
dently, and was depofed. 

Bi (1448) 
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^ (;I448) Charles Caniitfon, an ambitious 
citizen, contrived to get himfelf eleftcd 
king, but was ignorant how to govern. 

(147.1) Under the tjtl^; of adminftrators, 
t,][ip Scee^-5tprps were th^pppreflbrs 0/ their 
country. 

, (1520) Chriftiern, king of Denmark, 
made himfelf the Nero (if,,,tbe Norths and 
.was beheld by his fubjefts with horror-: 
they at laft rfjeded him as a monller; foul 
with crimjes, and bafhed in the beft blood 
X)f his people. 

In 1523,' Guftayus Vafaf a youxjg jSwj&- 
idifh gentleman, who had been pr^QCcribed 
by the tyrant, efcaped fro^i :^ prifon, and 
appeared at the head of an army, to re- 
venge thte murther of his family, and the 
^diigrace of his ^ellosjr citizens : . he had the 
gpod/prt;pne to vanquilh this homicide of 
.Jiis.iojijgtry, and forced him to have re- 
courfe to flight'. The grateful Swedes pro- 
lipunced their deliverer their jking, and 
^uftavus was , worthy of the title. His 
, reign was. long ar)d glorious. It was agreed 
by thp ftates to render the crOwn (which 
had been hitherto eleftiye) hereditary in the 

family 



Q^UEEN ot SWEDEN- $ 

family of that hero. It was Guftavus who 
introduced the Lutheran religion into Swe- 
den, in order to difpoflefs the clergy of 
their enormous wealth and power. 

(1560) Eric the Xlth inherited his fa- 
ther's throne, but not his virtues : the cru- 
elty and injuftice of this prince forced his 
own family, as well as the nation, to rebel 
againft him. ( 1 568) John, Duke of Fin- 
land, his brother, belieged him in Scock* 
holm, took him prifoner, and deprived 
him, at once, of his crown and Hfe. Si* 
giftnund, the fon of John, fucceeded his 
father ( 1 59-j). As he was Kkewii'e king of 
Poland, he confided the regency of Swe- 
den to Charles of Sudermania, his father^s 
brother : bur by endeavouring too violent- 
ly and precipitately, to reftore the Roman 
catholic religion in this kingdom, and be- 
having to the Swedes in a very impolitic 
manner, the pride and inflexibility of his 
charader occafioned an infurredion ( 1 604)^ 
The ftates at length depofed him, and gave 
the crown to the regent Charles the IXth j 
who made himfelf univerfally agreeable, by 
his affability, and attachment to the cuf- 
B 3 (oiTis 
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daughter of John Sigifmund, cleftor of 
Brandenburg ; a marriage which would 
always have been politically. dcfirable, but 
was more peculiarly fo to Guftavus, from ^ 
his attachment to the Proteftant religion, 
of which this princefs was efteemed the 
greateft ornament. Thefe nuptials were 
the prelude and fignal to a new war with 
Poland, on the expiration of the treaty be- 
tween the two nations^ Animated, above 
all things, by a paflion for arms, and the 
defire of conquefk, Gpftavus refolved to 
oblige Sigifmund to renounce all future 
pretenfions to the crown of Sweden : he 
gained jfeveral victories ; at length forced 
the Poles to fue for peace, and to relin- 
quifh Livonia, as well as a ccmfiderable part 
of Pruflia. 

Maria Eleonora of Brandenburg had all 
the virtues and good (qualities of her fex : 
to a form fufficicntly beautiful and amiable, 
fhe united the greateft tendcrnefs, fweet- 
nefs, and complacency of charafter : her . 
attachment to the king was fo ftrong, that 
flie fuffered his frequent infidelities with- 
out IheWing ' the feaft difeontent. - Her firft 
-^ ' child, 
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child, who was named Chrifttna, died in 
'1 624, An accident occafioncd the lofc of 
a fon before his birth ; which gave rife to 
apprehenfions that the king and queen 
.would leave no heirs : however, thefe ap- 
prehenQons were foon ovct i for after the 
return o£ their majefties from a journey 
into Finland, every thing f«emed to prq- 
mife an accomplishment of their earneft 
wiihes. Both the king and queen had 
dreams which they believed myfterious, arul 
interpreted agreeably to their' hopes^ The 
niLad loves to be deceived in whatever it is 
warmly interefted : Ibmetimes even men 
of the molt enlightened underftandings are 
, led into credulity by very flight appearan- 
ces V and pleafe themfelves with imagining 
the moft indifferent and trivial circum- 
.ftances, omens of fuccefs. The aftnplo- 
gers, a fpccies of flatterers, who read in 
the ftars whatever is prefcribed by intereii 
or prejudice, predicted the binh of. a 
prince, deftined to fupport the glory of 
Guftavus. The king, foon after, was dan- 
geroufly ill, and thq conjundion . of the 
planets fecmc4 to threaten his Jife„ and 
B 5 Ukewifc 
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likcwife that of the queen and prince : fcut, 
on the 1 8th of December, her majefty was 
brought to bed of a daughter ; Guftavos 
fpeeidily recovered his health •, the queen*s 
-in a fliort time was happily re-eftablijQied, 
-and the child lived. Never was aftrology 
more miftaken ! Chriftina was born with a 
covering from the head to the knees ; her 
-face, arms, and legs alone were free: a 
thick down upon her face ; and the ftrength 
and rooghnefs of her voice fo much de- 
ceived the v/omen about her, as to make 
them haftily fpread a report in the palacc> 
that the queen was delivered of a boy j a 
fliort-lived joy to the kin^ as they foon 
difcovercd their miftake :* tnd princels Ca- 
therine undertook the tafk of undeceiving, 
her brother, who exprefled neither furprize 
"nor concern at this difappointment ; fay- 
ing, without any emotion, " Sifter, let iis 
♦* return thanks to God; I hope this daugh- 
** tcr will prove as valuable to us as a fon : 
** may heaven gracioufly preferve her, fmce 
*• it has vouchfafed to beftow her upon 
^ us !". he added with a finile, " This will 
♦* be an arch girl, (he. puts tricks upon us 
. « fo 
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** fo foohl" Orders were immediately givea 
for public rejoicings j and for all the enter- 
tainments culbomary on the birth of a prc- 
fumptive heir to the crown. Guftavus ^•- 
- ways appeared extremely well fatisfied, but 
the queen, on the contrary, was inconfo- 
lable that (he had not a Ton : the child was, 
moreover, far from handfomc ; having a^ 
fwarthy complexion,, with features hard and 
ttiafculinej which fo much offended her 
^^ajefty, that flie beheld it with difguft. 

Chriftina,, afterwards^ but too well re- 
turned her mother's indifference, whilft fhc 
preferved, during her whole life, the ten- 
dered: remembrance of her father. Some 
4ay$ after the birth of this princefs, ftie 
had a narrow efcape from a beam that fell 
near the bed where Ihc was afleep. Her^ 
.nurfes kt her get feveral dangerous falls; 
either from their careleffnefs, or perhaps,, 
as Chriftiha certifies in her memoirs, from 
a defign to deftroy her : but all Jtl^efe acci- 
dents produced no other ill coofequence,, 
than a flight irregularity in her flaape, one 
fcoulder being fometvhat higher' thaii^ the 
B6 'Other-, 
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other ; a defedt fhe knew how to conceal 
by the difpofition of her drefs. 

The ftates-general of the kingdom were 
convened, and came to render homagie to 
the daughter of Guftavus; who repofed(as 
Ihe exprefles it) " on palms and laurels, in 
^'^ the arms of fortune- and vidory, who 
** fported round her cradle/* Guftavus 
was fenfible of a very lively fondnefs for' 
this only branch in which he faw himfclf 
renewed. The young Chriftina wais feized 
with a dangerous diftemper, when he was 
at the mines, which are at a great diftancc 
from Stockholm : he was fo much alarn>- 
cd, that he came away immediately on re- 
ceiving the news ; and travelled more ex- 
peditioufly than any courier would have 
done. This auguft infant quickly recover- 
ed, and Guftavus commanded * a pubKc 
thankfgiving to be folemnized. His little 
'daughter made cxcurfions with him ; and 
before mh was two years old he carried her 
to Calmaf. The governor, fearing to ter- 
rify the princefs, whofe health was of fiKh 
.importance to the king and to the ftate, 
defired to know if it was his majefty's plea- 

furc 
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lure that the cannon of .the. fortrefs: and 
garriibn Ihould make the accuftomed fa- 
lutes ? Guiiavus at firft hefitatcd what ai>- 
fwcr to. give ^ bui after a few moments fi- 
lencc, '*'Let them fir<e ! (fiud he) fhe i« 
^' the xlaughcer of a foldier, and it is pror 
*• per the found ihould be fanvliarto her." 
The child was fo far from being frightCDk- 
ed at this military explolion, that Ihe laug.h- 
ed,. dapped her hands, and by her geftures 
and joy. exprcfled a defire that they would 
fire ^ain. . .Circumftanccs like thefe arc 
doubdefs unimportant, but they ferve to 
chara&erize a. kind of warlike inftinit in 
the infancy of this princefs : Guftavus, 
who felt as. a fether, did not defpife them, 
but-obfcrved with complacency thefe marks 
-of naturaL intrepidity in his daughter. 
From this time he always took her with 
him when he reviewed his- troops v and re- 
marking the pleafure fhe difcovered. at 
:»thefe martial appearances, he faid to her, 
" We will go away now, but I promife 
*' you, that one day or other, I will carry 
.Vyou .to. a field where you Ihall fee finer 
*' fights 1" — — — ■« To my misforcune (Jkyi 
. ' _ ' ' *^this 
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«« this princefe in rekting the fz&) deask 
« prevented him from keeping his word, 
«^ and me from the happincfsof fbrviag an 
« apprenticeftiip under facompieac a mat 
*« ter." Indeed Chriftma^ all heriife cx^ 
preffcd fome regret for. having neyer ap- 
peared in an engagement at the heki.of an 
army. . She had the heart and fcntimchts 
of an Amazon t 

Germany now entered as an auxiliary 
into the Pdifti war ; and Sweden, befidcs 
revenging herfclf upon the emperor^ had 
thofe Proteftant princes to defend, who 
called in^ her ^iftance againft the opprcf. 
fi<3n of the houfe of Auftria: even the ca- 
tholic princes were defirous to flop; the 
cburfe <y( that formid'^>le power .whidi 
threatened Europe with flavery. The con- 
federate .fovereigns all caft their eyes upon 
Guftavus as their chief, promifirtg to for- 
hi(h him with troops and i money. Thcpc 
wanted not fo niany motrves/^td perfuade 
this wan*ior-king to take the :$eld. • A wir 
fo extenfive could not be foon condodctl, 
and muft' neeeffarily be -attended » with 
very material evjents :- The King^s fig^cityj 
^' : ' forefaw 
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fbrcfaw them all, and even painted, with 
too much truth, the misfortune which a- 
waiced himfelf in this expedition. He 
made fuch a fettkment and difpofition of 
his affairs, as if he never more was to re- 
turn to his capital : he confided to the prin- 
cefs Ciitherine his f^er, and to his brother- 
in-kw'^the prince Palatine the fuperinten- 
dancy of the finances ; and, above all, the 
prefcrvation and education of his dear 
Chriftina. 

He likewife had her acknowledge^ by 
the ftates, and the army, as his only heir, 
and as queen of Sweden, in cafe of his 
death- He placed the five great officers of 
the kingdom at the head of the regency, 
and of the council of guardianlhip, dur- 
ing his abfcnce, or during the minority of 
'Chriftina, exprefly excluding the queen; 
having remarked in this princefs, not only 
an averfion to the Swedes, but an inclina- 
tion to favour foreigners, and introduce 
them into the affairs of government. He 
left to the ftates the care of fixing the time 
of m^ority . in their young fovercign, ac- 
8 cording 
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cording as the prematurity and capacity of 
her genius fhould direft. 

The great chancellor Axel Oxenfticrn, 
fevotrrite and prime minifter to Guftavus, 
was r^arded as the oracle of Sweden, and 
was fo in reality. The king once wrote to 
him, " That if he was lels acquainted 
. ** with the fuperiority of underftanding. io 
" his chancellor, he would rather chufe to 
" refign his crown than continue to reign." 
In the breaft of this great man his iove- 
reign depofited-his fccrcts, his defigns, his 
hppes, and his fears : to him he gave par- 
ticular inftruftions relative to the fupport 
of the police, and the glory of the go- 
vernnrieiit. 

The fenatc aflembled. Guftavus, feated 
on his throne,* prefcribed the pUn of ad* 
miniftration they were to foilaw. He then 
recommended his infant ydaughxr to their 
charge; takbg her by the hand, and at 
the fame time addreffing the fenate in a pa- 
thetic fpeeih, diftated by the love of his 
.country, and paternal affcftion. He after- 
wards made the neceffary preparations for 

this. 
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this important journey, in which he was 
accompanied by the queen. 

The little Chriftina had been taught a 
compliment, which flie repeated in bidding 
adieu to her parents : the king, perplexed 
with affairs, was inattentive to her prattle 5 
when the child pulling his coat, at laft 
made him turn towards her ; foftened and 
penetrated with grief, the father took her 
in his arms, and bathed her with his tears I 
-—It was the parting of He(5l;or from Afty-. 
anax. How plcafing to fee thcfe heroes 
and warriors, thefc beings , of fuperior or- 
^r, furnilh examples of the moft fcnfible 
humanity ! 

Chriftina remained inconfolable for thsi 
abfence of her. father : Jhe cried fo eaccef-* 
fively for feyeral days,, that it was feared 
her fight would be injured, which^ like the 
king's, was naturally rather weak. Thefe 
te^s appeared an unfortunate prcfigc to 
the common people, always credulous^ 
and frequently fuperftitious : other augu- 
ries were likewifc confultcd, that 4c«pun-: 
ccd a, misfortune but too well confirmed 
by the events 

(1630) 
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(i63o)Guftavus furpaflfed all the expec- 
tations that the world had formed erf" Ivis 
valour and military fkill : he attacked the 
Iinperialifts with advantage, forced them 
to evacuate Pomerania, and poffefled him- 
'fclf of feVeral ftrong places where the ene- 
my had lodged their magazines. The em- 
peror affembled all his generals to affift 
him in oppofing the progrefs of this vifto- 
rious monarchy amongft others, the re- 
nowned Tilly, a native of Bavaria. He 
was a man mature in years, and of con- 
ftimmate experience-, and had been hi- 
therto attwided with jfb extraordinary good 
fortune as never to have loft a battle : but 
the king of Sweden's invincible aicendan- 
ey prevailbd over Tilly's. His penetrating 
ferefigbt difiK>ifQercd the moft concealed 
projeAs ^f that - general : tlie c^kricy d^ 
his marches wa^^abnoft incredible; as weft 
as that invincible intrepidity with which 
he oppofed zJA his efforts. , The battle of 
Leipfic raifed Guftavus to the higheft pin- 
nacle of ^ry J Tilly was obliged to fly, 
after fuJfering an entire defeat, attended 
with great flaughter: the fuccefs of this 

a£tion 
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aAion ftrengthened the vidcM^s party with 
the addition of thofe princes who till then 
had prefervcd a neutrality. The enopcror 
Ferdinand the lid, trembled at Vienna. 
He now relied entirely on Wallenftein, aa 
old general of a magnificent difpofition 5 
whole wealth was fo confiderablc, that he 
could raife an army at his own expetice, 
and fo much beloved by the foldiers^ that 
he was, truly, the only man who could re* 
vive the droc^ing courage of the Imperial- 
ifts.. Walknitein fobn coUeded a numer-* 
ous body of forces^ notwithflanding whkh 
the Swedes continued their progreis a* 
gainft die enemy, making themielves ma& 
ters of all thofe ftrong forts which exiend« 
ed on both (ides the Danube, t|s far » the 
aeighbaurhood (^ Ulna. Tilly was wound<^ 
ed in an engagement, and died in a 
fow days. Guftavus penetrated into Ba- 
iraria, took poiBeffion ^ Augfbourg, 
and of libveral other cities in Upper Swa* 
bia. 

( 1 632) WaUenfteinopened the can^a^, 
by fome'^advant^es that infpired him with 
hopes of recovering tlje affairs of the em* 

peror : 
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pcror. He loudly declared, ** He would 
^* force the Proteftant princes to return to 
' " their former yoke." With rhis view he 
attempted to inveft the city of Nuren- 
bourg, by way of punifhment for its hav- 
ing favoured Guftavus : but the king, in 
order to protedt the city, had encamped 
near it, in a well-fortified fituation. The 
Imperial general attempting a blockade, 
the king offered him battle, and drove him 
back to his intrenchments ; the adion 
lafted ten hours, without being decifivc, 
bccaufe the Imperialifts never quitted their 
lines. The king decamped from Nurcn- 
bourg, after ftrengthcning the fortifica^ 
tions, and Wallenftein at the fame time 
quitted his poft, turning his route towards 
towards Mifnia, intending to attack the 
Saxoins, Whatever complaints Guflavus 
might have againfl their eledor, and how- 
ever perfonal interefl might inftigate him 
to continue the. war in the hereditary pro- 
vinces of the emperor, yet he was too ge- 
lierous to fufier his ally to remain in dan- 
gen His advancing forward brought on 
the battle of Luizen, in Upper Saxony,, on 

. the 
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the 1 6th of November. Guftavus had 
thrown the enemy's troops into diforder, 
feized all their artillery, and was prepar- 
ing for a general purfuit, when he was 
killed, in the flower of his age, ftirround- 
ed by his own troops, without their ever 
being able to difcover from whence the ball 
was aimed that occafioned his death. The 
Swedes, erafperated to a degree of fury, 
at the fight of the dead body of their fo- 
vereign covered with blood, fell upon the 
Imperialifts, and purfued them with a 
dreadful flaughter. 

Guftavus was a beneficent prince, juft, 
affable, and generous; thoroughly ac- 
quainted with all the duties of a monarch, 
and extenfively fulfilling them. He form- 
ed good laws for his people, and was ftrift 
in their execution. He correfted a variety 
of abufes in the mode of the Swedilh go- 
vernment, animating the induftry of his 
fubjefts by enlightening the objects of it. 
His court was open to men of merit and 
ufeful talents : he cultivated and honour- 
ed the belles Icttres, and was the friend 
' jof the arts and fcicnces : the ftudy of hif- 

tory. 
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tory, of tadics, and the whole art of war, 
were his favourite amufements. He difco- 
vered a fingular pkafure in meditating on 
Grotius's Tteatife on *< T\it Rights of War 
*« and Peace.'* This prince was eloquent, 
loved to fpeak in public, and could exprefs 
feinfifdf with fluency in feveral languages. 
But who ever excelled hitn in the know- 
ledge of commanding or making himfelf 
4>beycd ? of gaining the aftedions of his 
^ccrs and foldrers ? of encouraging an 
^rmy ? of prefiding over all the move- 
ments of that*vaft machine, becoming the 
foul of it as well as the commander ? He 
Weighed the charadlers, the" vices, and the 
talents of his enemies ; he ftudied the dif- 
ferent interefts and projeAs of his allies ! 
The exquifite penetration of genius in Guf- 
tavus gave him an influence that could 
not be refifted : no pcrfon underftood the 
nature of men better, or the art of cm* 
ploying them with greater propriety. 

Glory was his predominant paflion ; he 
courted it in the field with an enthufiaftic 
courage and temerity, that in a general 
and a kin^ was undoubtedly culpable .: 

fre- 
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frequently, covered with wounds, he would 
expofe his perfon in the heat of adion like 

A common foidien He was himfelf a 

foidier, and was fond of the name ! His 
campaigns and victories have juftly f^ced 
him in the rank pf the iinoft ^famous heroes^ 

This warrior is • reprefented to us of a 
phyfiognomy majeftic and martial ; his fea- 
tures large without being coarfe, and the 
air of his countenance imiling and familiar: 
of a middle ftature ; prodigioufly fat^ yet 
very lively and aftive. He delighted in 
raillery, and poffcffed that unfortunate qua- 
]ifica:ion himfelf. He has been reproach- 
ed with being too great a flave to his paf^- 
fion for the fair fex, too eafily prone to an- 
ger ; and with facrificing too often to the 
vice of his country and of the times, with- 
out having any inclination for wine. 

When liis body was opened, the furgeons 
found the heart pretcrnaturally large *. 
This prince had a kind -of prelcicpce of 
his approaching death : before the battle of 
lAitzcn, he wrote a letter to the great 

• Guftavus'j heart weighed One pound teft ounces. 

chan- 
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cfiaiiccllor, containing a draught of his laft. 
will; regarding himfelf (though then in 
perfed health) as arrived at the fatal period 
of his life. He recommended to this minifter 
to watch over the interefts of Chriftina; 
to take care that the queen was treated 
with all the honours and refpeft due to her 
rank, at the fame time to remove her from 
afiairs of ftate, and above all, to prevent 
her having any ftiarc in the education of 
her daughter. 

The laft duties were rendered to Gufta- 
vus with a magnificence worthy of a fo- 
vereign : he was embalmed, notwithftand- 
ing the orders he had given that his body 
Ihould not be opened ; -this was rather a 
weaknefs in fo great a man, but it was at 
that time a general one in the Swedilh na- 
tion, and was the refult of a fuperftitious 
refpedt for the dead. When the body was 
conveyed into Sweden, the queen-mother 
refufed to quit the remains of her hufband 
till they were depofited in the tomb ; (hut- 
ting herfclf up in the funeral apartment*, 
and indulging her forrows with that mourn- 
ful fccne ! No wife ever gave greater or 

fincerer 
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fmcerer proofs of her love or of her griof : 
Time rather augmented, her woc$. After 
this fad event, fhe difcovered much more 
affection for Chriftina V regarding her as 
the living inaage of her bulband, of whom 
flie had indeed -many features of rcfcmb- 
lance. In the ftrft tranfpoft& of grief snd 
tendernefs, (he clafped her daughter in her 
anns, the . tears {treaming down her face ; 
<* Icwill be the governefs of my child (faid 
« (he) and f(M*rfi her iirfatv^y 1"^ Materiial 
tendernefs - odn^^ied this-young: qaeaiufor 
two ycaps4li'2tr-nictlanGh<%Jblitude;i' Stome- 
tirnes, by way of diver^on;-iuffoons..and 
dwarfs were introduced, acpTtcUn^^jta £he 
cuftom that prevailed in thecotirtsr'jDfc^- 
rope, efpecially tbofe of 'Gerniany -^.iohe 
tafte of that part of the globe not being 
then arrived 'at a fufficient degree of p^r- 
feftion to reUlh thofe intercfting repce- 
fentations, which are the refult of genius 
and the fine arts. Chriftina, detefting, and 
Ihunning fuch low and infipid amufements, 
concealed herfelf as often as fhe c^uld, un- 
der pretext of being deeply engaged at her 
ftudies, in order ta avoid fo great a con- 
C ' ftraint 
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ttraint oH her inclination : this was the ori- 
ginal calaflc of her paffion for reading and 
cxefcife. V 

V The deccafed king left a natural fon, 
i^hofe nanae was Guftavus Guftafson ; 
^hom he had by Margaret, the daughter 
of Abraham Cabelian, direftor-general of 
commerce iti Sweden. This prince was 
. fixteen years 'old, when, hearing of the death 
of Guftavus, he flew to his monument^ and, 
:. by his entreaties, prevailed on the guards 
^ to'tjpen it. rOn feeing i^e dead body, his 
-!.eyiis fwimming in tears, J^e broke out into 
* thisexdamttion: ** AlasJ then all is over ! 
;. tflt irl^&.i»w^. with Heave afliftance, en- 
wavDur to imitate him in glory, or die in 
the attempt!** He entered immediately 
into the army of Weimar, where he diftin- 
guilhed himfelf by his valour: Chriftina 
^terwards beftowed on him the title of 
count of Vafabourg, intimating that he 
drew his origin from the hpufe of Vafa. 
f (1633) The enemies of Sweden gave 
public demonftrations of their joy on the 
death of the great Guftavus : their courage 
xevived, and they hoped no future obftaclc 
^ could 
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^ould- be powerful enough to rtpp tfejc. pro- 
grefs. of their enterprizes. The gloiy and 
fortune of Sweden> fo brilliant uinkr the 
aufpices,of its hero, were on the eve of be- 
ing eclipfcd with him. The league pf the 
proteftant princes, of which he was the 
a£livi principle^ tended towards.a. divifion.; 
each member only cqnfultipg his private in- 
tereft, diftruft and mifunderftandings broke 
the union amongft them, and all things 
feemed to threaten the evils of anarchy, and 
the horrors pf a civil as well ^s of a foreign 
war. . , . 

In the midft of thefc general alarms, 
Chriftina, at fix years old, was the only 
hope of her country, and the only furviving 
branch of the marriage of Guftavus with 
Maria Elponora of Brandenburg. In the 
mean time the ftates of Sweden affembled, 
when the marihal of the diet opened thf 
proceedings by proving the authenticity of 
that decree which had given a right of in- 
heritance to the^ female line of^ Charles the 
TXth. grandfather to Chriftina, in default 
of the male. In confequence of this aft, he 
propofed, that ChrUlina fiiould be crowned: 
C± he 
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he was inftantly interrupted by a member 
of the pe^fants order, whofe name wis 
Larfll^y caUing out, " Where is this 
*< daughter of Guftavtis ? we don't know 
" her; let her be produced!" The whole 
commtimty pfefently began to murmur, re- 
:peatir)g the fame words. To appeafe their 
' clamour, the grand-marfhal went to the 
palace»-and, taking Chriftina in his arms, 
carried her into the midft of the feirate. 
Larflbn adv^ted, and e^xamiiiing her at- 
tentively, tried out, " Yes, it is (he ! Be- 
^« hold the features, th? very face of Gufta- 
^* • vus Adolphus } we will have h^r for our 
^* fovereign; let her be feated^tothe throne 
'■• ^ immediately, and proclaimed kingV The 
'ftates were e^gcr to fill the throne, in order 
'to deprive the king of Poland, and his fa- 
'ihily^ erf all farther expeftatitons i as they 
claimed fome apparent right to it, by vir- 
tue, of an oath, by which theSwedilh natioai 
"hkd entered into an engagement to fettle 
the c.ro>/^n on the male heirs of Guftavus 
T^fa, ttpi .grandfather of Sigifmuhd. The 
ftates publiflied a declaration, making any 
•Swede guilty of high treafon, who fhouki 

either 
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either aiSk. or fpcak in. favour of a finreign. 
prince. 

The name of Chriftina was become the 
fignal in the Swedilh: armies, and the gene- 
rals had already taken the oath of ailegir.. 
ance; they came to lay at her feet thofc 
trophies taken from the epqmy on the fatal . 
d^y of the battle of Lufeen* 

This augiift child deligkted to^appear in 
fta^ei. for when the Rji^flSw apabftfladars 
c^iniftto ratify. th€iraUiwcf^!Kiitfi-tH« Swiedes, 
its WAS , appr^hfU¥kid:GhflftiQa.Wfi0Lild be ter- 
riiSed; at^'tjie-appeamwie of- fo-iriyiiierQua a 
trauv of Miifeoyitfjft^. with- long; beards, 
monftrQUs 41360^. fingtilftt^tercvia^ and 
fenething. b^^ln^^^. etoik in. their pcditt'*. 
ntfi 1' bufe Qiixttii^ .CQQtrarf ,. this pOmriew^ 
whicH.had.'bceo rcprefcmcfl; rather tmroea-»t 
dous, was to her quite an entertsuningipcc-. 
tacle. Elevated iipon a throne^ Chriftina 
afted the queen with great fteadinqfs and 
dignity ; appearing to thcfc ambafladors as. 
one born to command^, in whom the daugb* 
t^r of the hero and the king coirfi not.be. 
CDjacealed! TJie queen appears to r^olledt 
^3. . this 
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this anecdote, in her iriemoirs', with much 
fatisfaftion. 

' The vigilance of the ferrate, the unanimity 
of all the orders, and the advice of chan- 
cellor Oxenfteirn, faved the ftate in the 
eVer terhpeftuous feafon of a minority, and 
at a time when Germany, Poland, Den- 
mark, and other powers, were jealous of 
the glory arid aggrandizement of Swedea; 
feeking occaffion to excite' ddmeftic conten- 
tions in her bofom, and to raife tip foreign • 
enemies. Ruffla affifted' her ally by a very' 
important fervicd : finding Siglfrnxi nd al- ' 
ready prepared to fupport his prctenfions by 
force of arms, -Ihe' imrnediately declared- 
war ag^insftiMrt)/ jOid exfefttd her ftrength fo 
\5igoro*uflyi thit/^ttthe Pwlilh troops were* 
f^cicntly employed' to' defend them-* 
feivcs. - 

In conformity to the plan Idid down by 
Guftavus, the dates appointed a council cf^ 
regency and guardianfhip, compofed of 
thofe five fenators who were the great of- 
fices of ftate, the grand bailiff, marflial, 
admiral, chancellor, and treafurer of the 
cf^wn. The votes were unanimous in re- 
ferring 
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fcrring the general dircftion of foreign af- 
fairs, and principally thofe of German/, to 
chancellor Oxenftcirn •, with an unlimited 
power in all regulations relative to peace or. 
war. A confidence due from- the nation to 
the patriotic fpirit and abilities of this emi- 
nent ftatcfmani 

He convened a general aflcmbly at Hail- 
bron, in the name of the young Queen, 
where thofe princes, who had any intercfts 
to^fupport, cithet pcrfonally appeared, or 
fent their: deputies^ The Swedifti miniftcr, 
as- head of the -confederacy^ ftipulated 
for the intereft of his fovereign and 
that of the protcftant party : he renewed 
the Swediih alliance with France, Eng- 
land, and Holland, and got a frefli ra« 
tification figned by all thofe ftates of the 
empire who had entered into a league to 
defend.their liberties, that-it IJ^ould remain 
indiiibluble till the conclufxon of the war. . 

The allies engaged to maintain, at their 
own expence, an army^ of. fixty thoufand . 
men, to be commanded by Swedifli gene- 
rals, and to augment that number, fhould 
occurrences, or the intereft of the league, 
C 4. require 



32 HI^ORYoFCHRISTINAr 
require it : they likewiie agreed with Swe- 
den to refign to the chancellor the condua: 
of thofe affairs that regarded the common 
caufe J but, at the fame time, appointed a 
tommittee to affift hirii, which they ftiled 
a nopfilium forma(um. . Oxenfteirn, by an 
exertion of his authority at the affembly of 
Hailbron, re-eftablilhed the children of Fre- 
derick cpunt fialatine, Jn their eftates, and 
alfo in tbe^releftoral dignity. He hoped 
by this ftep to attach the boufe of Branden- 
burg, as well as that a£ thi^ Palatine, more 
firmly to the ponfederacy ; and likewife to 
prevent the elector .of Saxony, who was i^r 
cretly treating: with the emperor, from 
aba^doni;^^thraHie«? ■ Jtiicqwired aUthe 
zealtandjppUticat khdwl^dgr that this^gr^ftt: 
man was poflfeflcd of to undertake a n^^ 
tiation with German eledtors, whofe- cha- 
racters andintereft$diffcr<;dfo widely y and 
to conciliate the difputes of foreign generaU, 
ill fpight of their.opppfite views, their jea- 
loufies, and competitions, . To Oxenftcirn 
it-appertained, however, to find an honour- 
able clue to this political labyrinth ; bis 
w^ the art to. reanimate the courage, and 
... for. 
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ftistify the union of the ancient friends of 
Sweden ; to breat the meafurcs of her. 
enemies -, and to preferve to his country 
the principal diredbion in affairs, and almofl: 
the lame credit and authority (he enjoyed 
during the life of Guftavus. And all Eu- 
rope coincided in praifing the wifdom and 
addrefs of this minifter. . 

The carft of the finances was again be- 
flowed by the council of . guardianfhip^ on* 
the prince Palatine, an office the late king 
had inti^ftcdhim: with; whilft the prin- 
' cefs Catherine, his wife, remained with her 
ftiece Chriftijia feduloufly mindRil of her 
prefervationc The fenate's attention was, 
not confined to.the fecuring the repofe of 
tlie kindgom, maintaining conquers, de- 
fending thofe places fubdued in Germany, 
on the Baltic Sea, or fettling the means of 
continuing the war till an honpujaWle peace 
could be obtained ^ it extended its views 
ffeU farth€i» ; to the ineftiaiable ^vantage 
(rf modelling theteducation of the infant fo- 
vercign ; of inftilling into hier mind and 
heart all thofe virtues and accompliftiments 
that augment the luftre of a crown, and are 
C5 cflcntial 
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eflcntlal to render a reign happy and flourifh- 
ing. " An heir apparent ta a throne is an 
" univerfal blefling ; the glory of the ftatc, . 
" and the felicity of individuals, depend- 
" upon it, Thofe who believe that iirfancy 
*' is the feafon when princes hear truth, are, 
" miftaken ; for even in the cradle, they 
" are feared and flattered : mankind dreads. 
" the memory of princes as much as their 
" power, and treats them like young lions, 
" who can draw blood, though they have 
^ not yet ftrength to devour.** Thefe were^ 
Chriftina's own reflefliions. 

In eftabliihing the houlhold.of the prin- 
cefs, the fenate placed none but the moft 
virtuous perfons about her -, and chofe pre- 
ceptors for her in every branch of ufeful 
and ornamental knowledge: the- ff^tes 
applied themfelves to tracing the plaa 
of her education; andliaving herperfeftly- 
inftrufte^ in the great art of gowrnm^nt. ) 

From her earlieft youth Chriftina had diffv ' 
covered an eafy conception, and an incre- 
dible ardour in the purfuit of the ftudy of 
politics^ fciences, and languages : (he be-, 
came acquainted with ancient biftory in th^ 

ori- 
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original, and particularly delighted in read- 
ing Polybius and Thucydides. 

Guftavus Adolphus had appointed Azel 
Banier, grand mafter of the houfliold, pre* 
ccptor to his daughter. He was the king*$ 
fiaivourite, the confidant of his anwurs, and 
companion of his plcafures, a finiflied cour- 
tier, knew little of books, . but was ambi- 
tious to excel in all the excrcifes of a gen-» 
tleman ; and, though governed byhis paf- 
fions, was fyll . of honour. . The fub-pre-t 
ccptor, who, had Ifkewife been chofea. by 
the king, was Guflavus Horii, a fenator; 
andncphew. to the mdrflial of, that name : 
this/lopd.hadifeen all the polite courts in 
£u£ope; was compleady verfed intthe man- 
ners and pplity t)f .every' nation ; loved, the 
belles lettres, and convcrfed readily in feve-» 
raL languages,: with tbefe qualifications, he 
wais a good politician, and extremely pro- 
per to infltruft the infant mind of a fove* 
reignw 

Biit Chriftina ,wa* moft ftepngly attached 

to John Matthias, whom her father had alio 

named for her preceptor : fhe praifes him. 

in feveral parts of her memoirs •, c^lc^' 

C 6 brating 
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brating him as one who loved virtue, in* 
fpired it in others, and pradifed it himfelf. 
^ TJje knowledge of literature, arid of the 
fciences, was familiar to hinv; he abounded 
in difcrction, fweetnefs of temper, and pro- 
found erudition, and poffefled the art of 
conveying inftruftion without pedantry, 
- The king had not only emphatically re- 
quelled thefe tutors to infufe into the mind 
of his daughter ^a ftridl regard for modefty 
and decency, as the diftinguifhing viftues 
©f her fex ; he alfo requefted them to give 
her a manly education, not only in relation 
to mental e:^crcires, but ev^n to corpora 5 
and her natural bent feconded, in an extra- 
ordinary manner, the intentronsf of Xiv&SL^ 
vm. .To ufe. her own words^^^ Chj-iftina 
difplayed in her infancy ^^ ai» invi^lible*an« 
*^ tipathy to all the occupations and turn 
*' of converfamon:ufuial to women;" and 
was aftonifliingly inexpert- in allthofe worto 
that require delicacy of finger ; whilft, on 
contrary, jhe Ihewed a remarkable faci- 
lity not only in the moft abftra&ed ftudies^ 
but alfo in the moft fatiguing labours and 
exercifes that conftituce an athletic educa* 

. tlOA, 
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tion. Tbe^ grand chancellor Oxenftcira 
made it his particular attentioa to enlighten 
tJte underftanding erf this young queen with 
all the rays of his genius and expenence ; 
teaching her how to reign, by explaining 
the fuperior duties for which fhe was def- 
tincd^ and opening to her the paths of true 
glory! 

Whilst Chriitiim increafed in }rears and 
intelligence under thde admirable precep*- 
tors; the Swedes and< their allies continued 
to fuppont the fuperiority of their arins. 
General Horo reduced Alfatia,^ and gained 
an advantagp over the Bavarian cavalry 
near Kempten. George^ duke of Lunenr 
burg, m^ hin^felf iifiaftercrf feveral places 
ia Wcftphalia^ after ohtaiijing aviftory over 
count Mansfield : gr^at partof the dutchy 
©f Munftcr ackimwiedged the authority of 
the lan<^ave William^ BtMj in^^efia, jea- 
toufy had fown dii&nfioos among the 
Swedifti andSaxon generals, which impeded 
their ptogrefe : hr greater calamities were 
to be applrehended from a fedition that had 
ariien among the Swediih officers, who not 
only iftfifted on having all the arrears due 

3 . • : ^0 
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to them, but exafted extraordinary recom- 
pence for their paft fcrvice. Duke Bernard 
fecretly excited thefe difturbances, wanting 
to aflTume the ablblutexoni;Tiand of Oie al-, 
lied army, and<tOt obtain the ceffion of the 
dutchy of Franconia, together with-WurtZn 
burg and Bamberg : Oxenfteirn, who dived 
into his views, abandoned to him Franconia, 
and by that means perfuaded^him. to dcfift,. 
fcom his other pretenfions^ 

The allies divided their troops into feveral 
corps, wJio afted in^-differentplaces,.. The 
linperialifts, fuperior in - Rumber, , had 
driven the Swedes oikP of Saxony, but 
the latter had the»advantage in Franconia 
and the Palatinate : the landgrave William 
had taken Paderborn : duke George of Lu^ 
nenburg had befieged and taken Hameleny 
after defeating a body of 15000 men wha/ 
attempted its relief : the. city of Ofnabrug 
was unable to withftand the efforts of thct 
allies : at the fame time Chriftiern, of the 
Palatine branch of the counts of Birken- 
field, defeated the Lorraihers in the Lower 
Alfatia, opening himfelf a paffage intoSwa- 
bia: duke F-eria, al£o, had, brought wiUt 
him, from Italy, 14000 n?en to join the ar- 
my 






QIT E E NT OF S WE DEN. 39. 

my o£ Attringcr, one of the generals of thCi 
Empire; Gaftavus Horn, the Swcdifti ge- 
neral, prcffed thefe troops fo clofcly, that 
he obliged them to retire into Bavaria, aftet 
the lofs of many lives. Duke Feria wa»i 
eager for futcefs, and animated by a paf- 
fion f6r glory : he had already boafted of 
the luftre of his aftions, the fuperiarity of 
his troops, his refourccs, and experience j 
and was too much mortified to furvive the 
ihame of this defeat : he died of vexation 
and defpair. Duke Bernard had the addrefs' 
to deceive John dc Wert (a celebrated of- 
ficer in the Imperial army), by a ftratajicm •,. 
fi)r, feigning a ddign o£ attacking Munich^ 
he, in faft, by forced marches, arrives at 
Ratifbon, feizes that important city and fe- 
veral others, m^ing great devailatioa in 
Bavaria ) he was fooa afterwards obliged 
to retreat precipitately towards the Danube, 
on the approach of Walenfteili, the general 
of the Empire, whp was on his march to at- 
tack him. The Swede*, though they fre-_ 
quent;}y obtained victories over the Impe- 
rialifts, were, however, ibmetimcs repulfed ; 
and this conftant alternative 'o£ fuccefs and 

mil- 
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ibifcarriage, addihg to • the difagrcemcfm 
amongfl: the commaadcrs. ialbofharmics^. 
rendered their loflcs arid advantages fo> 
lieapfy. equal,' that the&to ofcthe.war ftill re-- 
maifted uadeterrtlined^ 

(i%4X ^alknftein, at the head of: the 
jtnperklifts, taught them hov\r to triumph. 
0¥cr.the Swedes near Steinau ; this general 
recalled vi^Jfeory under, his^banfler, anden-- 
joytd the: entire confidence of the foldiery ; 
but his pride; his haughty, inflexible cha- 
i^er, together with. his. lave- of independ-. 
ency^ drew upon him the envy of many, 
who by dcgrfecs uj^iermiried his credit with 
the emperor, notwithftanding he. had been. 
his friend^ his couiifeUor, aridhis defender. 
Thefufpicion of treafon, and Stfnbitious pro^ . 
jefts with which his enemies had flandered' 
his reputation, tempted him at kftto realize 
their accufations ; he made proppfitions to^ . 
France and die reft. of the powers at vari- 
ance with the Emfpiiei to throw, his ar|ny 
.into their' fcale, ' on condition they would 
afTift him in theconqueftofBoheimia v but 
they apprehended this pt^mtfe to be only a, 
fnare concerted between the esiperor and 

his . 
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his general, in order more effedually to 
deftroy the allies. Walenftein^ feeing all 
his real, as well as imaginary proje<5ts of ag- 
granclizemenc prove abortive, funk at laft 
under the fuperior influence of his rivals v 
and being recalled by the emperor, who 
gave the command of the arnfiy to his 
eldeft fon, the arch-duke Ferdinand, king, 
of Hungary. and Bohemia^ was a few d$ys 
after his difgrace aflaffinated ap Egra^ by 
three Scotch ofEcer$. 

The imperialifts and the allies heki the 
balance in equal poife foipe time l(jngfr«. 
without cither gaining any deciflye advan- 
tage : till at length the king, of Hungary^ 
fedui^^an.oc<|$^n: £(ur Ag^iaiizwgibis coue > 
n^; beilie^- R«itfkiar\ and cmrkd. tjb&c 
ftrw»g oiqi* Thealli^,. arrtviog tsoo. late* : 
for itsrdief^ witbdneiw to an advantageous 
poft iir the neighbourhood of. Ropfingei*. • 
But impatience^ which fo often becomes 
imprudence, urged the' Swcdiftx genecali 
of&cers. to attack the Imperialifts, though' 
the: latter had. received a„reiwforcement erf-- 
Spanilh- troops : this was contrary to the o- 
pioion of general Horn ; but his^&refight 

was 
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was conftrued into timidity, and he was o- 
bliged to give way. A battle was there- 
fore fought near Nordlingen, in which the 
greateftpart of the Swedifh infantry was 
cut to pieces, and a number of prifoners. 
taken; Guftavus Horn was amongft the: 
latter, after performing prodigies of va-- 
lour, whofe military knowledge, unhappi- 
ly, but too little confultcd, even exceeded^ 
his courage. The Protcftant league felt: 
the weight of this blow extremely^ as ther 
confequenccs were likely to be very fatal. 
Tchc ele45lor of Saxony, ever regardful of- 
his pe'rfonal intereft, and unmindful of the 
common, caufe, was the- firft to ^ break hk- 
connexion, with the aHiesj and to. join the 
vi&>riotis party^.. The l^iperialifts made- 
thebeftiafcof viaory, by fubduipg feve- 
ral confiderable places, and harraflihg their 
enemies.- In this extremity, Sweden had 
recouffe to France; and ceded Philipf- 
bourg and the province of Alfatia to that 
power, as the reward of thofe fervices fhc 
expected from this alliance. The grand 
chancellor went himfelf to Paris to ncgoti- - 
ate a treaty which, he hoped, might enable 

him 
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him to prop the tottering ftate of Sweden. 
This minifter received froih the king, and 
the whole nation, thc^e honours that were 
due to his rank, and (till more to his me- 
rit. He did jiiftice himfclf to this recep- 
tion, on more occafions than one. The 
fan:ous John de Wert, who had done fo 
much mifchief to the French by his incur- 
fions, and whofe name was become fo ter- 
rible to the inhabitants of Paris, that it 
afterwards pafled into a proverb, was at 
laft taken prifoner by the Swedes, and de- 
livered up to the French. On hearing ge- ' 
neral Horn was in the hands of the impe* 
riaiifts, chancellor Oxertfteirri, wlio was • 
brother-iil-l^. to that unfortunate Swede, * 
made a propdlkl to> ^change- hini for ah * 
officer cf die empife y but he met with 
niuch difficulty and dilatbrmefs in the con- 
duftof a nation, unwilling to fct her moft 
formidable enemy at liberty : the folicita- 
tions of the queen, the rtgency, and the ' 
grand chancellor had not fufficient efficacy 
to ptevcnt field-marChal Horn from re* 
maining near eight years in captivity. 

The 
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The Imp^rialifts- h^vie^g: td^en Philtpf^ 
bourg by furpriz€^ Wller^: the. French bad . 
giieat magazbeSi and likewife reduced 
fome other cities, the Swede;* w«re imder 
the neceffity of relingMiftriog. jp^ilt; of;, their: 
conqwefts,. in.ordfr t^>g§tii.ti^^i::an(d,pjie-. ; 
vent their total rviin s . thf yt yieji(ted there-^ 
fore Pruflla to the/kiag of. Poland^ to^ 
foften thac . pfw^r a^d Pbtaia . a,! neijewa^ of 
the trctsity bet^isfin :thfim,, vfl^ioh was alt 
n>o^rC3^ireds . : 

. The oioft (Jftftgg^ptisvcimOTy:. of Sw^dem. 
wa«. the^eloQlor qf S^femyi ;. nAthaug waaicar^ 
pablfi:. of^ f^tfiiig: hpuodi.tftitJw* kiMte^atcr 
nialice . wijk.'^kJte hcperfowtofc his.aifc-. 
cicqt s^li«<;..eii«MJy:;eipi^ artificcri . 

aiidjC^jfMif^flfteefpr:}^^ With,. 

bfibe$ ajA^ipo^foi be^i^tdueedra dHaStSi-j 
edrpartylp^S^redtihr officers;, iriiwhom bad:: 
fuqcdS) airf M^jit of pay, . bad. weakened - 
that zfBat 2«^d, attachment they owed their 
CQUptJfy. At this, ttme the deftiny, and- 
even the very exiftcoceof Sweden, depend- 
ed^pnf.twQ perfons only.j.chanceUpr Oxen*-. 
fteirn, the moft. able and moft aftive poll- 
ticiap.of the age^ negotiated the. biifinefs of 

the 
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tlie ndtk>n ; genef^l Banier, as much re- 
nc»v^l5d for. his eourage^nd military capa- 
city, fought its battles. As a means to 
break that intelligence which the ckftor of 
•Saxony 'maintained with his army, Banier 
found himfelf under the neccffity of march- 
ing into the dutchy of Brunfwick : the Sax- 

* ons, taking advantage of his retreat, ex- 
tended their Knes along the banks of the 

- Elbe -, immediately the Swedifh general or- 
-'dfered a fbrced ^toafchi furprized the afn?iy 

• of the empire, deftroyed part of it, aAd 
made, a- great many prifoners. This vfc- 

'tory was attended withyfevei^al other ad- 

- vantage^, -thet principal -^feW, that if^tt- 
J^animfetdd'the fpiric^f the troops, and kept 
' the ^tmlecoi^ients in obedie^ci?. - • • j ^ ^ * > 

'* : ( J^g^V''»%7) The^Proteftaiit league .Hwis 
. entirely diflblved. Sweden, amoagft all 
-her confederates in Germany, had been un- 
abk to^tain any befides the Landgrave of 
rHeflfe j-aftd tfti^prinfce, furrouDded-by enc- 
' rtfica, was irie^^j^citftted to ^1&: her; Eng- 
-knd, Frahc0, audi Hc^Uand ref^ifedto make 
-anopen declaration of war againft Ger- 
many, contenting themfelves^ith fecretly 

wilhing 
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fairs x>f Sweden again into confufion. Duke 
Bernardo's army, which was alfo called 
Weimar's, was left without a commander ; 
-feveral'powers claimed prctenfions of right 
over it ; amongft others the eledtor Pala- 
tine, who fent deputies. to treat with the 
officers, whilft he hiijifelf fet out frbm Eng- ^ 
land, intending to travel through France 5 
but at Moulins he was arretted, for paffing 
without having aflced the royal pcrmiffion, 
and conduced, as a prifoner, to the caftle 
of Vincennes : the true reafon for this mea- 
fure was, that the. French had formed a de- 
fign of getting the command of duke Ber- 
nard's "army into -their own hands, inwhifch 
th^y at length fucceeded ; gaining over, by 
promifes and money, Erlac, the duke's 
principal officer; by whrcb means they af- 
fumed the difpofal both of his army ahd 
conquefts ; particularly of the city of Bri- 
fac, at the fame time appointing the count 
de Guebriant, commander in chief. 

Notwithftanding fome recent advantages 
that the Swedes had acquired over the Jfh- 
perialifts, they ftill found their objeftitms 
to peace infurmoimtable j* fome great- blow 

was 
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was therefore neceflary. General Banicr, 
to awaken the ardour of the allies, joined 
his troops .to thofe of Weimar, Heffe, and 
Lunenburg, forming • by this junction a 
formidable army, capable of giving law to 
the enemy, had it been under the guidance 
of a fkilful leader : but the pride of thofe 
generals, who equally afpired to that ho- 
nour, proved the grand obftacle which this 
Army had to fubdue -, and, as it always hap- 
pens on fimilar occafions, the intereft of in- 
dividuals was preferred to that of the pub- 
lic. Thefe feuds made it neceflary to di- 
vide again, and ad feparately. 

The lords of the regency in Sweden, re- 
mote from the operations of the war, Qow 
in their decifions, and frequently oppofite 
in fentiments, tjirew a new embarraffment 
into affairs. From jealoufy of authority, 
th<y removed all thofe who were likely to 
balance it : the queen-dowager could npc 
"Obtain any (hare in the government, and 
faw herfelf in a manner conftrained to fix 
her refidcnce at the caltle'of Gripfholm, in 
the province of Sudermania-, where fiie 
was fo much difcontented, that at lenp-th 
D flic 
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Ihc reiblved takave-the kingdom. To ac- 
compfiih her purpofe, (he had entered into 
a private correfpondence with Denmark 5 
and' on finding ihat king difpofed to aflift 
her flight, fhe embarked in a fmall veflfel 
to the ifle of Gothland, where two men of 
^war 'Were appointed for her guard ; in this 
manner fhc arrived, and was condufted in 
triumph into Denmark. 

Count d'Avaux and father Bougeant 
have both confidered this queen's elope- 
ment as an adventure of gallantry. The 
count, informing the dutchefs of Savoy of 
the event, relates it in the following^erms : 

*• A king and queen in the Northern he- 
*^ miiphere, who were feparatcd by an arm 
•« of the fea, which ferved as a boundary to 
*' their kingdoms, wilhed for a nearer alii- 
*' ance : the good intelligence between 
« them commenced by fecret embaflies 
*« dexteroufly carried on by a witty female 
*^ who certainly has more addrefs than all 
«* our ambafTadors. One fine morning, 
«* juft at the dawn o£ day, the fair princef^, 
*' attended only by a knight and. a .confi- 
♦* dant, mounted her palfrey, and by con- 

-" ccaled 
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** ccaled pachs through woods and rocks, 
*' arrived on the fea-fliore, and pafled the 
** ftraits in a forry boat, more courageoufljr 
** than ever Lcandcr did 1 But they had 
*' not failed far before they were accoftcd 
'* by an admiral, who received her majet 
" ty on board with a difchar j,e of his ar- 
*' tillery; publilhing thus to the world a 
" myftery till then lb carefully concealed. 
" The fleet appointed for iier reception was 
*' magnificently equipped •, furnilhed with 
J'* xnoft exquifitc dainties of every kind , 
*' and to compkat the gallantry of th^ en- 
**' fertainment, there was an excellent band 
** of mufickfc In this fplendid manner the 
<<*queen, the widow of Guftavus, has been 
" conduced to' a Danifh ifland, where 
** Chriftiern IV. who now may truly be faid 
^ to reign happily, is gone to receive her/' 
It was the general opinion that the king 
of Denmark flattered his im agination with 
the hopes of bringing about a marriage be- 
tween his fon Frederick and queen Chrif- 
tkia, and with this view affifted the queen- 
mother's efcape. She afterwards retired in- 
to the territories of the eledor of Bnihden- 
D 2 botirg. 
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bourg, and 4"emained there till the queen 
her daughter was of an age to take the 
reins of government j the fenate, in the 
mean time, allowing her a peftfion to fup- 
port the dignity of her rank. 

This fugitive princefs returned to Swe- 
den in 1648, and made her entry into 
Stockholm with great magnificence : Chrif- 
tina paid her the compliment of embarking 
in a little veflel, ill order to meet her at 
Dahlerven; but fhe was overtaken by a 
tempeft, and with difiicalty jgained the 
Ihore. 

(1641) One of the principal lords of the 
regency dying in the beginning of this 
year, the fenate referred to the young 
queen, whofe minority was nearly expired, 
the nomination of his fucceflbr ; and it had 
reafon to extol her prudence on this de- 
licate occafibn, for not ftewing the leaft 
prepofleffion, and for preventing every jea* 
lous complaint. She wrote to her uncfc 
John Calimir, the prince Palatine, thofc 
reafons which determined her againft the 
appoiinthient of Chiles Guftavus^ his foh» 
in b^pdfition *to the ties of blood and 

friend- 
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Jiriend&ip ; the prituipal of which was, 
that To near an approach to a throtie, to 
which he might have fomc pretenfions, 
* would be apt to kindle apprehenfions . ixi 
the Swedes. Ghriftina ordered a lift to be 
taken of the names of thofe perfons whofc 
birth entitled them to the vacant dignity, 
and left the decifion to chance, which de- 
clared in favour of the count de Brahe. 
Soon after this, the fcnate invited the young 
queen to prefidc in tl^if affemblies •, where 
die difcoveired great iffidufty, quitting with 
joy her former amufements, to apply her 
tlK>ughts towards the difciiffion of the mod 
ferious and intricat^e saf^irs % fuirounded by 
old fagacioirs couniellors and profound po* 
iiticians^ enchanting them- by the vivacity 
of her wit, and the penetration of her judg- 
ment. 

Banier, in the mean time, had attempted 
an cnterprize equally bold and difficulty 
for, marchihg at the head of his advanced 
guard, he approached Ratilbon, where the 
emperor and the dates of the empire were 
aflembled : his intention was to attack 
them by furprizcj and fo to finilh the war 
D 3 at 
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at once, by. a fiidden and unexpc6led 
ftroke. The Imperial troops were difperC- 
ed in winter-quarters; the Danube was 
frozen over; fo that all appearances con- 
curred to facilitate this grand defign : but 
a fuddcn thaw Hopped the Sv/edifh gene- 
ral at the very inftant he was preparing to 
crofejihe river; and the laqgc quantity of 
ice prevented his conftruding a bridge of 
boats. To add to this difappointment, the 
count de Gucbriant withdrew ' his forces 
from the Swedes, and retired towards th^ 
Maine, in fpite of all the arguments ; and 
entreaties Banier made ufe of to perfuade 
hitii not to abandon him. The alarm was 
fpre^d atRatifbon ; and as the Imperialifts. 
had time to coUeft their troops, the danger 
of the. Swedes, furrounded by enemies, and 
menaced with being crufhed by their num- 
ber, was imminent: however, Baftier re- 
treat<fd by the forcft of Bohe mia, whift the 
Imperialifts, amufing themfelves impru- 
dently and inadively at Ratiflbon, let the 
. opportunity of reyenge efcape : the Swedifti 
jarmy luckily gained the paflage of Prcfnitz 
.onl) half an hour before Picdomini arriv- 
ed, 
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ed\ who had marched with the utmoft ex- 
pedition to furprife them, but was ob- 
ftrudted himfelf, and obliged to retire. 

By the death of George of Lunenbourg, 
the Swedes lofta powerful ally : the admt- 
jiiftration of that houfe did no^purfuc his. 
plan, but confulted their own private emo- 
lument more than the- general intcreft of 
Germany. 

The lanc%rave of Hefle and the count 
of Schomberg died about the fame time; 
but no'lofs was more fenfxbly felt than that 
of general Banicr. This great man^ thfe 
{}upU of Guftavus, hisiiiend and confident^ 
ftrangly refcmbled him in his perfon, but 
ftill more in tte qualities of his heart, and 
th^ extent and vivacity of his genius. He 
pcrfefted the art of war by uniting pru- 
dence with valour, and the wifdom of 
caunfel with the affivity of ejoeeution. 
The plan of his campaigns was admirable; 
he feemed to pierce into futurity, and to havie 
the art of preparing and conducing thofc 
events that fuited his purpofe : to finifli his 
charadker, there never was a citizen m<»e 
zealous for the glory of his country. In- 
D 4 cxpc- 
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experience^ a^ Chriftin^ was, ihe knew^ 
better than all her court, how much the 
fall of fuch a general muft Ihake her 
•throne. In a letter to prince Charles Guf- 
tavus, (he fays, «I have juft now heard 
*' the heavy dcjefting news of fianier^s ill- 
^' nefs : they tell me he cannot recover v 
** and people here are little folicitous whe- 
" ther he lives or dies, fuppofing he can^ 
" eafily be repiaeed ; but fuch charadtrs 
** are very rare. If Banier dies, our affairs 
^' will certainly decline/^ Thofc misfor- 
tunes which th? queicn for^fav foon hap- 
pened ^ dtfprder re^ed in the Swcdijjb 
armyj the allies were divided anj<mgflr 
tj[jeaifelyj?3 j ^d the Jflfiperi^lifts, m^j^iflg 
good ufc x)f dh^c^r cticmm unfettlcd ftate, 
g^ir^d a cpr^Qdepablc advantage over djiefli 
nc^r .Qyedjjnbourg, and recoverecj pioft of 
th^ principal places in . Silefi^ 

( 1)5^2) Lepnard Torftepfon, whjo fuc- 
cee4ed Banier in the co«^a>and of fh^ 
troops, had been objjtged by ficknefs tQ re- 
main a long while inaOrive •, but, on this 
generars recovery, ijie opened tiie campaign 
with glory, and diftbgUifeed hunfelf by his 

aftivity, 
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aftivity, and by the rapkUcf of his con- 

The Swedes^ animated by a chief fo yi- . 
gorous and enteiprifing, recoveced. their 
former fuperiority; their courage, condiaft«* 
ed by prudence, fixed victory beneath their 
ftandards : tb^ triumphed in WeftphaUa, 
took their revenge near Quedlii^bourg, and 
Torftenfon led them vi&orious into Silefia^ 
where they regained all thde places diey 
had loft : he afterwards defeated the ca^al^ 
ry of Francis Albert, duke of Saxe^Lawen* 
bourg, who had flown to the afl^ance of 
the Imperialiftsy obliging him to furrender 
bimfelf prifoner ; he died of his wounds 
ibon ^er« Weftphalia, Moravia, and 
Saxony, became fucceffively the theatre of 
Swedifh exploits. The Impenalifts afiecn* 
bled all their forces to ftop the unboundeidv 
rage of this impetuous torrent : the arch- 
duke Leopold and general Pirolomini 
joined their armk^ and made a forced 
march, confiding in the luperior number 
of their troops. The rival nations em^e^n* 
tered hf a |>lain near Breitenfcld, already 
famous by a viftory of the grc^t Gufi;av\n.; 
D 5 . The 
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The- a6lk)n cowimenced by a furious can- 
nonade^ during which it was remarked chat 
the fame canaQn-ball killed the horfts of 
Torftcnfon aad two other officers, without 
wounding their riders. — The Swedes per- 
formed prcidigics of valour this day ; fight- 
ing in thofe fields, the ancient witncffcs of 
their glory! they left dead upon the fpot 
five . thoufand Imperialifts, and made two 
thoufand five hundred prifoners ; their own 
lofs not amounting to more than two thou- 
fend men. This day, fo glorious. for 
Sweden, was fucceeded by the furrender of 
Leipfic, and feveral great advantages ac- 
quired by the troops of HeflTe and Weimar, 
which opened a paflage into Cologne and 
Juliers. 

• InChriftina, juft beaming from the dawn 
of infancy, the fovercign of a flourifliing 
kingdom and a martial nation, the deli^ 
catc graces of her fex were blendai with 
riianiy vigour of genius, and all the quali- 
ties of a great and fublime foul. The 
daughter of Guftavus added luftre to the 
glory of her origin •, her merit was even 
fuperibr to her birth : all thefe . advantages 

were 
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were embelliflied by the fplcildor of a 
crown in her own difpofal, together with 
the gift of her handl many of the young 
monarchs and princes of Europe- became 
her admirers, ambitious of the glory of cap- 
tivating this fupeiib heart. The two princes 
of Denmark, Frederick and Ulric^ rivalb 
in lovc^ were the firft who afpired to a mar** 
riage with the young queen of Sweden: 
prince Ulricas intereft was principally fa- 
voured by the quccn-motbcri butthefenate 
rejcdted the offer of this alliance, fearing to 
fiee a revival of thofe calamities which for-' 
merly overwhelmed Sweden, when under the 
iame authority with Denmark . 

TheEleftor Palatine likewife.entered the 
Uds ; but none oi the competitors had equal 
rcafon for hop^ with the eleftor Frederick 
William of Brandenbourg : the great Guf^ 
tavus hadr^himfelf, fdk^ed this prince for 
a Jiulband to bis daughter, intending, by fo 
polidcal a unipn».to .augment the power of 
Sweden in. Germany, and join the national, 
ci>nqu?fts to the clcftoral territories.! TGhis 
marriage^ which m^fl haye. thrown fuch» 
an^ additiopal, weight of ftrength an4 gran- 
D6 deur 
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deur into tjic fcale cf Sy^ccten, was looked 
upQn \?itb je^loqfy, and even wjth dread by 
the difFcrcnf courts of Europe. Denmark 
^Rd Poland ^difcovered in the ^kftor a dan- 
^ge^pus neighbpur; the haufp of Auftria 
was fenfibte how^n^wh its fwee would be 
balanced, if not diminilh^d, by the ekdor 
of Brandenbpurg^s becoming king of Swc^ 
den ; France and Italy had cauie for ap* 
prehenfion from a Protcftant monarch fo 
powerfqL H^ Guftavos lived, this match 
would undoubtedly have been conckided^ 
as the fifft propofition of ic raifed univerfal 
joy in the army and populace -, but the re- 
gency and the iienate now ^gave it a more 
remote appearance : they had their own 
rights and privileges to preferve, which, in 
their opinion, would have been endanger** 
ed under the government of a foreign 
prince. Chancellor Oxenft€ii:n was princi- 
pally concerned in traverfing the ekftor's 
wifhes: he infinuated apprehenfions of this 
prince's over-running the country with Ger- 
mans, and beftowing on them the chief 
dignities and employments of the ftare. 
Thete were yet fome other motives which 

influ- 
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InflMnced tii^ condaift of' the cbancciior ; 
lie fecrecly flattered himielf with gam^iig 
the piiblic confem in favour of hk fon 
Elric 5 but a$ tte credit of thia nunifter btj- 
gan foon after to diminUh> he did not 
chink it {Miidentto difclofe his delign. 

John, king of Portugal, and Philip, king 
of Spain, were alfo aaxong the pretenders to 
the queen : diflferencc of religion was an 
infurmountabie obftacle to their fuccefs, 
befides the improbability that Sweden 
would fubmit to be governed by a king of 
Spain or Portugal. There was alfo fome 
reaibn ta beliere, that the emperor pri- 
vately ibl&eited this match for his Ton the 
king of the Ronians^ He apprehended 
that Chriftina, fond of tides, and won'hy 
rf tte greifteft, n>ight be flattered with an 
expedtatioh of one day joining the name of 
etif^prefs to that of queen. 

The Spanifh agent, Don PinKi«^tel» a flcit 
ful infinuating negotiator, who was m^great 
reputation with Chriftina, endeavoured to 
accompliih an affair that would aggrandize 
the power of the houfq of Auftria, by re- 
^aUiihing the emperor in thoijb German 
3 ,P^^ 
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provinces conquered by the Swedes, and at 
the lame time raife up a new barrier againft 
the power of France ; and it fecmed as if 
the Italian count Montecuculi, a general of 
the Empire, had inftrudions to gain fccrct 
alTuranccs from the queen of Sweden of her 
own confent, before he acquainted the fe- 
nate with the principal obje6t of his nego** 
tiations. 

Don John oi Auftria was another who 
alpired to the fame honour, as well as Sigif- 
mundRagotfki. general and count ofCafibvia. 
The king of France and the queen-mother 
employed M. Chanut, their ambafiador in 
Sweden, to propofe prince John Cafimir to 
the queen ; who, after being a jefiiit and a 
cardinal, had afcended the throne of Por 
land. Ladiflaus, elder brother of Cafimii:^ 
likewife defired, this connefiiioQ, fought after 
in vain byfo many princes; but he was not , 
more^ fortunate than his competitors. 

The queen made ufc of various pretexts^ 
as motives of her refufal ; fiich as reafons 
of ftate, oppofition, or difference, in reli-. 
gioh, manners, and intcrefts ; but the real 
caufewas, that from het^arlieft youth (he 
' : had. 
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had entertained an averfion to marriage ; 
however, another competitor will foon ap-- 
pear» who feemed to have the beft right to 
hope and obtain the confent of the queen 
of Sweden* 

(1643, 1644.) The Swedes- raade afud« 
den irruption into Holftein, and finding the^ 
Danes incapable of defence, they, in a fhort 
time, made thcmfelves matters of the chief 
places in that dutchy:,. fubdued all before 
them, and penetrated even into the penin- 
fola of Jutland. The Daniih infantry, 
confiftingof 4500 men, was forced tofur^* 
render at difcredon : the war raged with 
frcfh fury between thefe rival nations, and 
fome very finart engagements, pafled both 
at fea and land. The Swedes had received 
a rdnforcement of Ihips from Holland, 
which gave them the advantage in their na- 
val expeditions, yet no decifive blow was 
ftruck. Torftenfon purfued the Imperia- 
lifts with ftill greater good fortune j he had 
fi> entirely deftroyed the troops commanded 
by Gallas, as to reduce them to looa 
infantry. Thefe fad remains of his once 
flourifhing army,, their general, with great 

dif- 
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difficulty, led back into Bohemia; at the 
conclufion of the campaign. 

On the 1 8 th of December 1644, Chrif- 
tina, at eighteen years of age, took poflef- 
lion of the reins of government with the 
ufual ceremonies : from that moment fhe 
dire£ted the whole machine, and was her 
own minifterj fhe expedited her orders, 
and particularized her inftrudions to the. 
counQil. " It is. incredible, fays M. Chanut^, 
*^ the French ambaflador, how powerful 
** Chriftina is in the fenate ! She adds to 
^* her quality of fovereign thofe of grace, ^ 
" honour, courtefy, and the art of per- 
^ fuafion 5 fo that the fenators, when they 
<^ aflfemblt^ arc aftoiu&ed at the influence 
^ Ihe gains over their fentinients.** No 
fovereign ever poffeffed ftronger talents, or 
had a higher reliih for the fatigues of the 
cabinet, at an age commonly dedicated to . 
pleafure and difiipation^ the cares of go-^ 
vemment became her chief occupation, and 
ihe ^^ varied her amufements, as fhe ex-< 
*• prefles it, by varying hcf flodies." 

(164.5) H6ftilities continued between 
S^toeden andDtnmark, though, at the&me. 

time. 
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time, not without fome negotiations towards 
a peace. Chriftina proffed her chancellor 
to terminate this great work, and even 
wrote feveral letters herfelf on this fubjcd:, . 
which have been preferved as monuments 
of her policy and confummate prudence. 
At len^^th this peace, fo earneftly defired, 
was concluded to the fatisfadtion of Chrif- 
tina, by the zeal of Oxenfteirn, and the me- . 
diation of France and Holland. 

The queen demonftrated her grateful ac- 
quiefcence in the chancellor's negotiation^ 
by beftowing on him a confiderable eflate, 
which (he ^T&£bbd Into an earidom ; and, 
m order to fhed greater Splendor en the 
taile with which fhe honoured her mintfter, 
compoled and pronounced herfelf the etilo- 
gium of Oxenfteirn, fuirounded by the 
priocipal citizens of the ftate ! Chriftina, 
well inftruded in the language, manners, 
cuftoms, and hiftory, of the Greeks and 
Romans, had caught the genius <rf thcfe 
famous nations, and delighted to imitate 
thsir orations. What a noble fpeftacle for 
the Senators of Sweden \ to fee, in their af- 
fembly, a young queen of nineteen, the 

daugh- 
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daughter of the great Guftavus, declaiming 
with majefty, and rendering a folemn tri- 
bute to the merit of a fu''^je<a ! 

Grotius, fo celebrated for his vaft erudi- 
tion, and for his " Treatifes on the Rights of; 
War and Peace ^^ had made his efcape from-^ 
the prifon where he was con&ned by. the. 
Gomarift faftion ; and after experiencing, 
in France, from, cardinal Richelieu,: botb 
favour and difgracc, took refuge in Sweden- 
under the proteftion Qffejjcd; him: by Guf- 
tavus Adolphus; Hferofc t<K the. higheft 
honours in the reigr^ of Chriftina, who fcnt 
him to the court of France where,^ he ne- 
gotiated uppR a. kvek with, the cardinal 
miiiifter, who had fortnerly, as a man of 
letters, madfe him led alL tte efFefts of his 
private coutempt, bui: bow> was compelled 
tp.rcfpe^ inGrotius, the charader of am-^ 
haflador, and even to pay hom^e to his 
pnofoundiRolitics and peculiar talents fot 
negotiation. The term of his cmbafly 
proved to be that of his life, for he died at 
the very inftant Chriftina had granted him 
an honourable, retreat, with thofe rewards 
his merit claimed. The queen wrote to 
- the 
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the widow of Grotius, to aflure her of her 
generous protection, and to requeft a copy 
of all her hufband*s works ; teftifying, by 
the higheft praifes, the great efteem (he had 
ever exprcffcd for his perfon and writings. 

The peace being concluded with Den- 
mark, permitted the Swedes to turn all 
their forces againft the Imperialifts. Torf- 
tfenfon crowned his exploits by a new vic- 
tory over them, which opened him a paf- 
fage into Auftria and Moravia ; when, un- 
fortunately, this great captain faw himfelf 
ftopt in his glorious career by a diftemper 
which obliged him to alk leave to quit the 
fcrvicc ; and Chriftina, who never omitted 
an occafion to honour merit, wrote a letter 
to this illuftrious general, giving him the 
moll ihining teftimonies of her gratitude 
and admiration. Count Torftenfon was 
worthy of his fovcreign's praifes, from the 
importance and fuccefs of his fervices; it 
was impoffible to poflefs in a more eminent 
degree, the art of difciplining an army, of 
knowing how to command, and how to en- 
force obedience ; he ruled in a camp, like 
the fe^her of a family in hb houfe. This 

order 
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order and fubordination, which he foftridl- 
ly exafted, is what conftkutes the principal 
ftrength of an army, the profperity of a 
campaign, and the honour of a general. 
Marfhal Turenne ftudied the military 
fcience under this Swede; and the French, 
hero'confefled it was to him he was indebted. 
for that excellent difcipline he after wardsv 
introduced, and maintained % his owa^ 
army* 

( 1 646, 1 647) Charles Guftavus Wrangel,. 
i^ho had already diftinguilhedhimfelf,. par- 
ticularly in the laft expedition: againft Den- 
mark, was appointed general of the Swedilk. 
armies. Wrangel fupported the glory of 
his nation ; he advanced towards the 
Weferj and in his march, t^ook: pofleffion * 
©f feveral important places*. He concerted 
with Marflial Turenne the plan of his cam- 
paigns ; and thefe two great captains, aft- 
ing in conftant intelligence, obtained- many 
fignal advantages over the Imperialifts and 
Bavarians. The emperor, alarmed with, 
the uninterrupted fucccfs of the Sw6des, 
came in perfon to animate the troops by. 
his prefence ; his army was encamped upon 

an 
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an eminence in the neighbourhood of the 
city of Egra, in fuch a dilpofxtion, that a 
river only feparatftd it from the Swedes. 
Wrangel, at the head of fome fquadrons of 
hoffe, Ipread an alarm in the enemy's camp, 
and pierced almoft to the emperor's tent, 
with a defign to feizc his perfon. The 
-life-guard who held the watch were kiBed •, 
but the Swedilh detachjnent being foon furr; 
rounded, the emperor had^imetofave him- 
fclf ; and Wrangel, ifter lofing a great many 
.men, retreated with much difficulty. The 
-Impcrialifta, 'quickly finding themfelves 
ftraitened in their camp, and in want of 
provifions, began their march, winding their 
Ncourfc on the fide of the Upper Palatinate, 
but were conftantly harrafled by the 
Swedes, who purfucd them in detached par- 
ties, finding it impoflible to force them to 
a general engagement, notwithftanding their 
vvaft fuperiority of numbers, and the advan- 
tage of fighting on then* own territories. 

'One day, at the celebration of divine fer- 
vice, in the chapel belonging to the cattle of 
Stockholm, Chriftina being prefent, attend- 
ed by the principal lords of her court, a* 

frantic 
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frantic wretch attempted to affaflinate hcf^ 
This man was preceptor to a college, and in 
the vigour of life : he chofe the time when 
the congregation was at confeflion, and 
darting through the croud, threw himfelf 
over a baluftrade, beyond which the queen 
^as kneeling. Count Brahe Drotfet, the 
grand judiciary, called aloud to the guards, 
who inftantly formed a barricade with their 
halberts to oppofe him^ but, ftrikingthem 
with violence, he leaped over the barrier, 
and, in an inftant, was fo near her majefty, 
as to aim a blow with a diawn knife con- 
cealed in his fleeve : (he, in avoiding tJie 
ftroke, leaned againft her matter of the 
horfe, who immediately threw himfelf upon 
the affaffin, and caught him by the hair ; all 
this was but the work of a moment. As 
this poor creature was known to be a luna- 
tic, and confequently to have no accom- 
plices, he was only ordered into ftridt con- 
Bnment : Chriftina returned to her prayers j 
the prefling danger fhe had fo narrowly 
cfcaped, excited no emotion vifible to the 
eyes of the fpedtators, who appeared much 
more terrified than herfclf 

This 
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This young queen was enamoured with 
all heroic characters v regarding with parti- 
cular attention all thofe warriors who were 
diftinguillied in the career of honour 
amongft the moft polilhcd nations ; and, as 
if (he had been eftablifhed the fovereign 
judge of glory, made it an indifputablc 
duty to diftribute proportions of it v^th her 
own hand, according to the n>erit of the 
candidates. In her early reading, (he had 
infibibed a lingular tafte for .chivalry, which 
ftill warmed her imagination with a.paflion 
for the recital of lofty deeds of valour. The 
great Conde was always her favourite hero, 
or rather her knight. Under the title of 
duke of Enguien, he was already celebrat- 
ed for intrepidity, and the whole train of. 
.military virtues: Chriftinafent him a letter,, 
by her .ambaflador, exalting to the higheft 
degree the great qualities he poflefled, and 
the viftories he had gained, particularly 
sthat near Nortlingen, over the troops of 
-Bavaria. 

About this time Count Magnus de la 
Gardie was appointed ambaflador to 
France : this nobleman was fon to the con- 

ftable 
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ftabfe of Sweden ; and by efpdufing thts 
princeft Maria, coufin to Chriftina by the 
father's; fide, became allied' to his fovereiga; 
His grandfather was a Freilchman of mode- 
rate extraftion. '* The count de laGardic 
" (fays Madanne de Mottevillc, in her Me- 
^^ moifs) was a genteel figure, had a lofty 
"mien, and all the appearance of a diftin- 
** guifhed favourite. He talked of his 
<« queen in language fo paflionately re^ 
" fpedful, as plainly indicated there was no 
'^ injuftice in fufpefting that the tenderncfs 
" of his affedion exceeded. what the duty 
<« of a fubjed: requires." He was em- 
ployed in this embafly to France, to pro- 
cure an alliance between that court and 
Sweden ; he met with a very honourable re- 
ception, and was highly pleafing to the mi- 
niftry. Well-informed what influence this 
lord had over the mind of the queen, they 
hoped, by moulding him to their purpofe, 
to manage this negotiation with fo much ^ 
dexterity, that the pretenfions of Sweden 
fhould be ^ facrificed to the interefts of 
France in the approaching peace. Car- 
dinal Miazaria was not deceived in his ex- 

pedtation j 
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pcftation ; he afted like a refined politician 
perfedly acquainted with the fecret fprings 
of courts, and the infallible methods to in- 
fure the fuccefs of a treaty. 

Adler Salvius was another perfon whotn 
Chriftina raifcd to an eminent degree of fa- 
vour ; he was defccndedfrom v^ry indigent 
parents, but had been diftinguiflied, from 
his youth, for uncommon political talents, 
and a genius for minifterial affairs : he was 
chancellor to the crown, and the queen ap- 
pointed him her fecond ambaflador at the 
congrefs of Paris, in order to balance the 
weight of John Oxenfteirn, the grand chan- 
cellor's fon ; oppofing that powerful fami- 
ly, too imperious in its demands, and fetting 
too exorbitant a value on paft fervices. 
The queen wrhes to Salvius, " I exhort 
•* you to hold that unruly horfe with a tight 
•* rein, for fear he fhould leap over the 
«* pole.*' Minifters, whofe interefts were 
fo incompatible, could not poffiWy accord 
in their fentiments. Salvius, adhering to 
the queen's inllruftions, was vehement for 
a peace; Oxenfteirn, x)n the contrary, fore- 
E feeing 
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^edpg that Us power :imd the w^r muft 
t^ye tte i^e xoncluliop, created a thou- 
fand difficulties Jto retard it, Chriftina was 
Jj^lous.qf every encroacha;went on her au- 
tliprity,a«idinduftrioiiflyftudied to humble 
tbpfe who had hitherto enjoyed the princi- 
pal dircftion of affairs, beftowing her con- 
^fi4enQe on new minifters formed by herfeif, 
w^hom Ihe had the fatisfadlion of finding 
docile and fubmiffive to her will. The fc- 
cret inftruftions drawn by this young queen, 
, in her letters to Salvius, are evidences of 
the refinement of her underftanding, as 
well as of that fi)rtitude and independency 
of charafter, which unfolded itfelf by de- 
grees through the progrefs pf her life. 

The conclufion of a peace was ftill far- 
ther retarded, by the difagreement that fub- 
fitted between the French plenipoteatiaries 
the counts d'Avaux and Servien : the firft 
wasfupported by the queen-mother > the 
fecond by cardinal Mazarine. The pecu- 
liar efteem Chriftina had for the count 
d'Avaux induced her to addrefs him firc- 
quently, to know his opinion of the fchemcs 



Jlwf was formiDg for public utflity, and to 
<jonfult him in points that regarded her prt- 
•rate inter^. 

The count dc Scrviehi fevoumte of tfce 
prime niiniftcr of France, was to be m6re 
-artfully ni«iaged. ** It is eflentially nc- 
** ceflary (fays this princefs to Salvius) that 
«* I ihould maintain a perfeft intelligence 
♦* with Monfieur de Scrvien -, for you arc 
•^ to confider him *as the cardinal's creature. 
" I am thoroughly^ acquainted with the 
•* manners of the French, and know that 
<* the grcateft part of their politenefs con- 
•** lifts in unmeaning compliments ; yet, as 
«* nothing is loft by civility, I think it zU 
** ways beft to repay them in their owrt 
<• coin." From this letter, it is evident how 
attentive this young queen was to every 
duty of royalty, examining the minuceft 
circumftances, ftudying the charaAers and 
nrianners of nations, fathoming the depth of 
genius in foreign mrnlfters, and workino- 
upon their virtues and defefts, to accom-' 
plifh her defigns. Peace was the darling 
objeft of all her fpeculations.* Born in the 
midft of the troubles of war^ perpetually 
E 2 agitated 
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^9^mti£^by thc'd^ly vidffitudes oi hrtvaai^ 
^nd ibe tuiniikof anns, this priitcds expc*^ 
rletice4 the impoffilMlity of purfuing the 
-ylaii of a wife admkiftraticHr, in fo teirn- 
peftuous a feafon : diewhde extent, ther©- 
fore, of her a6tions and dcfigns tended to- 
i-wards the reftoration of peace and tran- 
«juilitjr to Europe 

- (iiS48) The ambaffidors from Siwedeir, 
4)nd from the major part of the Proteftant 
^ate$^ held a congrcfs at Ofn^wg ; whilft 
the plenipotentiaries of the Empire, Ffance, 
Spain, and Hollaml, together with chc 
Popc^s nuncio, and the miniftcrs of moft 
of the Catholic princes, aflcmbkd at Mun^ 
^r. The cootrading parties made choice 
^i different places, to avoid die difficulties 
of precedency that would have attended 
their mingling together ; but it was, at the 
fame time, ftipulated that the treaties con- 
cluded in both thcfe cities fhoukJ be ratified 
in the fame mariner as if concluded in one. 
THc«^ i» J^o inftancc of a more folcmn, or 
important affembly . The plenipotentiaries 
:^ ttlm<^ all the powers of Europe, on this 
f^cafion^ difpbtjed the moft cm&mm^tc 

kno^- 
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knowkdgc that refined polky could fiigr 
geft ; but there were fo manyjming intemfts 
«) conciliate, that tbeir negotiations were? 
ksft uafiniQied for many years ;. to which the 
want of harniony among the priac^al mi^ 
nifters did not a little contribute. 

Durihg this period. the. French,, under the 
command of nurfhal Turemw, jqincd with 
the Swedes in fupportiag the reputation of 
thrir arms againft Ae Itnpcrialifts, The 
city of Prague had fallen into the hands of 
ihe 3wede$ by the treachery of a lieutenant-- 
toloMlw^o» tlie enf^rorhad'dirgiiiced; 
The city wai laid imder contribution, and 
fevcral perfona <^ diftbdion were anumgft 
the prifoners, Charles Gufiavus, duke of' 
Deu:i^ PontSi of the Palatine branch of Ba*^ 
yaria, was commander 'm chief of the S wc^ 
diili troops, and gave fignal pr6of$ in Ger^ 
iBany both of valour and experience. This 
young prince had learned, in company with 
nur0ial Turenne, the art of war unikr the 
celebrated Twftenfon : he was nephew to 
the great Guftavus, am], of courfe, firft^ 
coufin to Chriftina. i^^ered. by the hope 
of gaining the heart of the young quecn» 
E 3 he 
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lie maidQ, his appearance at the court oS 
Swedmv lout Ending ia her an infurn:K)unt'» 
zkikixp^Sion for mdependency, a$ well as an» 
invincible averfipn to the marriage-ftate, he 
defpaired of making, any impreffion on her 
fenfibility, and therefore returned to thc^ 
zrtnj. A colaAant leries of fuccefs, that 
attended the SwediAi arms, rendered Chrif^ 
tina fole arbitreis of the peace ^ and this^ 
bleflTing, fo ardently wiihed for, was at laft 
granted, and a termination put to the war 
in the month of O&aber 1648. By thb 
treaty^ there were c^ded to the crown of 
Sweden the perpetvtity of all the Nearer 
l^onacrania, the ifle df Rugen^ Stettin, and' 

^l&mc other places in the Farther Pome* 
rania*, the harbours of the mouth of the 
Cder, Wilmar, the archWfhopric of Bre- 
men, and the biihopric of Verden, befides 
the payment of five millions of crowns, to 

' indemnify that kingdom for the expenccs 
of the war. The interefts of France were 
not forgotten in this treaty, for Chriftina 

* was attached by inclination to that people, 

I and would not coifclude any articles that 
were not'fatisfaftoryto her allies. This 

peace, 
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feace, therefore, which had been negotiated 
by the ablcft ftatefmcn of thedmesywaare^ 
garckd as the political ctodc of that fzj£i£ 
Europe, . . . .» 

Chriftina attributed the honour of .this 
great work to her chancellor and &Vo)intt 
Salvius: fhe thought tlic moft agreeable re- 
coixipence ihc could bcftow; was' to raifc 
him to the rank, of a fenalort which is r^ 
garded m Sweden 9s thi moft diftit^ilh^d 
dignity. ** When the point in dcbate.(feys^ 
** the queen, in hcrfpeech»ta thefenate) is 
«^ concerning good advice and wiie coMnfel> 
«*i»>'one enquires whether the advifer haa( 
^« fixteen quartern in his coat of anns» but 
«« whether he has laboured for the welf^ 
•*ofthcftatc; .Salvius is deficient in po 
^« qusdification but nobility of birth, and 
, " he may efteem it an advantage to his 
*^ character, that the world can tarnifh it 
^^ with no other reproach ; the capability of 
** my minifters is of the utmoft importance 
*' to my government.** 

This minifter took his feat among the 

firft noblemen of Sweden ^ the protection 

of his fovcreign, and the Icrvices he had: 

E 4 ^ done 



8o HISrt)kY or CHRISTINA, 
done his own country, and €vcn all Eu- 
rope, were the tfitles that adorned him. 

^ By the diligence of prince Charles, gene- 
r^ifllmo to the troops, the treaty of peace 
was executed immediately after it was con- 
cluded 5 for he would notdilband his forces, 
' till the Swedes had obtained entire fatis- 
facftion in every article of the agree- 
- ment. 

^ \164g, 1650) The ftates, feeing the 
' public tranquility reftored, thought to af- 
cemin their happinefs by foliciting the 
cjuecn to feledt from among the princes 
that adored her, one worthy of the title of 
her hylband, and thie king of her people j 
they prefented to her the national wiflies in 
favour of prince Charles Guftavus, for 
whom, oiF all her admirers, the queen ex^ 
yrefled the moft inclination, or rather the 
k^ averfion. In reality, when Chrillina 
wa^ very young, Ihe had, fportingly, pro- , 
mifed to marry this prince, and ever after 
mdntained an intimate connexion with him, 
giving him teftiponies of particular efteem 5 
which indeed he merited from the accom- 
plifhme'nts of his niind and heart, the graces 
. '''-'■ ' ' of 
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of his perfon, and the nnilitaly rcputatioii he 
had acquired* 

Tq this let it be addcd» that Guftarus 
was bora and educated in Sweden y wa 
^ points which fecmed to give himafuperior 
right of cxpea»tion over thofe foreign 
princes who fought the honour of poflfefling 
the crown and handof Chriftina, But, too 
lofty for fubjeftion, this princefs eonftantly 
difd^incd all the homage that ambition ajid 
love were capable of oflfering ; and ih» wm 
confirmed in her principles of ind^pendenoy 
by her fevourite Magnus de la Q^f^k^ wh^ 
more th}u> onee diffuaded her, when fhe waa 
on the point of yielding to the intrcaties of 
the fenate, and, what was more prevalf n^ 
to the natural diftates of her Keart, m h^ 
vour pf prince CharJfts. Thi^. favpwit^ 
feared that the queen's marriage wpuld.di- 
miniflj his credit : he flattered bimfelf th»{ 
in time he Ihpuld nile the nation under the^ 
fanftion of her authority i but his kheoi^ 
vanilhed,-and difgra^e overtook hjpi wh^n 
b(5 thought only of doQiinion, 

Chriftina finding it j*equifite to anfwer. 

the repeated gnd preffingfqlicitationi^qfth^ 

E 5 ftates 



[pt^.hyA^Mmim^ replied in the& 
jir^or^: "The npmioation of.^.princa 
'?'u^9r^y to.fu^ceed me in the tbnonev ^d. 
^'Vf^PfWt witk dignity the giory of tl*e.go-v. 
« vemment, will giv€ me the highelb fatifr-. 
wfaftion.. .Marriage is uncertain> in- its. 
*^ 'co^feqycnces i infift upon it no longer;. 
^ the chance is equal, whether i m^y pxiip 
V th?, world with ^ Ncfo, or bkis it, wi^h ai> 
«^.;Ax|guftus." The refuk o5 thisideciaiia^. 
Hon was a. meeting of the fenate^ and the de- 
puties of the ftaces^ in^ which they offered 
frefli.but ineffedual rpmonftrances to ih& 
gueen. Fnding rhemfelvf^s obliged tq fub- 
miv^ to 4ier determination, they^ in. purfu- 
aiice of herdefire, confirmed the ele6bbn of 
pfHiee Gharies Guftavus as fucceffor to the 
riiFone of Sweden y who immediately aflum- 
edthe title of royal highnefs, taking ane 
oath to the que eo, that both himfelf andhis 
defce-fidants would render her entire ob^di* 
ence andfervice, as their lawful fevereign ; 
that he would never undertake any affair 
of importance relative to the adminiftration, 
but with the knowledge and approbation 
of the queen .and, fenate, mA by thcppw««»' 
^ ' and< 



and- command of her mkjc^: that &i 
'cafe of his ^cccflion to the thtone, he wouitt ^ 
Maintain all the 'brdcrs of the kmgdorh/ahcl 
every patticvite fubjedt; in their righa, pn- - 
vihges, and Hberties; 

This eleaion was foUOwcd by the queen^s ^ 
coronatk)n^ which was celebrated at Stock-. 
hiAm with an extraordinary magnificence, 
equal to the lufl*e of her reign, and the 
glory that Sweden enjoyed, When the 
ceremony in the church was- ended, the 
queen afcended afumptuous car drawn by, 
four white horfes-, whilft her treafurer feat- 
tercd befwe her-mfedals of-* gold and filver 
atoongft the populace- ^ Poffibly C hriftina ' 
was defirous to^-emulat^ the Roman tri- 
umphs,. and> renew the memory of that' 
Iplendid ]^mpin the eyes of the beholders, 
which was. foraiiwly the reward of heroes 
crowned with viftoriouslaurels. Undoubt- 
edly the afbitrefs of the peace of Europe, 
whonmpofed la^^s on fo many warlike na- 
tions, merited as« well: the h6ttour of a 
triumph \ On this occafion chancellor Oxen- 
fteifn obfcrved, that ^as Chriftina was the 
fifft of the female fex*who had reigned in 
E 6 Sweden^ 
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Sweden, flje ought to be tiegarded arid 
tttsMd like a monarch •, and ever fince that 
epocha the reigning queen of Sweden, at 
htsr coronation, is always proclaimed kmg. 

(1651, 1652) France was now agitated 
by domcftic tr6uble$/ai)d expofed to all the 
horrors of a civil war. Cardinal Mazarine^ 
who prcfided at the helm of government, 
ruled with a violence of authority that oc^ 
caiioned a revolt amongft all orders of the 
ftate, the parliament, and the princes of the 
bicod. This prime minifter was powerful 
and bold enough to imprifiMi the prince of 
ConAS, the prince of Conti^ and the duke 
cf Longueville. Thefe events were intc^ 
reftihg to Chriftina : fhe wrote to the kmg 
of Ff aiH^e, to perfuade him to endeavour 
the re-<^bli&ment of tranquility in his 
dominions 5 and when her hero, the grtat 
Conde, recovered his liberty, (he did not for- 
get to congratulate him upon it : thefe are 
fome of her cxpreffions. *^ Coufin, I may 
«^ venture to affirm, that amidft the public 
^< joy, and amongft that variety of peribns 
*«^in France attached to your intereft, few 
«^ haNne experienced greater faci^ai^n than 
'^ . niy-» 
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*^myfelf itf the rcftoratkm ctf your UlKVi/ .^ 
" I am ib much totenefted in whauever c^i>- 
<^ ceras the «dvaotage and f^>or4 of your 
*^ country, that I could not, coDCfal mp 
** joy wiuetk I heard the prtfon door^ were 
<^ unbarred^ and the chaio$. uiilhackl^d from 
*^ thofe hands that had foughi: and coi^ 
^ qaofcd. in fo many fields ; a«i evenc which 
** will imofKMtidizeih^ glorious and fuocefs-^ 
*^ ftd regency of rii« queea my fitter."; 

The misfidrtwes of France continued^ 
and Chriftina perfevered m employing her 
medtatton to terminate them r her ^eal for 
the intereft of a nation (he fincerely loved 
would not allow her to negk£i; any method 
inftrumental to reftoring its quiet ; Ihe ad- 
drefled the queem^mother, the princes of 
tkac biood^ cardinal de Ret^, the duke of 
LeogueviUe» the parliament^ and Made* 
moiieUc de Montpenfiert pq^ this fulled:; 
and even comnjumded her ambailador in. 
France to ueat, in her name, with the op- 
pofite parties, and endeavour to reconcUer 
timt diflenfions.: But it was only in gene*- 
ral terms that the queen coid^d repreferk the 
.evils of difcord> and exhort theija, to peace i 
- it 



if^wa^ imi>offible forhei^ t;p^difcel1i t^ tim^- 
ofaled? av^rfictf^ the fecret fprni^soitmff 
f^l4 ^unbiUQn, and rail thofe partktilar isi-^' 
t^ffts that w€r« cflential caufes c£ the puln 
IfG calamities, , an<i whick were; jtiever to be ' 
annihilared but by tracing them u> their 
fouree* Iiv the courie ojFthefe tranfadions' 
Ghriftina > mad^ a prcfentj to the qoeen of 
F-raace, of a fine fliip of war> caUcd .the^ 
j^ne i and of another named' the J^usi tC3r 
cardinal Mazarine.. Thexourt* of. prance 
faw with uneaiinefS' a foreign pianio^^ offers 
her affiftance ia their, domeilic quaifels;: 
and the folicitude ihe exprefled <mly the 
more encreafed the. rdocour of their hearts.* 
Cardinal Mazarine .perceiving . they were, 
difpofed to. facrifke. hino, ^nd proud of thcv 
fuperiority he maintained over the mind oft 
the queen- nootber^^peai^ed^nore than ever, 
averf^ to an accommodation. Chriftina, at£ 
Igtfi^ declined any farther imerpofmon^leav-v 
ingit to time to 6nd a remedy for the mis-; 
fortunes of a nation with which ihe was in, 
aUiange, and which fee Iwiented, without- 
Wing-abletQfuccour,. ?. 
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But diflfeniuMis, whidi at this ciffie bmka 
mxt uEiesqie&edly among the diflSerent niiik» , 
of men in then* own country,- re^uircxl the. 
litmoft cir<wnfpediofi - in the queen.* The : 
nobility com|rfained openly of Chriftina's . 
prodigality to her favourites.-. Tlieyhadt 
always regarded the principal-employments . 
in tb: ftate, and thofe advantages iannexhl . 
to them, as a kind of patrimony j of; Which . 
they could not be deprived^without injuftice* 
Tte clergy, were not Icfedifcon tented at the 
inconliderablc fhare allowed th^m in the 
govemtnent. The populace teudly exclaim^ 
ed againft tlie pride and ^fltpation of the 
court, and impatiently enduced the burthen 
of taxes for the emolument of particular 
perfons The queen hiwi the addrefi to 
avail herfclf of thefe divifions for the aug- 
mentationof her own authority. She na- 
tii^aUzed, ennobledj and enriched, a great 
number of foreign families, chiefly Ger- 
mans, who had diftinguiflied themfelves in 
the ktewar bythefcFvicesthcyhad done the 
Swedes. By thefe means the firiances, and 
other refources of the ftate, became erbauff^ 
edj and- great part of its domains wcfe alie^ 

natcd^. 
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oated, ^hii& the profafioa of tjie CQurc en- 
creafed* Chriftiaa was unbounded in h^r 
bcn^fyStmiSf and was reiblved to purchaf^ 
friends ^nd partisans at the expence of th^ 
ftatc^ having already forosed her proje^l: of 
religoing the weight of government entire- 
ly into Uift hands of the herediury prince, 
Chanut^ the French ambaflador, was the 
firft peribn who penetrated the queen's de- 
fign of abdicating the throne. 

He reprefented to her majcfly the incon- 
v«niencies attending fuch a ftep, with great 
freedom and ftreiigth of argument ;omit^ 
ting no inducement that might perfuade her^ 
to ajbaodon a, proceeding fo extraordinary: 
but ihe remained fteady in her re£>Iutionv 
and foon afterwards, imparted it to the 
grand marJOhial,.. and to the chancelloi^ of 
Sweden ; enjoining them to communicate 
her intention to prince Charles^ and engage 
him to conve and take pofieflion of the go^ 
▼ernnicnt. 

Charks Guftayus was remarkable for the 
fii^deration of his^ character : all his wiihea 
for tibe crown were concealed under th^ veil 
c£f>ru<knce; J^e Uved retired at a countrji ' 
. .('- * houfe 
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houfe in the Ifle of Ocland, where he paftd. 
his time in hunting. He fometinics came, 
to Stockholm, but never refided there long; 
and was particularly careful to^ hare no 
conneftion with thofe in the adminiftrationr 
at the fame time he negleded no circum* 
dance capable of attracting the afl^£tion 
and efteem of the people, — ^When he was 
informed of the queen's determination, he 
(hewed no eager defire to aicendthe throne 
flie offered him ; but, remaining in his re- 
reat, wrote to the fenate to make ufe of 
every effort to prevail with their ibvereigti' 
not to relinquUh the government of a king- ' 
dom which« durihg her reign, had cond«* 
nued fo flourifting and glorious; he alfi> 
protefted to Chriftina, that he fhould ever 
retain for her the moft profound fubmiffiont 
entire obedience, and inviolable fidelity of 
a fubjeft, without defiring the pofleffion <tf ♦ 
any other rank. 

This refiftancc, whether fincere, or mere'r 
ly political^ ferved ftill more to ftimulate 
that defire the queen had entertained for a 
private life. She convoked the fenate, and ' 
informed' ir, " That after havtngdeliberatt^ ' 



90 HISTORY OP CHRISTIJTA, 
*' Jy reflcfted upon an afFait of fo great itn- 
" portance, fhc was convinced her abdica- 
" tion would be the beft means of fecuring* 
** thefafety of the ftate, and the rcpofe of- 
" her people ; that as the refolution ftie hadi 
** taken, never to marry, was irrevocable,, 
"the prince, when once he was declared* 
" king, would find himfclf under a heceffity 
!* to chufe a princefs ; and that the birth c^ 
*^ heirs to the crown would diffipate ia the 
" nation the apprehenfion of misfortunes* 
" that but too fr^uently- accompany the: 
*^ cie6tion of a king^*- 
> The- principal; feattOFS made ufe of aU' 
theip. ebquence to prevdl with the quew 
to alto: her refolution; bin finding her con*- 
ftantly unfliaken in her fcntiments, they te^- 
fefredi the point in deliberation to the aP* 
femWy of die ftatcs; However, Chriftina* 
aftesvreceiviog new remonftrances from the 
nobks, and the deputies of eachdiftindt' Of-- 
der, aippeared to yield to the united wilhes ^ 
and prayers of her people. She promifed 
to continue their fovereign, on condition 
than they decUned fpeaking to h^ of msuiv 
m^i This propofition was rcceiv^ wiifr 

fljout^ 
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fhcnits. of ap^lairfc, and prince Charles was 
not deficient in tcftifying to the queen his 
unfeigned fatisfadtion ; adding, " It was his 
•* prayer to the Almighty, that her jnajcfty 
^* might furvive him ; and afluring her he 
*' never would accept of the crown whilft 
** fhe Hved.'^ 

Chriftina, neverthelefs, fccretly perfifted 
in her original purpoie, aa (he told the 
French anf>baflador in confidence, and meant: 
in reality nothing more than to defer the 
execution of it. The people, believing 
there was na moFe caufe^to fear the retreat 
6f a'fovereign whom they loved and cfteem* 
c<i, gave themfelves up without reftraint tt> 
the pieafure of thofe feafts which were ce- 
lebrated in honour of the queen's birth- 
day. All the young nobilfty came to fig- 
Aali2e their ikfU and addreis before the eyes 
lif their fovereign, in tournaments, running 
at the ring, pitching the bar, and other 
fports. The queen prefided, and diftribut- 
ed wkh her own hand prizes to the viiflors; 
(he waa del^hted with the revival of the^ 
tnaitial games, attended with all that mag- 
jruScciKC dcCcrihccl in the ancient pocatts, 

andt 
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and romances : in the evening they per^ 
Jonned figure-dances, and Chriftina herfelf 
bore a part in thefe amufements. 

The public joy was interrupted by aa. 
alarming accident. Chriftina, at four o'clock 
one morning, went to fee the fleet lately 
built by her diredion in the port of Stocks 
/lolm; when, walking unguardedly with, 
admiral^f kming over a plank laidacroft 
fome of the fliips, his foot fl^t, and he 
drew the queen along with him into the 
water, which, at that place, was Above 
thirty fathoms deep. Hy goodfortune, An^ 
thony Steinberg, equciry to the quee%. 
plunged into thefea fo inftantaneoufly, tJjat 
he qaught hold o£ the bottom of her rob^ 
ana, with the afflftance of feveraj other per- 
fons, raifed her by the arm, iuid faved her 
life. Chriftina had. recQlle«aioii enough at 
that moment,, to define they would affift the. 
admiral; Ihe exprefled not the leaft cmo. 
tion, and dined in public the feme day, ref- 
lating this adventure with an air of iatisfac- 
tion. Intrepidity of foul was the charaaerifti*? 
of the daughter of. Guftavus » there - wa« 
fomethiog martial in. hcf inaniwrs 4$ weW 
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-as her perfon. She had a rtiafculine ilrength 
of geniiw, and delighted in the moft abftrufq 
and intricate ftudies. 

The illuftrious Blaift Pafcal was am-, 
bkious of this queen's approbations 
He fent her his machine called the 
Roulette^ which may be confidcred as a 
mafter-piece erf genius. His prefent was 
accompanied with a Jetter, in which he ex- 
tols to ai^ uncommon degree the merit and 
Mputs^tion of this princefs : nothing but his 
own words can convey an adequate idea of 
the ftrength of his cxpreifions on this occa- 
sion. ** You reign (faid he), incomparable 
^ princefs, in a manner till now unexam- 
** pled ; your genius captivates all thofe 
*♦ who have not fubmitted to your arms. 
*« You may reign by the right of birth, 
*^ for -a long leries of years, over many 
<^ flouri(hing provinces ; but by the power 
*♦ of merit you will reign, whilft the world 
** endures, over the utmoft extent of its 
** boundaries. For my part, not having the 
*• bieffing to be bw7t under the firft of your 
♦♦empires, I defire all mankind Ihould 
^ know, that I eftecm it my gbry to live 
« under the fccond ; And it is in order to 
^3 J^make 
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'^^ make this public teftimony, that 1 pre* 
*^^ lurnc to liftaip my eyes cowards my fb" 
^f vez^tign, offering her this firft proof of mjr 
^ aUcgiancc,** In this manner Chrifliia 
icepc a correfpondence with the moft cele- 
ibratedgertiufes in Europe-, frequently andd- 
;patingtneir intention to addrefs her, by prc^ 
.fcnts and letters. For favours like thcie 
the mufes were not ungrateful : Never was 
^a fovereign fo celebrated as (he was, in al- 
moft every ancient and modern language. 
The men of letters^ who are generally ex- 
cefllve in their homage and theircommenda^ 
tions, exhaufted the fources of metaphor 
and hyperbole to find incenfe for their fa- 
crifices. Many of the moft eminent fo- 
reigners were induced by the invitations- 
and bounty of Cbriftina to repair to her 
court, where they were held in as great 
.confideration as philoibphers formerly were 
in the palace of the emperor Julian. This 
princefs dedicated only five or fix hours to 
fleep. She employed part of the day, and 
often entire nights, in abftrufe and deep 
reading, and in converfation with the men 
of learning that furrounded her. JEvery 
thing that bore the.fcientific ftamp of an- 
tiquity 



I 
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itiquicy excited her wiftics : (he commtflipiv- 
«d feveral fcholacs to purobafe ancient 01a- 
Iii8fcripts> fcarce and valuable books, in 
Wery language % curious colleftions (^me- 
dals, antiques, and piftures of ineftimabfe 
value. The fums expended in thefe articles 
were immenfe, introducing great diforder 
in her finances for the gratification of this 
Siiliomania. By force of nM>ney, and in<fe« 
fatigabk induitry, fhe acquired in alhort 
. xime the nioft rare and uncommon curiofi- 
, ties that could be collected in ail arts and 
fciaices«. 

Bochart, in a Latin epigram <:ompofed In 
honour of Cbriftina, draws a comparifon 
between her and the queen of Sheba : he 
finifhes it thus: *' The dcfire of inftrudion 
^' inftigated the ancient queen to leave her 
?' country to liften to Solomon ; but now 
" the ftory is reverfed, for the wifeft menv 
*' from all parts of the globe, come to en- 
^'xicb £hem£dves with the inexhaufkibk 
'*' knowledge of the modem queen." * 

* Itla docenda fuis Salomonem invUit ab oris ; 
XJndique ad hanc dodtii qud doceantur, eunt. 

Def- 



96 HISTORY OF CHRISTINA, 

Defcartes, who was the glory and light of 
the age he lived in^ fufiered himfelf to be 
£rduced by the charms of honours and re- 
wards, to quit the calm lifip of a philofppher 
in exchange for the buftling perturbation 
of a courtier. Chriftioa met him cenftant- 
ly in her library every morning at five 
o'clock, in order to converfe with him free 
from interruption. She remarked in him 
a depth and extent of genius, and therefore 
confulted him as well upon affairs which 
fnterefted herfclf, as upon thofe of a public 
and political nature ; fhe difcovered, how^ 
ever, but a fmall inclination for philofophy, 
her mind being already prc-occupied by the 
ftudy of the languages and authors of an- 
tiquity : her predominant paffion was for 
fcholaftic erudition. The Greek writers 
were her greateft favourites ; and fhe was . 
fo fond of their language, that ihe ufed to 
have Greek comedies afttd in her palace. 
The arrival of Defcartes caufed great jea- 
loufies among the fcholars at the court; in- 
fomuch that they formed . a cabal againft 
that great man, endeavouring to prejudice 
him in the queen's opinion ; and their ma- 
chinations 
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tjhinations fucceeded but too well in di- 
ininilhing the cftcem and confidence with 
which flie had favoured him. It is a humi- 
liating obfervation on human nature, that 
the more rcafon is luperior, and the more it 
is enliglitened by learning, it feems to be- 
come only an eafier prey to all thofe trifling 
imbecilities which agitate vulgar minds, 
D.efcartes was too much a philofopher to 
exercife his genius in caballing, but not 
fufBcienily fo to be infenfible to the at- 
tempts of malicious envy, and, as he con- 
fcffes in one of his letters, to the cold re- 
ception the queen gave his new fyftem and 
his philofophical precepts. He was feized 
v/ith a violent fever and inflammation in 
the lungs, which hurried him to the grave 
in three days. This philofopher had been 
fcarcely two months in Sweden. It was 
fufpe£ted he was poifoned -, but the true 
poifon that occafioned his death was the 
change of climate, and of his method of 
living, added to his principal difeafe, dif- 
content of mind. A report prevailed, that 
this philofopher wasfo iiKlifcreet as to alTert 
that his firft pupil, the princcfs Palatine, 
■ F had 
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had greater fagacity and penetration in ab- 

ftraft fciences and myftcries of philofophy 

Aan Chriftinu. The queen was fo fenfibly 

offended by this preference, that ihe was in-^ 

capable of diflembling her dilfatisfaaion 

and jcaloufy^ which became a frefliMubjedt 

of trouble to Defcartes. Chriftina had 

formed a plan for the eftablilhment of an 

academy pf fciences in Sweden, under the 

infpeftion and government of Defcartes ^ 

but his death rendered the fcheme abortive 

for the prefent. However, the difcoveries 

he had made gave rife to a new fchool of 

philofophy in Sweden, and in other polite 

parts of the world, where the genius of this 

eminent man feemed to prefide, and by de*^ 

d-rees to abolilh the errors and abfurdities 

of the ancient fcholaftic opinions. 

(1653) Saumaife, the famous critic, was 
in die higheft eftimation with Chriftina ; 
Ihe gave him an apartment in the palace, 
that fhe might fee and djfcourfe with him 
on points pf literature more commodi- 
oiifly. In an illnefs, which confined him to 
his bed, flie made him frequent vilits ; and 
onfe^y> entering unexpectedly, he conceal- 
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^d, with precipitation, a book he was reail- 
ing, which, out of refpedf to her majcfty* 
he was unwilling Ihe fhouldfce. Chriftj^a 
infifted on knowing what it was ; Saumaifc 
confefled that he was reading fome tales 
rather too light for her approbation. The 
queen opened the book, and run it over, 
Jmiling at fome free paflages (he met with; 
aad after, by way of diverting herfelf, f^id 
to her favourite, the countcfs of 5parre, 
\irho underftood French, " Cotne, Sparre, 
*^ come and fee this curious book of devo- 
*' tion, entitled. The Method to attain -— . 
"*' here, read me this page/* The fair coun^ 
tt(s had not read above three lines,' 
when fhocked at the liccntioufnefs of the 
ftile, fhe blulhed, and was filent ; but the 
queen, laughing immoderately, com- 
manded her to go on 3 modefty was an 
infufficient excxifej it-was an indifpenf- 
able duty in this laBy to read every thing i 
her fovereign thought entertaining^ 

.Saumaife flayed in, Sweden .a year, and 
then returned to Leyden. The queen load- 
ed him with prefents, and continued a iite- 
raiy correipoodchce with him^ and, after 
F 2 his 
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his death, ftill honoured him, by affording 
sua afylum to his widow and children. , Sau- 
m^fe employed his intereft with the queen 
in recommending to her favour the fon of 
a French barber, whofe nume was Michou^ 
though he aftei*wards adopted that.of Doc- 
tor Bourdelot. 1 his man had a diverting 
lively wit, fung, and played on the guitar 
agreeably, and pofieffed fonie of the talejits 
of a courtier, particularly the jart of pufliing 
his fortune v/ith the great, by rendering 
himTelf neceflary to their pleaiurcs j but be- 
ing neither a fchoiar, nor a man of fcience, 
he artfully made it, his biifinefs to in/inuate 
to Chriftina, that fo indefatigable an appli- 
cation to ftudy might endanger her health, 
and. bring on fomc dangerous diftemper : 
befides, her exalted rank, as well as her fex, 
demanded other plcafures and employ- 
ments i that it was fufficknt to adorn her 
miad with general knowledge, which ihe 
might acquire by fkimminjg lightly over 
the fufface of fciencc; and that it only ap- 
pertained to profeflibrs of the different 
branches of literature to dive into the bot- 
tom of things^ and examine all their conlli- 

tuent 
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tuent parts : he went farther ftill ; for,bycx- 
pofing the men of learning, about the court 
to the moft poignant raillery, he turned era- 
ilition itfelf into ridicule. Mcibomius had 
compofed a treatife tipon- the mufic of the 
ancients •, and Naude had written upon the 
Greek and Roman daiices -, cpmpofitions 
which had been much admired by Chrif. 
tina, till, by the perfuafion of Bourde'ot, il;c 
obliged thefe famous clucidators of anti- 
quity, in order more efFeftually to enforce 
their opinbns, to realife them by uniting 
prafticc to theory. Nothiiag could be more 
infipid, or extravagant, than to hear Mei- 
bomius, with a weak trembling voice, fing^ 
ing Greek ftrophes ; or tc> fee Naude's 
clumfy, unwieldy ftep in the execution of a 
Roman dance ! The gay part of the audi- 
ence were much diverted with beholding 
the enibarraflmait of thefe celebrated 
writers, though it was a cruel and ungene- 
rous diverfion which difbonoured the par- 
takers : but this was not the ^only infult 
Bourdelot was guilty of in Sweden. His 
farcaftic raillery fpared neither dignity, no^- 
bility, nor even religion. The queen- 
F 3 mo- 
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mother complained to her daughter of thr 
infolencc of this unwortKy favourite, but. 
received from hjer nothing but fevcre and 
afflifting replies. Chriftina fufFered herlelf 
to be entirely guided by the advice of this • 
ftgreeable igmramus^ as fhe. ufed to call him : 
Ihe was immerfed in difllpation, and com- 
mended this new fcheme of life. Bourdclot 
had the addrefs to remove from the courr^ 
ivaude, Voflius, Bochart, Heinfius, Cour- 
linj, apd all thofe competitors whofe influ- 
ence he feared. He had gained fuch ai> 
entire afcendancy over the mind of Chrifti- 
na, from an idea that to himflie was indebt-. , 
ed for her health and happinefs, that he be^ 
came the difpenfer of all court-favours, and 
even attained to fiK:h an height in thequeen*s. 
opinion, as. to rival count Magnus de la Gar- 
die, and occafioh his difgrace. The nobles,, 
enraged at the overbearing infolence of this, 
foreigner, contrived to 'render his condud 
fufpeded at the court of France. He was. 
accufed of betraying the intereft of his. 
country, and of entering into a clofe con- 
iiedion with the minifters of Spain and Den- 
mark. Chriftina received inceflantTemon- 

ftranccs 
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ftrances againft her favourite -, he was load- 
ed with the public hatred, and its murmurs 
extended even to the perfon of royalty.. She 
at laft determined to remove from Sweden 
this fource of difcord-, and Bourdelot was 
fent into France -, but the queer> ftill ho. 
noured him with freih proofs of her confi- 
dence, by. the fecret siffairs entrufted to hia 
difcrefion and management: he carried 
away large fums of money, and prefents to 
a cohfiderable value •, circumltances that 
farther fpokc the exiftence of his credit and 
favour r but no fooner was Bourdelot al> 
fent, than he was forgotten. Chriftina, 
who always acknowledged his underftand- 
' ing to be falfe and iuperficial,. bluftied at 
the thougjit. oif havmg fufFered fuch a man- 
to feduce. her judgment J llie abfolutely 
hated him- at jaft, and never mentioned his 
nam^e. without contempt* Bourdelot ob- 
tained an abbey from cardinal Mazarin, and 
fell, after his difgrace,. in to a terrible melantr 
choly ; languifhing out his gi6omy days iii 
mifery . The ad\;enturcs of thefe men of in* 
trigue have gener^ally an unhappy caraf- 
trophe.. 

B 4 Chriftina 
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Chriftina rerurned to herftudies with re- 
doubled ardour,bfoaufelhe had interrupted 
theai in' oppofuion to her natural tafte. Her 
exampk raifed a fpirit of emulation in tlie 
kingdom ; through hec-encbufagemefit the 
fcienccs and fine arts ftouriflied, and to i:er 
Sweden owes its gloiy and tafte for rational 
pleafures. This nation, once failed for 
martial excellence alone,, acquired^a reputa- 
tion in letters* The queen gave confider- 
abIebcnefa<aions to the univerfitjr of UpfaJ, 
and founded that of Abo ; flie effcabliihed 
fcven colleges' for the ftudjr of literature, 
and inftituted an academy of belles Icttres 
at Stockholm. The defire of pofifhing 
i the manners, and of conveying inftrudlion 
to her people, was undoubtedly one of the 
motives that engaged Chriftina to affemble 
at her court the moft famous fcholars irt 
Europe. It muft alio be allowed that Ihe 
was extremely fenfible of the fatisfaftion^ 
and ft ill more fb of the perfonal honour, 
that the arts and fciences procure thofe-whd 
cultivate and proteft them; The ambition 
of the queen was to acquire univerfal fame 
in the licerarv world j and report fays, thd 
' ^ . ■•• ill© 
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Ihc undcrftood eteven languages; could' 
converfe in feveral with fluency ; and write . 
elegantly in every polite modern tongue : , 
Greek and Latin were morefanuliar ta-her- 
than to any fcholar of the age. . She held, 
a correfpondencc with Bafilides ]ki«g ojf 
Abyflinia, having been informed that thi*. 
EthrojHaii monarch profeflfed chriftianity,, 
and loved the fciences. Chriftina*3 peculiar 
pleafure was the converfation of men of let*, 
tcrs, particularly the French wits, her co* 
temporaries: Ihe alfo courted the acquaint-, 
aoce of women of celebrated genius ; was 
th.e friend of the countefs dc Bregi, .and of 
the marchionefs de Guebriant. This.lady 
aoGompanied princefs Maria de Gonzagues 
into Poland, on her marriage with Ula- 
diflaus the Vllth, under the chara(3:er of * 
amba0adrcfs extraordinary* i :.. . 

The fanious count Magnus de la Gardie* 
who had enjoyed all the confideration and 
fevours of. fortune, now perceived he had 
irrecoverably ioft the efteem of Ghriftina hii 
fovereign and bencfadrefs. Availing him- 
felf too much of hi& credit with her majefty^ 
be was guilty of indifcrctions in difcojurfe . 
- - F 5 that 
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that Ihe never would pardon, notwithftand*-* 
iflg he was her relation, being brother -in^ 
law to prince Charles Guftavus. In order 
to jufftify his own conduft, the count en- 
deavoufed to. involve fome other perfons ia 
the court -, bur the cjueen enjoyed his con- 
fttfidn, commanding the lie to be given him 
in public, by thofe perfons hp bad accufcd. 
in private. The fame band that elevated 
himtothefummij: of earthly grandeur, pre- 
cipitated him into the lowcft ftate of abafc^ 
ment. There is almoft always an abyfs atr 
the ^et of Fortune, wbich but few of her fa-^ 
Yourites can efcape. 

Immediately after the fall of this favour, 
rite, Scudery, a French Writer, requeftei 
permiflion to d^edicate to Chriftina his poemi 
- called Alaric* The queen promifed the^ 
poet her protection and favour, on condi-. 
tion that he erafcd from his wwk the clogy; 
of the count de la Gardie, Scudery replied,^ 
" He never yrould deftroy the altar om 
*« which he had facrificed^**^ and from that, 
moment dropped all folicitation> The only 
reward beftowed on lb noble a proceeding; 
Was admiratiop. -It h^d been worthy o£ 

Chrirtina 
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Chriftina to have rccompenfed if more ge- 
neroufly, as the fole means of repairing the 
ihame of iuch a requeft. .;^ 

Radziejow^ki, vice-chancellor of Polandy ^ 
and count Ulfeld, one of the principal Da^ 
niih nobles, were both fallen into di%race 
at their feveral. courts : banilhed from their 
own country, they fought an afyhim in Swe* 
den, which the queen granted them, with 
all the honours due ta their birth and rank.^- 
Radziejowski imputed the origin of his mif- 
fortunes to a paiTion his wife hadinfpired in 
the king v but the ambition of this Pole, 
and the good intelligence he maintained 
with thofe Coflacks- who were enemies to 
the ftate,. were the real cauies of his fove- 
reign's indignation againil him. After- 
wards, in the reign of Charles Guftavus, he 
headed an army againft his countrymen^ 
but being a^man of a turbulent difpofition,' 
and a bad heart,, he was convidcd of trea- 
fori to his benefaftor : the king ordered him 
to be loaded with fetters, and kept him ia 
prifon the remainder of his reign. After 
meeting with a variety of dilafters, Radzie* 
jpw^ki retvimed to Poland, and was fent 
F6, from 
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from that court into Turkey, in quality of ^ 
ambaflador, where he died. Count Ulfeld 
was ftill more guilty, and more unhappy. 

Sweden Was now become one of the moil 
formidable powers in Europe ; eVery nation 
eagerly defired toftrengthen itfelf with her 
alliance. When Poland, very imprudently, 
attempted to renew its former pretenfions 
on the crown of Sweden, fo often conteftedi- 
fo often' abandoned, Chriftina made thi« 
anfwer to the Polilh ambaffadors : ' 

** Since rfie moft folemn treaties and de- 
** crees ai^ deemed infufficjent titles, prince 
** Charles fhall prove, immediately, by the 
*< tefiimony of thirty thoufand men under 
'' his command, that he has an inconteft^ 
** able right to the crown 1 chufe to fix upon 
** his brow!** Thefe words were realized by 
the rapid conquefts this prince made over 
the Poles in the firft yearsof his reign : di:fc 
ferences were at length accommodated by a 
treaty of peace figned at Oliva, 1660- 

About this time arrived ambaffadors froni 
England, France, Holland, and. Denmark; 
to negotiate their diftinft interefts at this 
^b\jt;t. England h^d. lately exhibited* to 
^ ' '' " man- 
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teanklnd the horrible fpeftacle of a king de*^ 
throned, profcribed, condemned to death, 
and executed upon a fcaOTold by his own 
fobjefts ! Cromwell, the Machiavilian con- 
triver of fo deteftable a revolution, in af- 
fuming the title of ProU£for of his nation-, 
became its Opprejfor j overturned the fua- 
damental laws o£ the kingdom, funk the 
J)arliament intO' contempt, and, with the 
rod of defpotifin, governed a people who 
boafted of their liberty, at the inftant they 
were trembling under; the hand o£ a tyrant! 
Cromwell^ omnipotent ia Englajid, fent 
ambafladors taall the European courts, and 
had the fatisfaftbn to fee fovereigns treat 
with him on terms of equality ; acknow- 
iedging the legality of that title and authc* 
fity fo inhumanly ufurpcd. Chriftina was 
one of the firft who formed an alliance with 
the Prot^ftor, confuking in this ftep the ad- 
vantage of her nation. Charles II.kingofEngr 
land, who had taken refuge in France^ im- 
plored her affiftance. She wrote to him 
thus : . 

" The degeneracy of the times renders 
^«> youp misfortunes irremediable 5. and. { 

^ink 
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** think it my unhappinefs tobe incapacitated" 
- ** from giving you any affiftance. Youwill^, 
«* undoubtedly, have the g©odnefs to per- 
** mit your friends to take^are of their owHn 
** interefts, when they are convinced how 
** impoffible it is to be of fervice to your's/* ! 
And thisxjuecn*s example was imitated by 
the principal powers of Europe. 

Count Montecuculi, ambaffador from th^- 
emperor, and Pimentelli, the Spanilh mi- 
Rifter, were then in high reputation at th^- 
court of Sweden : the latter perfuaded the 
queen to interpofe in the eledtoral intrigues, 
for the nomination of thefon of theEmperor. 
Ferdinand HL.to the. dignity of king of the 
Romans. Montecuculi was honoured by 
Ghriftina with xhcordtr of Jmarantbus^ infti- 
tuted by her majefty at the conclufion of a 
fplendid entertainment, where the court re- 
prefented an aflembly of the gods on niount. 
Olympus, Chriftina bearing the name of. 
Aniaranthaj or immortal. She was magni* 
ficently feated on her thrpne, when the 
lenights and ladies deftined to receive the 
erder, made their entrance-, after taking, 
the oath cuftomary on fuch occafions, tbejr 

were 

4 
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were prefented with.a robe of filk, and the- 
badge of the ordcfi adprr\ed with. gold and 
jewels.. This badge was a cypher, de- 
fcribing tvvoA's, interwoven in gold em- 
broidery, in the midftr of a laurel crown,, 
encircled with a. ribband,, and this motto,, 
Dolce nella memoria\ the whole, ornamented. 
v/ith diamonds.. The knights wore alio, 
about their necks, the fymbol of the order,- 
enriched with diamonds, and fattened to a, 
crimfon ribband. One of the principal en- 
gagements entered into, by thcfe knight*. 
. was, that thofe who were batchelors took, 
an oath never to. marry, and thofe who were, 
already married, (wore never to marry 
again. 

( 1 654) Chriftina^ from the. firft moment. 
Aie relblved to,refign her crown, fupportcd. 
the weight of government with impatience. 
She languilhed for private life, as aftate of 
freedom which alone could render her hap- 
py. State affairs fatigued her by their uni- 
formity. She exclaimed, on feeing her mi- 
nifters approach, "Ah! muft I always be. 
tormented with hearing the fame thing ?*' 
Another timcj^ perceiving two other fecre- 

taries 
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tarics bringing fome difpatches forlier to 
fign, fhe faid to the hereditary prince, with 
whom (he was talking^ " When will you 
« difentangfe me from thefe people? I 
^ dread the fight of them, as I do that of 
^ the Devil " A mind like her's, accuf- 
tomed to wander over the fields- of fci^nce, 
and range amongft the 9ower$ of literature, 
could not Qjccupy itfelf with the cares of the 
adminiftration, without difcovering evident 
tokens of indignation and laflitude. 

She was more afiefted by the embar- 
raffing anxieties infeparaWe from .royalty,- 
than lenlibie to the honours which acc'om-. 
pony it. Her native foil to her appeared 
too comfortlel3 an abode, and too rigorous^. 
a climate ever to become an afylum for the 
polite arts. She wiftied to live to herfelf, 
and not to the world, in a more delightful 
country, far from the hurry of .bufinefs and . 
the viciflitudes of fortune. This natural, 
difguft was^connefted with fome reafons of 
polity, and even of neceffity. The glory of 
ehriftina'is reign was in the zenith j it could- ' 
receive no farther augmentation; on 
the contrary, all circumfta^ces threatened 

an 
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iin approaching decRne. The cxhaufted 
revenues of the crown -, the nation eagerly 
defirous of a king ; the queen's unalterable 
refolution neither to marry nar divide her 
authority, the different orders of the ftate 
making continual efforts to aggrandi:^e 
themfelves at the expsnce of the fovereign 
power ; thofe nations that were either the 
rivals, or enemies of Sweden^ longing for 
ah oppcrtunity to appear again in arms ; 
all confirmed Chriftina in her inflexible de- 
termination. Befidcs, her opinion was, that 
women ought not to reign. " I am fo tho- 
" roughly convinced of it (fays fhe, in the 
** memoirs of her life) that if I was to 
•* many, I would cut off the right of fuc- 
" ceffion from my daughters ^ for certainly 
** it is incumbent on me to prefer the inte- 
" reft of my people to that of my children ; 
" and it would be betraying the former, to 
*' fiiffer the fceptre to pafs into the hand of 
*• a woman. My fentiments ought to en- 
** force conviftion, becaufe I fpeak in op- 
•• pofition to my particular advantage. But 
'« I profefs a ftrid adherence to truth, even 
** at my own expence.' For a woman to 

^ *-' acquit 
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*' acquit herfelf with dignity in the duties- 
*' of a throne, whether fhe governs in her 
•'•■ own right, or as regent, is almoft an im- 
** poflibiiity. The ignorance of women, their 
•* imbecility of foul, body^ and underftand- 
^' ing, renderthem incapable of government. 
" My own experience has feverely taught 
" me that the imperfeftion of fex is the 
" grcateft of all imperfeftions !'* Yet, heF 
own example, and the fo much celebrated 
adminiftrations of Elizabeth of England,, 
and Catherine* of Ruflia, added to two very 
iUuftrious reigns i^ the prefent age, thofe 
of Elizabeth Fetrowria, and the Emprefs- 
queen of Hungary, feeni to plead againfl: 
the infallibility of thefe refletfions. 

The real fa£t was, that Chriflina looked: 
upon the refignation of a throne, in order 
to dedicate her life to an enquiry after truth,^ 
at an age when anibition and the paffion^ 
are moft ardent, as the higheft effort of hCf 
roifm. Monfieur Chanut, her firft confi. 
dent in this defign, hearing of her perfeve- 
rance, endeavoured once more to diffuadQ 
her from it. The queen vouehfafedto un- 
fold to him thofe motives which fortified herr 

iefa# 
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rcfolution. The following letter may be con- 
jRJered as a manifefto^ in whicb fhe ex* 
pands her foul> and gives a full juftification 
of her condudl^ It would be injuring fa* 
curious and important an original to abridge- 
it in this place : 

*' In our former con\^erfations I explained 
" to you, fays fhe^, thofe reafons which ftilt 
" induce me to perfevere in my, defign of 
**^ abdicating the throne. You will recolledk 
" how much this idea haunted me, and that 
•^* eight years of deliberate reflection have 
•> preceded its execution; k i;^ at Icaft five 
** year3 fince I acquainted you with my in- 
** tentioo, and I then difccrned^ that fin- 
^' cerity of affeftion, and the intcreft yoa 
*** take in ray foctune, were the fole motives: 
^ of that rcfiftance you oppofed to rcafon*. 
^ you could not condenni, whatever pains. 
^ you took to weakca their influence. I 
" obferved vith pleafure, you could find: 
*' nothing in my projc6t unworthy of Chrif-^ 
" tina ; and you may likewifc remember 
** my words the laft time I had the fatif- 
*' fadlion of talking with you. Nothing, 
^'^ that has happened within, this long fpace 
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** of time has been able to (hake my refofu^ 
" cion. All my a<5tions have been regulated 
^f on this plan, and conduced to this end •,' 
** and I now find the conclulion of my part- 
^ draws near, and that I fhall foon drop the 
** curtain. It is incomprehenfible to* me, 
** that a life which requires a mafculinc 
" ftrength and vigour of mind can ever be 
*' pleafing to a woman ! ICvery one enjoys 
*' the privilege of judging as his rea- 
" fon diredts j I cannot dcpjive mankind 
♦' of that liberty, .nor would I, were it in 
^ niy power. I know how few there are 
*' who will think favourably of this adtion, 
"but I am well affured you are one of that* 
" number. The world is ignorant of my 
^* motives, and either little acquainted with, 
** or mifinformed of my eharafter and dif-' 
" po,fition •, thofe motives I never declared 
" but to yourfelf and another friend, whofc 
" foul is noble and elevated enough to think 
** in the lame manner i fufficit unuSy fufficit 
** nullus : I defpife the reft ; and fhall do 
^' the multitude great honour if I think 
** them ridiculous enough to laugh at. 
•* ThoiC: who- examine my conduft by the 

comrr.oa 
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•* common maxims of mankind, will un- 
*' doubcedly blame me -, however, I fhall 
" not give myfelf the trouble of compofing 
" a vindic4ition : in the total retreat from 
" bulinefs which I now meditate, there will 
" be no idle moments to throw away on 
'* fuch remembrances. My chief cmploy- 
** ment will be to examine my pall life, 
*^ without regretting I have livtd ; and to 
** correft my errors, without being aftonifh- 
** ed at their multiplicity. What delight 
*' fhall I taftc in refleftions upon the blef- 
** fings and rewards I have bellowed on the 
** good 4 and on having punilhed, without 
*-* commiferatioD, thofe alone who Were in- 
" corrigible in wickednefs ! I (hall enjoy 
'* the fweet confolation of nevef having 
" fuffered prejudice to miflead me to con- 
" demn the innocent ; nay, I have even 
" fpared the guilty when their crimes would 
" admit of mercy ! The profperity of 
'' my people 1 always preferred to every 
" otRer confideration ; I have, indeed, fa- 
" crificed every thing to their intcreft. Ir- 
** reproachable in the adminiftration of go^ 
^^ vernment, I poireffed it without pride or 

"ambition. 



tit HISTORY-oF CHRISTINA, 
*' ambition, and I ftiall refign it with^afc. 
*' and fatisfaftion. After this delineation of 
** my fentiments, you have nothing to fear 
^* for me. I am in a ftatc of fecurity, and 
*' my felicity is beyond the reach of for- 
" tune- Undifturbed by all fublunarjr 
•** eve.ntS5 1 am and fhall be happy : 

Sum tamen, -6 fupcri, felix ; nuUique poteftas 
Hoc aufcrre Deo. 

LUCAN. 

*• Yes, I already feel aftiperiordegreeof hap* 
♦' pinefs to any other mortal ; of happinefs 
*' eternally durable ! You fpeak to me of 
" offending Providence. . I have no' caufe 
" forfuchanapprehenfion-, aminafunt propi- 
*^ tia. Whether Providence vbuchfafes to 
" direct the: events of my life, or leaves mc 
^ to the conduft of my own rcafon, I Jhall 
« pay implicit obedience to its divine will, 
« and endeavour to employ thofe faculties 
•« of mind and undcrftanding bellowed on 
« me by its goodnefs, in the purfuit of hap- 
" pinefs 5 nor Ihall I mifs the road, bccaufc 
"I am jtiftly perfuaded my aftions 
<* have neither incurred the anger of men; 

e« not 
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^ nor thewrath of Heaven. The remainder 
** of life (hall be fpcnt in rendering thefe 
** thoughts familiar to my foul, in acquiring 
'^^ magnanimity, and in regarding, from my 
*' peaceful harbour, the diftrefs of thofe who 
*' are perpetually agitated by the llormy 
^* blafts pf a tumultuous bufy life, for wane 
** of an early application to the fearch 
" of truth. I never before was in-a fitua- 
^* tion to be envied ; and the miftaken 
** world, might now have caufe to behold me 
" with jealous eyes, were It thoroughly ac- 
" quaintedwithmyhappinefs. You however 
•* love metoowellto envy me-, andldefefve 
** it, for being fo ingenuous as to confefs 1 
"have imbibed^ part of thefe fentimcnts 
" from yovr. They arofe from your con- 
** verfations, and I hope one day to culti- 
" vatc them farther with you in my retreat. 
^* I am confident you will not/ break your 
** engagement, nor ceafe to be my friend in 
" this change of fortune, fince I quit no- 
** thing that has a claim to youi', efteem. 
^< Whatfoever ftate I am in, my friendfbip 
" will remain inviolable, and I will con- 
^ vince you, that no viciffitude can ever 

_" happen 
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** happen powerful enough to alter tliofc 
** fentiments I make it my glory to avow.'* 
Chriftina had a delicate part to a6t with 
the members of the fenate on this occafion, 
to prevent any oppofition to her fcheme of 
abdication, and to perfuade them to affign 
lier fome confiderable revenues in thofe pro- 
vinces of wliich flie wifhed to retain the fo- 
vereignty, altho' fhe intended to leave the 
Idngdom. Fromjhefe confiderations, previ- 
ous to the fmalleft hint pf her projedt, Ihe 
augmented tlic numberof her fenators, and 
advanced in dignity thofe perfon3 whofe at- 
tach n^ent to her intereft fhe could rely on v 
fhe likewife removed her library to Gotten^ 
hyrg, with her colledlion of pidures and 
ftatues, and all thofe rarities which her tafte 
for the arts had tempted her ' to colle<5t, at 
an immenfe expence, from all parts of the 
world. The Swedes beheld with difcontent 
the removal of thofe treafures of their in- 
duftry, whofe pprchafe had exhaufted thoic 
of the ftate; but they did not dare refift the 
will of a Qupen whom they loved, and 
whom they feared to lofe. After thefe fteps, 
fhe convened the fenate in the city of Upfal^ 

ap- 



Q.UEEN OF SWEDEN. lar 
. appeared in the midft of the aflembly, and 
declared her purpofe of fummbning Ac 
ftates-general, in order to execute that ir- 
revocable refolution formed fo many years 
paft, of abdicating the throne in favour of 
prince Charles Guftavus. She added, that 
this was 4K)t an affair (he recommended to 
their confideration, but one fhe commanded 
obedience to as their fovereign, and Con- 
cerning which Ihe forbad all kind of remon- 
ftirances. 

The fenate, notwithftanding Jier in- 
junftions, made recent applications to the 
queen, and fent repeated deputations to be- 
feech her not to abandon a people of whom^ 
through the courfe of her reign, fhe had 
been the glory and delight. Oxenlleirn 
came alfo to prefent a memorial i;. ^ 
the name of the feveral orders of the 
ftate, wherein he deliberately examined the 
iblidity of thofe reafons which ought to en- 
gage her majefty to keep poffeffion of the 
throne ; taking the liberty to predidt, that 
fhewouldonedayregret,whenitwouldbetoo 
late, difpoffeffinghcrfelf of royalty. Charles 
Guftavus united his voice to that of the na- 
^ \ ion, 
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tion, reprefenting to the queen, that &e was 
accountahie to her people for the exertibn 
of thofe eminent talents and qualifications 
which Heaven had endowed her with to 
promote their happinefs, .and which it 
would be criminal in her to circurnfcribe 
in the contrafted circle of private life. 

By way, of a general anfwer, Chriftina 
purfiaed more clofely. and .ardently the exe- 
cution of her plan : Ihe negotiated with 
prince Charles on the conditions prelimi- 
nary to her refignation-; demanding a reve- 
nue of 24,000 rixdoUars, for the payment 
of which fome unalienable funds were to be 
affigned. Another article was the referva- 
tion of full power over fome particular ter- 
ritories, with liberty to fell or mortgage 
'i^em, provided it was only to Swedes. Jn 
cafe the prince palatine fhould leave no 
heirs, the queen infifted that the revcrljon 
of the crown fhould be fettled on the count 
de Tott, her favourite, an amiable 
nobleman, who traced his origin . from 
Eric XIV. king of Sweden, Chriftina at- 
tempted to create him a duke, propofing to , 
honour, at the fame time, count de Brahe^ 

arft 



QUEENor SWEDEN, t2} 

firft fenator, Jtnd the grand chancellor 

Oxenfteirn, with the fame dignity. But the 

two laft comprehended extremely well that 

the defign of aflbciating them with her 

favourite, wais intended by the queen to cb-' 

lour and cement in- a ftronger manner the , 

aggrandizement of the count de Tott : 

they therefore refufed to accept a title 

which had hitherto^ been only conferred on 

princes of the blood, and would have been 

butrhenfome to the nation; " It is only (faid 

they) our virtues and our fervices that can 

" elevate us above the rank of our fellow- 

*' citizens ; thefe are the only honours that 

" excite bur ambition, and that we wifh to 

*« communicate to our pofterity !" 

Chriftiria wen t^ to Nikoping to take leave 
of the queen her mother. Sending for the 
prince of Sweden, in his prefenct, and be- 
fore the whole court, (he addrefled her thus: 
" I am going. Madam, to refign my crown, ^ 
« but I beg, you ngt to be inconfolable on , 
" this account : ^ Fo.. ^though you will be , 
" deprived of a daitghter, you will, as a 
*^ compenfation, find a fon in your king, 
*'^ who will always treat you with every 
' G 2 mark 
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of Sweden; for Chriftifla would by that 
means have been impowered to beftow 
them on a foreign prince. 

The fenate* would have infifted on the 
queen's rcfiding in Sweden, had not prince 

• Charles interpofed, and obferved to them, 
:that flie paid too high a price for liberty 
to fuffer any conftraint : befides, it was for • 
the intereft of the new monarch, and of the 
kingdom itfqlf^ that Chriftina ftioUld with- 
draw from amongft them, left her mcli- . 
nation fhould lead her to form. a party and 

"^exeitS-domeftic troubles, if at any time fhe 
became difcontented with the adminiftra- 
^ion, or was tempted to remount the throne. 
Juft before her abdication, Chriftina fur- 
prized Sweden by an unexpefted aft of au» 
thority. She commanded die Poituguefc 
refident to leave the kingdom,* treating the 
duke of Braganza, whofe minifter he was, 
^ the ufurper of a dominion which apper- 
tained to Philip IV. of Spain. The queen 
had not commrunicatcd her intention to any 
of tlie fenators ; yet, as fhe had admitted 
the miniftcrs of Portugal to be prefcnt at 
her coronation, and even con traded an alli- 
ance 
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ance with John IV; their king, it feemed 
impoffible Ihe would ever fo palpably con- 
tradift her own adions! Prince Charles 
and the fenators gave fecret information to . 
the refident to remain at Stockholm, af- 
furing hirtfi he (hould receive proper fatif- 
fadion for this affront fo foon as the aft of 
abdication was figned. Chriftina's motive 
in this affair was to oblige the king of Spain, 
her firft thoughts being to retire into the 
Spanifh Netherlands. At length the day 
of abdication, fo eagerly wiftied for by 
Chriftina, and fo much dreaded by all Swe- 
den, arrived. On the fixteenth of June,- 
1 654, about fcven o'clock in the morning, 
the queen entered the fenate-houfe, attend- 
-cd by the -hereditary prince : Ihe there or- 
dered the aft o( abdication to be read, arid ' 
' then figned it. By this aft fhe renounced 
for ever all rights and pretenfions to th« 
crowh of Sweden, as well for her pofterity 
as herfelf, ceding them to her coufin prince 
Charles Guftavus, appointing him her fuc* 
ceflbr, on condition that he maintained her 
during life in the uninterrupted poffefTion 
of thofe eftates granted her by title of ap-, 
G 4 penage ; 
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penage: Ihe ftipulated, that in what re- 
garded her perfon Ihe fiiould be totally 
independent, freed from the obliga- 
tion of performing any aft of fubjeftion 
or obedience, and privileged to be account- 
able to God alone for her paft conduct and 
Edions ; and likewife for her future under- 
takings ; at the fame time engagincy never 
to take any ftep prejudicial to the interefts 
of Sweden. Laftly, Ihe referved unlimited 
power and entire jurifdiftion over her great 
officers, as well as the inferior domeftics of 
her houlhold. The hereditary prince gave 
particular aflurances to Chriftina of fecuring 
her in the poffeffion and enjoyment of the 
revenues of thofe lands fhe had refer\''ed as 
Jicr own property. He engaged to defend 
her in all her rights, and protefted he would 
Inceflantly acknowledge her generofity, and, 
throughout his life, have an invariable re- 
gard to her intereft. After thefe afts were 
i>ead over and figned, the great officers of 
. ftate drelTed Chriftina in her royal robes, and 
placed the crown on her head : in her right 
hand (he held the fceptre, in her left the 
^lobe, the grand marlhal and the grand 

trea- 
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treafurer bearing before her the fword of. 
ftate. and the gold key. In this fovereign 
pomp the queen proceeded to the great hall 
in the caftle, where all the orders of the 
.kingdom, the foreign miniflers,- and ladies 
of the court, were affembled. The queen 
afcended three fteps, and placed herfelf oa 
a throne of maffy filver, under a magnifi- 
cent canopy ; her grand chan!iberlain and. 
maltcr of the horfe ftanding on. each fide :. 
the hereditary prince fat in a chair of ftate 
at the right hand of .the throne, Jbutnpt un-.- 
der the canopy^ 

This difpofition being fettled, one of the. 
fenators read the aft of abdication aloud j,^ 
hy which Chriftina voluntarily refigned the 
crown, and releafed the people from. their, 
oath of ^legiance. . After this aft.was de- 
livered to the prince, the fame fenator read 
the engagemeqt by which the prince obliged . 
himfelf . to maintain Chriftii^a in pofleflion 
of thofe rights and revenues fhe had re- ' 
fcrved ; he then prefcnted it to the queen. 
The great oflBcers of ftate now approached : 
the throne to receive the infignia of royalty 
from the hand of. the queen, .laying them. 
G 5 upoa. 
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upon a table on the left fide, without the 
canopy. It was obferved that count Peter 
Brahe Drotfel, grand jufticiary of Sweden, 
^would not lift the crown fronfi the head of 
;the queen, and that (he was forced to take 
it off herfelf. When thefe ceremonies were 
finifhed, Chriftina, divefted of her royal 
robes, appeared in a plain drefs of white 
' fattin ; ' fhe advanced to the foot of the 
throne,, and fpoke half an hour with equal 
eloquence and magnanimity. In this fpeech 
ihe recapitulatecl all the events of her 
reign J Ihe defcribed the plan of her admi« 
niftration in the moft difficult and danger- * 
ous times, and, with great art aad ftrength 
of expreffion, fet forth the merit of thoic 
cares and fatigues fhe had endured for the 
glory and felicity of Sweden. She enume* 
rated the obligations the Swedes were under 
to their late king Guftavus Adolphus her 
father, and expatiated copioufly on the viii 
tues of the prince her fucceflbr, which were 
prognoftics to the nation pf a profperous 
and happy reign. Many of the fpeftators ^ 
were foftened into tears at the fight of a 
queen, in the flower of her age, who ap- 
^ " • " peared 
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peared to them more than CN^er worthy of 
the throne (he quitted with fo much forti- 
tude. Several caught hold of her royal 
robe, and tore away pieces of it, defirous 
to preferve fome reltck 6f their beloved fo- 
vereign ! The grand chancellor Oxenfteirn 
refufcd to perform ijny of the funftions of 
his office ; publishing in this manner hia 
difapprobation : " I am obliged, by the 
' " oath I have taken to my king,*'Gd[ilavus 
*' Adolphus, (fald this nViniftef) to tWnfniit 
" and to maintain the crown on the head 
" of Chriftina his daughter : it would be a 
** treafonable crime in me to give my con- 
*' currence, either direftly or indirectly, to 
*' an aft which fo irrevocably excludes her 
•* from the government/' The fenator 
Schering , Rofcnhave reprefented the 
chancellor* on this occafion ; he made a 
fpeech to the queenj in the name of the 
ftates of the kingdom ; when he had con- 
cluded, Chriftina defc^nded from the 
throne, prefenting her hand to the chiefs of 
the four orders. • 

Lord Whitlock, theErfglifli ambaflador, 

who was prcfent at the ceremony, reports, 

9 6 that 
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*' that when the grand marfhal and thclpeak- 
" ers of the three firft orders had finilhed 
" their orations, the fpeaker of the order of 
*' peafants approached, and kneeled before 
*' the queen in eloquent fiknce, feized her 
♦« hand, preffed it to his knee, and kiffed it 
*« three or four times j then burfting into 
•< a flood of tears, he rofe, turned away his 
** face, and difappeared as fuddenly as he had 
*• entered. Was.it poflible (fays this au- 
** thor) to exprefs with more ingenuous and 
** beautiful fimplicity his own afFeftion, and 
** the love of the order he.reprefented? 
** To behold the queen of a powerful na- 
** tion, a young queen ! furrounded by per- 
** fons of the firft rank and confcquence in 
<^ the kingdom, affembled, to the number - 
*^ of atleaft a thoufand-, tb hear her fpeak 
** with fo much grace and. dignity on a 
** propofition fo uncommon in its nature, 
w was (adds lord Whitlock) a truly extra- 
** ordinary and Angularly affefting fcen?." 
The queen, having received the ad^ 
cfrcffcs of all the orders, advanced towards 
the prince her fucceffor, and paid her com- 
pliments in a fublimc and pathetic dif- 
*^ ' coujfe. 
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courfe. To which Charles Guftavus re- 
plied, ** That his heart would for ever be 
"penetrated with the deepeft andmoft 
" lively fenfe of gratitude ; and that he 
" would never be unmindful of that refpe<5t 
^^ and attention which inclination as well^ 
** duty pointed thcobfervance of towards her 
** ma^fty and her royal houfe.** 

The prince then made a fpeech to the 
fenate, and the different orders, of the king- 
dom, and received aflurances from them of 
fidelity and obedience. Guftavus, asCl^rif- 
tina. relates, received the crown upon his 
knees, from her hand, and never after- 
wards appearcd.with it in her prcfence. 

Chriftina commanded the day of her ab^ 
dication to be celebrated as a public fcftival. 
She fet all the prifoners at liberty; even 
fuch criminals as were under condemnation. 

The lame day the prince was crowned 
and proclaimed king of Sweden. There 
was a medal ftruck, on his accelfion, with 
this device -, The king fcated on a throne, 
receiving the crown from Chriftina^ who is 
ftanding ; in the centre is the name of God, 
encircled with rays ^ the infcription, a Deo 

it 
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et Chriftind^ " I hold the crown from God 
*• and Chriftina." This motto was dirplcaf- . 
' ing to the dates, who pretended to appoint 
the new monarch entirely by their own free 
aft and choice*, the right df ele&ion being 
iolely vefted in them. 

Chriftina, impatient to enjoy that liberty 
Ihe had purchafed at the price of a throne, 
departed from Stockholm, between eleven 
arid twelve at night, at the conclufion of a 
magnificent entertainment, taking the road 
to Upfal : {he would not even reft in this 
city fo foon after her abdication; and an- 
fwered the intreaties of one of her officers, 
npt to fatigue herfelf fo much \ ♦< I have 
« finiftied my part, and will not ftay to be- 
" hold another reign in cities where I have 
" been fovcrejgn/* 

Some dexterity was yet required to manage 
the populace, who wanted the queen to re- 
main in Sweden-, and were under appfe-^ 
henfions of feeing her treafures and reve- 
nues traiifported to other climes. To de- 
ceive them flie hired a houfe at Stockholm, 
and appeared to intend refiding there : fhe 
ftayed jn her new habitation only five days. 
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pretending illnefs, for which (he chofe her 
phyfician (hould recommend the Spa wa- 
ters, to give her a pretence to leave the 
kingdom. The king expefting flie would 
go to Germany by fea, ordered two men of 
war to be fitted out at Calmar for her con- 
Toy J but as her fchemcs were different, fhe 
.excufed her acceptance of this offer, by the 
uncertainty and danger of the voyage ; and 
fet" out for Hclmftadt, in the province of 
Halland, where fhe remained four days, and 
then travelled to CuUen. Here fhe rc- 
folvedupon a flrangc metamorphofis ; and 
jocofcly faud, " Now I will be a man!'* 
Quitting her female apparel, in order to 
travel with the greater eafe, fhe put on the 
drcfs and appearance of a young nobleman, 
with the title of the count de Dohna, fon to 
a nobleman of her train, whom, with three 
others, count Steinberg, baron Soop; arid 
another lord, fhe retained in her fcrvice 5 
all ignorant what part of the world they 
were going to. She fent back all the ladies 
who attended her. 

When they came to a fmall flream on 
the frontiers of Sweden, which feparated 

this 
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this kingdom from Denmark, the queen 
quitted her coach, and crofled over to the 
other fide ^ when jumping afhorc with 
agility, (he cried' out> in a tranfport of 
joy, *' I am free, at laft, , and- (Hit of Swe-r 
*' den ! where I hope never to return;** 
Whatever precautions Chriftina had takenr 
to travel undifcovered. Fame, expted by, 
the. Angularity of her charafter and aftions,. 
was. the harWiiger of l.er approach* . The* 
queen of Denmark, informed that the 
daughter of .Guftavus, who fled with fuch. 
impetuous eagemefs from her country and 
her throne, was In her- kingdom, af-. 
fumed thcdifguife of a .woman of ordinary « 
condition, in order to get a fight of this ce- 
lebrated princefs. Our illuftrioua trar. 
veller had taken up her abode at an inn, 
when the queen arrived, and had the plea- 
fy reof converfing with her : It is even report- 
ed that, extending her curiofity too fa^, Ihe 
had noreafon to applaud herfelf for en- 
gaging in a. converfat ion, in which. Chrif- 
tina very: freely explained her fentimcnts of 
the Daniih court 

King 
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King Charles Guftavus had intrufted one 
of his principal officers with the care of 
conducing his bcnefadtrefs to the frontiers 
of Sweden, after once more making her an 
offer of his crown and hand ; but Chrilttna 
replied -, •* Can it be imagined that I fo 
" foon repent> and am already weary of 
** fi-eedom and independency ? No, fimple 
" liberty is more valuable thair the moft 
^^ fplendid bondage!" There is little doubt 
that Charles really loved the daughter of 
Guftavus, if her account is to be credited, 
written long after her abdication ; that his 
majefty faid, in the prefence of feyeral per- 
fons of quality of both fexes, ^^ Chriftina 
'^ has feated me on a throne ; (he has given 
« me a ttifc \ but fhe has refufed me the 
^< glory of calling her mine ; and has made 
*' me unhappy all my life : nothing can af- 
^* ford me confolation !" This princefs was 
eager to give the prince of Conde the firft 
intelligence of the ftep fhe had taken. By 
fo heroic an aAion ftic expedted to merit a 
higher degree of admiration from her hero. 
" I cftimate, fays fhe, all my glory by your 
*< approbation J and, confid^r myfelC as 

" much 
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" much honoured by your efteem, as by the 
•' crown I inherited. If the refignation of 
** it finks me in your opinion, I muft con- 
" fefs the tranquillity I have fo ardently 
•* fought» wiil coftme dear ; yet I cannot* 
** repent the purchafc even at that price 5; 
*' fori will nevertarnilh an aftion, which to- 
•* me appears noble, by an inglorious and 
" defpicable repentance." Before Chrif* 
tina relinquifhed the government, flie had 
^refented the French academy with her 
portrait ; and afterwards wrote her thanks 
to that fotiety fi)r: their KonouraBle recep- 
tion of it ; adding^ *f I have always de- 
«* monftrated my peculiar regard for your 
** academy, becaufeFwas always an admirer 
^ of polite learning ; and am not appre- 
*' henfive you will have kfs affedion for 
«* me in folitudfe, than when w4ien I was , 
<* feated upon a throne. In that fcene of 
" uninterrupted leifure I have planned, the 
** cultivation of the belles lettres will be my 
*'ftudy5 a confideration that induces me 
<« to believe I (hall fometimes be favoured , 
** with a fight 6f your compofitions, which 
f are equal to the academy's reputation, 

and 
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^ 'and arc altnoft UDivcrfally written in your 
** native language ; a language, which will 
** foon become a principal amufement 'in 
** my retirement.*' 

She alio fent the celebrated Gaffendi a 
medal fattened to a chain of gold, and the. 
affurance of an ^annual penfion ; thus, in 
every inftance, making it her favourite oc- 
cupation to honour merit, and encourage 
genius. 

- The true motive of this queen's abdica^ 
tion will always remain a problem difficult 
%o folve. To behold a young princcfs, 
adored by her people, admired by all na- 
tions, who governed her kingdom with con- 
summate wifdom, prcfided with conftant 
afllduity in her lenates and was endowed 
with all the knowledge of a finiflied politi- 
cian : to behold her crowned with victori- 
ous laut^els ; triumphant over all her ene- 
mies; arbitrefs of the peace of Europe, and 
benefaftrefs to its principal nations : to be- 
hold her in oppofition to the reiterated in- 
treaties of a kingdom aggrandized by the 
fucccfe of her arms, and embellifhed, by 
her indefatigable cares, with the fplendid 

appear- 
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appearance of art3 and fciences r I fayv ix> 
behold her at laft eagerly abandon fo many 
bleffings, is acircumftance equally fingular~ 
and aftonifliing. Sweden had never en- 
joyed, in any reign, fo large a portion of 
glory and happinefs* Ry. the qpeen!3> exr 
teniiye application and encouragement^ 
commerce flourifhed, induftry was excited, 
and genius awakened in.her.fubjeds ; flic 
ftamped frefh fpirit and vigour on the laws, 
refpefted merit and virtue^, and,Jt may be 
truly affirmed, traced the model of a per- 
fe6t adminiftration.. Her mind, cxercifed 
from early youth, in .profound and difficult 
ftudies, fo far, from^ being wearied with 
their multiplicity, feemed. in a manner to ' 
enjoy the perplexing fatigue of ftate affairs: 
it was their regular progreffion which prin* 
cipally occafioned that laffitude and difguft 
fhe complains of. 

- -M. Chanut, the French ambaflador, who 
was one of Chriftina*s chief confidents, and, 
in her own words, one of; her friends, has 
given a defcription of this queen, which 
undoubtedly refembles her, and of which 
the reader may be curious toXca tha prin- 
cipal 
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Gipal outlines : " Chriftina (fays he) waa 
** rather low in ftature ; had a high fore- 
^ head, aquiline nofe, large piercing eyes> 
^ with yet a peculiar fweetnefs of countc- 
"nance; her voice was rough, her air 
*^ mafculine, and her affeftions were fo 
" ftrongly painted on her face, that her fea- 
" tures varied according to the different 
** paffions of her foul : (he difliked the or- 
*' namental part of drefs ; frequently wore 
*• men's (hoes •, with a hat atid feather j pre- 
** ferring the habit of an Amazon to the 
*' more delicate apparel of the female fex. 
^\ Chriftina flept little, .was fond of cxer- 
*^ cife, and difcovered much pleafure and 
*' dexterity in the management of her 
** horfe; Ihe would keep the field ten hours 
" fucceffively in parties of hunting, ex- 
*' pofed to the inclemencies of thq weather, 
" fupporting with equal unconcern all. its 
" viciffitudes. Glory was her element! her 
" heart fwelled with impatience to purfue 
*' It. Her idea of virtue was truly fublime^ 
^' and in her manner of reafoning on its na* 
** ture, fhe copied the Stoic philoibphers. 
^ The difcuffion of problematical points 

was 
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« was aidiverfion to her mind ;. and, m thfe 
^« moft interefHngafiairs of government^ asi 
"well as in thofe of Ximplc amufementv 
<' whenever fhe difciofed her fentimentv 
^« inftrudtion enlightened the faculties of all 
;** who heard her. With what inconceiv- 
'<* able ardour did flie fly to every branch of 
** literature I Hiftory was her conftant 
*« ftudy ; and part of every day's employ- 
*^ ment was to read fome paflagc in the an- 
'** nals of Tacitus, which fhe called the game, 
" of chefs, fignifying that this author fur- 
<« nifhed ample materials for thought and 
**« refleftion* This princefs ufed to fay it 
«« was not in the power of any event: to 
^« d'lfturb the tranquillity of her foul ; and 
^ that death itfelf infpired Jier with no 
^* greater terror than fleep. indefatigable 
** in application, her cognizance extended 
«* to every department of the adminiftratibn. 
«< The ambafladore of foreign power* 
<< tranfadled all their negotiations immedi- 
« ately with the queen j who frequently 
" anfwered their addreflcs at a public au- 

dience. 
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«« dience, without the lead premcdita- 
*^tion." 

What pity iuch univerfal talents for gOr 
vernment had not fufficicnt influence to re- 
tain Chriftina in that elevated fituation, 
where a great and generous foul can dif- 
penfe fo many blcffings on mankind ! But 
an enthufiaftic paflion for liberty feduced 
her far from her country. 
' On her arrival at Hamburgh, Ihc flayed 
fome days at the houfe of Texeira, a rich 
Jew, who had formerly been her faftor and 
agent. In whatever cities fhe paffed thro% 
the magiftrates waited on her to pay ^heir 
refpeftsj and treated her with all the ho- 
riiage due to crowned heads. At Munfter 
Ihe vifited the Jefuits college, and was prc- 
fent at divine fervice ; leaving a bene- 
fa6lion of an hundred ducats. The report 
of her arrival being fpread among the peo- 
ple, (he left the city early the next morning, 
continuing her journey through Holland, 
tiU fhe came to a merchant's houfe at Ant- 
werp, where Ihc refumed her female drefs, 
and received vifits and compliments from 
pcrfons of the firft diftinftion. At Bruflels 
^ Chriflina 



v. 
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'^^ natlan had permitted her to defcend 

* *** from it, the fenate had no longer power 
-^ to ppefcribe the place of her abode, nor 
** rcftrain her liberty, Bcfidcs, added (he, 
<« die Swede* are governed by a monarch 
^ whofe pnidencc and valour are the gira- 
<' ranties of a wife and glorious adnaini- 
** ftration 5 and as I have niade the greateft 
^« of all facrifices to the good of my couri- 
^* tryj and can be of no farther utility to it, 

.**• I intreat that my pleafure and repofe 
;** may remain undillurbed." 

The queen invited M. Chanut, who was 
then at the Hague, as ambafiador to the 
States-General, to make her a vifit : He fo- 
licited, and obtained his naafter's confent, 
and likewife a paflport from the arch-duke 
l^opold. This interview, in which ChriC- 
tina's only intention was to expand her foul, 
iind reveal to her old friend all the fchemes 
of private life Ihe had planned, had, in the 
«yes of Europe, the appearance of a political 
ilep to carry on a negotiation for reconciling 
France and Spain,, which were then at wan 
The rumours that were propagated on this 
cccafipd difpleafcd the court of Verfaille?^ 
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M. ChanutmetwithibtiK rqiroxciiesiandfdr 
Hs juftification, producjcd the letters isrhidt 
had paffcd in his- corrcfpandence vrijth tb* 
queen •, he alio prevailed with her txyteftiiy 
that their convetiations turned ouly on par- 
ticular fubjeas, which were merely per- 
ftmaL Chriflana, inher ftriaobfervanceof 
truth, inadvertently 4ilcovered fome par- 
tiality for the court of Spain, and little comi 
plaifance to th* of France, which difobKged 
the latter power. The king of Swejien di^ 
i:laimed, on this occafion, all agreement <rf 
fcntiment or politics. 

The apprchcnfion that Chriftina intended 
to change her religion, was not ill-grOund- 
edj fhe had long revolved this purpofe in 
her own mind. Anthony Maccdo, a Jcfuir, 
who came into Sweden in the Portugueie 
ambaflador's retinue, was the original au- 
thor of this dcfign. The queen, curious to 
inyeftigate every thing, defired to fee fome 
flcilful theologians who were capable pf in- 
ftruAing her in particular difficulties. * Ma* 
cedo had a-fecret commiffion to bring over 
Ibme of the moft learned miffionarresj 
and toaccomplifli his fchcme, this Jefuit 
H2 . ,e. 
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requefted leave of the ambaffador to return, 
on pretence that the climate was too cold 
. for his cdnftitution ; but not obtaining it/ 
had recourfe to flight. The queen fufpeft- 
ing his motive, favoured his efcape, Ma- 
cedo Went to Rome, and prevailed with the 
head of hi^ order to depute father Francis 
Malines and Paul CafTati for this enter* 
prize ; who came over to Sweden, and were 
the inftruments of Chriftina's refolution to 
abjure the Proteftant xeligion. She exe- 
cuted this defign at Bruflcls, ^n the 24th 
of December, in the arch-duke's cabinet, 
with theaffiftance of father Guefmes, a Do- 
minican, and in the prjefenoeof feveral am- 
b^adors and minifters of Catholic princes. 
This fpiritual and religious ceremony was 
fucceeded by a fiogular contraft of worldly 
fqftivity and rejoicings. Cardinal Mazarin 
. cpmpliqiented the queen on her converfion^ 
and fent a fett of comedians to Bruffels, 
who performed theatrical pieces, alternately, 
in a variety of languages. Balls, hunting- 
matches, and tournaments, rapidly fuc- 
ceeded each other; and it did not appear that 
Chriftina intennixed any large (hare of de- 
votion 
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votion in an z& wKich"^ought folelyto have 
cngroffed her attention. She vixotc at this 
time to the countefc Ebba Sparrc, one of the 
ladies of her court, whom fhe cfteemed and 
loved the moft : ** I receive at Bruffek 
*' (fays ftie) a thoufand honours ; I am on 
** terms of civility with everybody, except 
** the prince of Conde, whom I never fee but 
^' at court or the theatre. 'My chief em- 
** ployments are to eat well and fleep well; 
^ to ftudy a little, chaty^ laugh, fee French 
*< and Italian plays, and pafs my time in 
*« agreeable diffipation. To conclude, I 
" hear no more fermons, and utterly defpife 
" all orators.. As Solomon fays, all wif- 
** dom is vanity : every one ought to live 
•* contentedly, eat, drink, and be merry. 
** Adieu, fair one! remember your Chrlf- 
•^ tina." . 

The queen's religious opinions were very 
free,, as her condudb and converfarion fufE- 
ciently prove. On being told that the Je- 
fuits of Louvain faid, "when Ihe became a 
Catholic, they would place her in the Kft of 
faints, next to St Bridget of. Sweden ; fhe 
replied with vivacity, « Ifhould he much 
H3 " better 
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** better pleafed with my company if they 
f' placed me amongft the philofophet^s/* 

»There is reafan to believe Chriftina's. 
principal inducement to this converfion. 
Vvas hef defire tofpend her days in Catholic 
tountries, and to be on good teems with the 
pope, and other fovereign princes, whO: 
might grant her an afylum, and indemnify 
her for the lofs of her Swedifli revenues,, 
Undoubtedly forefeeing they would not, and 
indeed could not, always continue regularly 
paid. 

In a letter to the king of Sweden, 'Chrif- 
tina reminded him of the engagements be- 
tween them, entreating him to perfuade 
the ftates to confent to her retiring where 
Ihe pleafed ; as her abfence, if not necef* 
fary, was at leaft a matter of indi0ercnce to 
the nation. She endeavoured likewile to 
convince the count deBrahe, firft fenator, 
of the truth of this aflertioD, expreffing 
herfelf in the following manner : " la* 
*^ the prefent (late of affairs, I think the 
** welfare of my country,^ as well as the. 
' ** laws of decorum^ point out the propriety, 
j;[ of my abience^ and I cannot help be-. 

« Ueving^ 
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•^ lieving it even neccflaTy taihc p»biic re- 
** pofe, that 1 (houid namore be fccn ii\ar 
« country where I have formerly reigned/*" 
A tafte for pleaiure, fondnefs foriie arts,, 
and love of liberty,* were the peal induce- 
ments that detained Chriftmar in diftant 
kingdoms. She refided fonxe time at Bruf- 
fels, and had a crowded circle of accom- 
plifhed nobility and men of letters ; thefe 
flocked from- all parts to pay their duty to 
her as their lawful fovereign. She in* 
vited Menage to come and fee her, telling 
him, " That as /he had travelle4 far the 
" greater part of the journey to meet him, 
f* Sie thought h^r efteem and affedlion 
" particularly merited his performing the 
^ reft, and giving her his company/* But 
Menage excufed himfelf 

The gaiety at Bruffels was interrupted 
fay news of the death of the queen-dowager 
pf Sweden. Cbriftina retired into t|iC 
country for three weeks. The widow of 
Guftavus could not behold her, daughter 
defcend from the throne of her anceftors^ 
without feeling the rnoft po^nant forrew^ 
H 4, which 
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Avhich iaibittered .^nd ihortencd her days; 
^he grand chancellor Axel Oxenfteirn 
died abouf the fame time : his death, like 
his life, was mild and ferenej accompanied 
with the grateful efteem and regret of his 
country,, after being maay years its fup- 
port, its orack, and its glory ! His lad en- 
qyiry was about Chriftina ; and he expired 
with thefe words,. ''^.I told her ftie would 
^^ repent her refignation:-^But — ftill, Ihe 
" is the daughter of the great Guftavus ! - 
The moment of repentance that the 
chancellqr predifted wasw not yet arrived r 
Chriftina enjoyed the firft hour^ of her li- 
berty with tranfport. . She made the neceP 
fary difpofitions for a joarncy into Italy, 
thinking to. fix her habitation at Rome, 
the centre of the polite arts, and of all the 
wonders of antiquity j bleft with a delicious 
clim^uc, where fportive nature is lavifhly 
prodigal, of her riches. Cardinal Chigi, a 
gre^t admirer of this princefs, \^as raifed to 
the pontifical chair by the name of Alexan- 
der VIL another inducement for her to re- 

£4e ifL that aoUt city. 

Oa 
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On leaving BrufTels, ftie made magnifi-^ 
cent prefents to the^ arch- duke Leopold^ 
and fcveral lords of his court. She was at- 
tended with a grand retinue, and, injpaffing 
through Augsburg, they conduced her to 
the chief magiftrate*s houfe, and fhewed her 
the fpot where Guftavus Adolphus refted. 
The queen contemplated it fome time in fi- 
lence, her eyes fixed on the ground, fhed- 
ding tears to the memory of her father* 
In the cathedral of Infprucky Ihe made a- 
public renewal, with the utmoft folcmnity, 
of her belief -in the Roman .Catholic reli- 
gion. The pope appointed Lucas Holfte- 
nius (a canon of St. Peter's, and keeper of 
the Vatican, library) to receive- her con- 
fcrtion with the cuftomary ceremonies ; ha 
v/as a learned Hamburgher, and a late con* 
vert. Chriftina's abjuration, was fucceeded. 
by a variety. of public diverfions ; even on. 
the evening of this aft of devotion, .a co- 
medy was reprefented, where (if the very 
improbable, relation of M. Chevreau. is to 
be credited) the (Jueen was prefent, and. 
faid to her attendants, " It is but rcafon-. 
*^ able they flaould entertain me witli a co-' 
H 5 ' '« medy^ 
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« mcdy to-night, -when I have fo highff 
« entertained rKem with arfarce this morn- 
"Ing!" She certainly could never be 
guilty of this piece of imprudence to ridi- 
cule an aftion which, from the advantages 
fi^ hoped to derive from it, fecmed fo 
much for her intereft to have regarded as 
finccre. She acquainted the king of 3we-» 
den with her converfion ; and nothing can 
be more fubmiflive than the letter (he ad-^ 
dreflcd to the pope on that occafion : *^ I 
** have demonftrated to the whole world 
" (fays Ihe) that I can refign a kingdom 
«* with the greateft joy, where vefieration 
*^ for your holinefs is in the clafs of irre- 
<« miffible fins : defpifing all fublunary 
^ adoration, I fhall convince you how 
^ greatly I prefer the glory of obeying. 
^* your holinefs to that of commanding 
** mankind/* The pope's behaviour to* 
Chrillina was not ungrateful ; he omitted 
no circumftance of refpeft to make, her 
amends for the facrifice fhe profefled to 
have made him : confiderable preparations 
were ready, by his order, to receive her 
-with all the honours due to her exalted 
^ rank. 
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rank. Yet the queen ms^de flow approaehcs 
'towards the capital of Italy, being intcfr- ' 
rupted by the feftivity that ber prefence 
occafioned in all the cities ftie pafled thro' % 
triunxphal arches wore eredted in many 
places, adorned with panegyrical infcrip- 
tions. She made her entry through die 
principal cities on horfcback, , in the dreft 

- of an Amazon 5. her journey was one con-- 
tinued triumph/ On perceiving the cu* 
pola of the churchvof Lojetto, fhe made fc- 
veral figns of devotion, and difinoumed- 
from her horfe^ entering the city on foon 
She was prefcnjt at the celebration o£ high- 

- mals,.and depofitcd^ a crown and fceptrc^ 
enriched with jewels, upon the altar that 
fupported the image of the Bleflcd Virgin.- 
The pope fent two cardinal legates a laUre^, 
with a fplendid train of' coaches a»d attend* 
ants, to meet her. Chriftina entered Rome 

^ on the ninteenth of December, at fcvcn ift 
the evening: the proceffion was illumi^- 
nated by an. infinite number of flambeaux, 
paffing thrqugh regiments of cavalry drawa • ^ 
up to receive the queens and followed bj 
the multitude, whd made the air reibund 
H6 with' 
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with acclamations. This entry, notwithF- 
flanding its magoificence, was faid to ha 
made incQgmoj,. the moft Ipkndid ponfjp- 
and cerenrK)ny were to be difpJayed in the^ 
public one that.was to follow^ On Chrifti- 
na's arrival, (he iriimeidiately:paid her obei^- 
fance to the fovei!cign, pontiff; after bow^-^- 
iflg thrice,, £be kifled his flipper and -his 
hand: this interview was very fhort* Next^ 
day the illuftrious Swede was conduded by^ 
Lucas Holftenius to the Vatican library,,, 
where fheeniployed heifetf in the- exami- 
nation of its moft rare and valuable trea«i 
fures ly flxe afterwards madoanothcr vifit ta* 
the pope, and received one from his holi* 
, nefs. Wlien the day appointed for the 
iblemnity of a public, entry was arrived^, 
Chriftina made her appearance in -an Ama- 
zonian drefs, with a plume of feathers iq 
htr hat, and mounted on a white palfreyj 
Croffing the city, (he proceeded to St. Pe- 
ter's church ; all the troops were under 
^rms ; the ftreets were. ornamented with tri* 
umphal arches,, and adorned with tapeftryv 
paintings, garlands^ .and emblematical de- 
yktSy, in.allufion to the aame and w^ion* 



^ QltTEEN'oF SWEDEN. i^l 
«f the queen. At proper intervals were 
placed bands of muficians ; the flouriflics 
«f the tr^mpeta^^ were anfwered by the dif- 
charges of the artillery ; whilft the ladies of 
Rome, fuperbly dreffed, and glittering with. 
diamonds, were feated in ^n amphitheatre; 

Chriftina beheld' herfelf honoured lik» 
ihe Roman empctors in their triumphs J la 
this manner the pope infmuatedthat htr 
viftory over error was a more glorioiis at- 
chievcment than any of the ancient* con- 
qoefts over warlike nations. Th'efuperior 
orders of the church waited at the door to 
receive the queen, and led her to the high 
dtar, and from thence to the pope's chapel; 
from whofe hand ihe received the facra*- 
ment of confirmation, adding to the name 
of Ghrillina that of Alexandra. Shfe after- 
wards communicated with., the cardinal 
deacons. 

The fucceedmg-day^ were for many fefti* 
vals, duri ng w hie h C hriftina was treated with 
aUimagioabie honours. The palace of Far- 
nefc was fumptuoufly decorated for her ha- 
bitation: the pope and the Roman princes. 
knt her a great, number • of magnifiront 

prcfenta 
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prefents imd rich equipages; arid ftic 
amufed herfelf with viewing the moft cele- 
brated churches and communities in Rome.- 
Obferving with attention the famous print- 
ing-office, calculated for twcnty-twb dii9fe- 
rent tongues, in' the Urban college de pro- 
fdgnndd fide^ fhe faw come out from the: 
prefs, prayers offered for herheajth in eight, 
languages. 

(1656) This princefs gratified Vfthfrefe 
ardour her tafte for polite literature, fci- - 
enccs, . and liberal %rts. . She invited the 
principal heads of the Roman academies ta* 
meet once a. week at her palace. In thefe. 
aflemblies moral treatifes and poetical 
pieces were read, and they commonly, 
ended with a concert of mufic : fhe was fre- 
quently prcfent at dramatic en tertainmcntsi. 
particularly operas that metaphorically re- 
prefented the moft brilliant events of her 
reign, and extolled the facriiice of her cro\^n 
to religion. ' 

The world was divided in opinion on the^^ 
propriety of Chriftiria's conduft; Ihe had a 
great number of admirers, and yet more 
ccnfurers: thefe latter reproached her with. 
"^ aban- 
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abandoning the reGgion of her anceftors, in 
order to embrace another, from motives of 
levity, and even of intereft, without appear-, 
ing, in her new profeflion of faith, to bc^ 
more perfuaded of its truth, more inclined 
to fulfil the engagenients of her abjuratipn; 
or to fhew any evident figns of converfion. 
Her inordinate love for the arts and fci- 
cnces was regarded as imbecility : they 
accounted it criminal to have renounced the 
throne of the great Guftavus, and, what 
was ftiil more valuable, the power of doing 
good, and being ufeful to her country, ia 
order to become a wanderer and a fugitive, 
amongft foreign nations ;' fupplicating, in 
fome degree, the protection and bene- 
fadlions of their fovereigns, and fuffering 
the degradation of receiving from them her 
fortune and eftablifliment, though born 
their equal. 

*' This is purchafing at an extravagant 
** price indeed, (faid they) the frivolous 
♦* pleafure of beholding the ruins of ancient 
«• Rome, and the mutilated remains of 
« Greek and Roman induftry !*' 

Chriftina, 
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Chriftina, however, was yetimmerfed iiT 
the intoxicating charms of novelty, and in 
admiration of thofe wonders that nature and 
art prefented on every fide to her obferva-*- 
tioir. Her- time was occupied invifiting^ 
academies and churches ; in confidering the 
beauty of the edifices ; in feeing colledlions 
of pidlures by the greateit matters, and ia 
admiring thofe mafter-pieces of genius of 
the modern fculptors, as well as the antique. 
ftatucs. A ftatue of Truth, by Bernini 
drew her attention: Ihfc cried out feveral 
times, in examining its* beauties, " /^i 
biella cofaV^' A cardinal, who was preltncf 
faid to her on this occafion, ^ Madam, it 
" may/very juftiy be affirmed, that no fo* 
*• vereign ever was fo fond of truth as your 
" majefty?"' " Ihe reafon of that is, 
** (anfwered the queen) becaufe all truths 
" are not fo fmoothly poliftied as this^ 
** marble." , Cardinal Colonna was one of 
the moft affiduous courtiers at the queen's 
kyee -, he was importunate in his vifits 
and ' praifes of her uncommon accomplifli- 
ments, till, by degrees^, he fell defperately 
IbXiloYZi and even declared his paffion. 

Chriftina.. 
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Chriftina turned her inamorato into ricK- 
eulcj and his holinefs commanded the car- 
dinal to withdraw his attendance, telling 
him- this princcfs did not come to Rome 
to be fcandalizcd. Her court was at firft 
almoft entirely compofed of Spaniards, but 
flie infenfibly began to favour the French 
and Italians, and to cbufe her officers from 
among them* The Spaniards, offended at 
this preference, fuffercd their jealoufy to 
break out in difrefpedlful rcfleftions on her 
majefty's condudfc Chriftina teftified her 
difpleafure at this pr«fumption, and threa- 
tened todahcrfclfjuftice, if it was refufcd 
her, elfewhere. The pope, on receivM>g 
information: of thefc broils, put an end to 
them, by declaring, that he fhould confi* 
der the fmalleft offences the queen had 
caufe to complain of, as. injuries done to 
his own perfon. 

About this time a confpiracy w&s dilco- 
Tered^ whicb menaced Rome with a revo- 
lution. The confpirators were chiefly Spa- 
niards-, and if the relation given by the au- 
thor of the Turki/lj Spy is authentic, they 
intended to fct the city on fire, fcize the 

pope 
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pope and the queen, and murder the Por- 
tuguefc ambaflador. Many of the feditiouS' 
were imprifoned and punilhed. Chriftin^ 
bad a fit of illnefs, ^'frhich was attributed to. 
her uneafinefs in* confequence of thefe dit-- 
turbances^ 

Defire of univcrfal knowledge beihg the: 
ruling paflion pf^ our celebrated. Amazon,, 
ihe took the advantage of a contagioq. that 
appeared in Rome^ as. a pretext for travel- 
ling into France.- Sweden - was jiow en- 
gaged in open war with the Poles : her king . 
fupported the glory of the crown by the re- 
putation of hi« vidories*; but thefe mili** 
tary exploits abforbed all the national funds, 
and prevented the punctual remittance of 
die queea's revenues: the fenate, and all 
the orders of the ftatc,^ but efpecially the 
clergy, exclaimed loudly ^ainft her abfence 
and change of religion. " Since this prin*- 
" cefs renounces us (faid they) what right *" 
** has fhe to expcd we fhould fupply her 
** expences ?" 

Chriftina was neceffitatcd to pawn her 
jewels for ten thoufand ducats. After 
uking leave of the pope, and receiving his 

bene- 
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bejjedldion, fhe departed, on Tiorfeback, 
prpmifing to return again to Rome, which 
file regarded as her adopted country. She 
was accompanied to Ci vita Vecchia by feve- 
ral cardinals, and a numerous retinue;, 
there fhe embarked on board a galley that 
the pope had appointed for her accommo- 
dation j attended by three other finall vef- 
iels. She was not permitted to land at 
Genoa, becaufe a report already prevailed; 
that the peftilence was at Rome ; the re- 
public, however, fent magnificent prcfcnt$. 
on board her galley. 

At length the queen arrived at Mar- 
feilles, not without fear of being attacked 
by Ibme Turkijih rovers, who were cruifii^ 
in thofe feas. The duke of Guifc, who was 
a magnificent prince,, and a. moft. agreeable- 
courtier, came, by order of the king of 
France, to receive and accompany this il- 
luftrious ftranger through his dominions : 
She was complimented with addreffcs and 
grand entertainments by all the cities in her 
progrefs ; 'the governors prefenting their 
keys, feating her under a canopy of ftate, 
whiJft.the. hilhogs^ofiiccrs, and magiftrates,. 

paid: 
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paid their rcfpefts. She ftaycd nine days at 
Lyons, and arrived at Fontalneblcau on the 
fourth of September. Madame de Mont- 
penfier, daughter of Gallon d*Orleans, the 
brother of Lewis XIII. requefted the 
king^s perlniflion, although (he was then 
in exile, ta meet the queen of Sweden.. 
Let us^ hear her own recital of this inter- 
view : *' I came toEffone — The queen was 
•* at a ball at Anfclin*s,— ^I had hiard fo 
*' much about her whimfical manner of 
" drefling, that I was terrified to death 
*' left I Ihould laugh when I faw her. 
" As they were calling out. Make way, 
** andconduftingme to a feat, I perceived 
** her; flie furprifed me, but not in a man-f ! 
** ner to excite laughter. Her drefs was a 
** grey petticoat, trimmed with gold and 
•* filvcr lace; a flame-coloured camblef 
*' jacket, trimmed in the fame tafte; aGc- 
•* neva-point handkerchief, tied with a 
** flame-coloured ribband; a flaxen wig, 
•* turned in a puff l)ehind, as the ladies 
" wear their hair ; and a hat, with a black 
*' feather, in her hand : her complexion is 
•* fiuti, her eyes blue ; fometimes there is. a 

" fweets-^ 
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** iweetnefs in them, at other times they 
" are fierce and difdainfulj her mouth, 
** though wide, is pleafmg enough 5 her 
. " teeth fine ; her nofc large and aquiline j 
*^ (he is remarkably low, and her jacket 
** conceals the defefts of her fhape : upon 
" the whole, I fhould have taken her for 
** a pretty little boy. When the ball was 
" ended we went to the play : there (he . 
-" aftoniflied me indeed i for, in commend- 
" ing fuch paffages as pleafed her, (he 
** fwore by Jher Maker; laid herfelf along 
" in her feat, tolTing her legs from one fide 
** to the other, even over the arms of the 
•* chair, repeating- thofe verfes Ihe liked 
** the bcft. SJie talked upon a variety of 
" fubjeds, and her converfatioft had an 
" agreeable turn : in an inftant (he would 
** be plunged in a profound revere, pour 
** forih heavy fighs, and then as fuddenly 
•* jecoUcft herfelf, like a perfon recovering 
"from a fwoon : (he is altogether a very 
^ extraordinary woman. After the play 
«• we were entertained with fireworks 
«* played oflF upon the water : (he leaned 
«^ on my arm during this amufement ; and 

** fcwnc 
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<« fomc of the rockets falling very ^near us, 
*« Lwas frightened-, but Ih^ bantered me, 
<« and faid, " Can it he poffible that a 
« lady, who on particular ^ccafions has' 
*<^ performed fuch gallant aftions,- Ihould 
** be afraid of a rodket ?" I anfwered, that 
-** I was only brav« on particular occafions, 
** and thought no more could be expcfted 
^* from me* She owiied the ftrongeft 
^^ inclination (he had in the world was to 
<* fee a battle, and (he fhould never reft till 
*' it was gratified : that, of all men, (he 
•" chivied the prince of Conde for the fame 
-*« of his exploits ; adding, "He is your 
*« good friend ?" I anfwered, *' Yes, 
^ Madam, and my very near relation," 
•*' He is the greatefl hero of the age, con- 
^« tinued (be ; his enemies cannot rob him 
^' of that character." 

Whilft Chrifti^a was at Fohtainebleau, 
(everal ladies of the court came to vifit her, 
and advanced to falute her : the queen, a 
little o(Fended with their familiarity, (hewed 
her refentment by faying, " What has 
" pofle(red thefe ladies with fuch a jpaffion 
f* for kiJEng me ? Is it becaufe they think 

" I 
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•* I refismble a man ?" The highcft ho- ^ 
nours were paid this princefs during hcr^ 
refidence in France^ honours equal to 
thofe the emperor Charles V. formeiiy re- 
ceived. She entered the capital on horfe- 
back, in the Amazon ftile ; part of the 
royal houfliold troops^ the militia, and other 
military forces of the city^ were under 
arms, and many of the nobility followed in 
fumptuous equipages. 

Deafened with popular applaufe, and at- 
tended by a fplendid train, (he arrived at 
the church of Notre Dame, where TeDeum 
was fung : from thence Ihe was prevailed 
upon to proceed to the Louvre, in an open 
car, and was conduced into the ftate apart- 
ment, adorned, on this occafion, with aU 
the ornamental furniture belonging to the 
crowo. The queen of England, the nobi- 
Hty, clergy, the univcrfity, (i) and the 

( i) M. Le Camus, rc(flor of the univerfitv, compofed 
;Z poem in houour of this qiieeii, whkn met witk 
great applaufe : the two foilo\\^ng lines were prin-> 
.c;ipally taken notice of, alluding to her abode at 
&ome, and her title of queen of the Goths : , 
Te fatia antiquse tenoerniit moenia Romae, ' 
Raderaquc altcorcs orhis teftanda Gothos* 

' French 
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French academy, paid her their compli* 
ments : Chriftina anfwered them immedi- 
ately with fpirit and dignity. Several of 
her anfwcrs, which were quite unpremedi- 
tated, have been publifhod. A Kioidlor of 
divinity, at the head of his pupils, addrefled 
his compliments in thefe remarkable words: 
" Stteda te€briftinamftcit\ R<ma Cbriftia- 
" nam^ faciai te Gallia Chriftianiffttnami 
'** Sweden called you Chriftina^ Rome 
•' m^de you a Chiiftian^ may France be- 
" iftow on you the citle of Mcjt Chrijiian !** 
TJiis was undoubtedly the moft flattering 
wifli he could have formed, and its accom- 
pliflimcnt had been the higheft gratification 
to her ambition : but it Vas very impro- 
bable that a young monarch of nineteen 
years of age,, the handfomeft man in hi« 
kingdom, fhould conceive a palTion for a 
foreign princefs, where the difparity of 
years was fo great, and f j little fimilitude 
in their .manners, the graces of perfon, or 
turn of fentiment! All men of literary re- 
putation had very eafy accefs to Chriftina, 
who was not difpleafed with making an of- 
tcntatious difplay of her talents and acquire- 
ments 
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ments in knowledge. She converfed with 
every particular perfon on the fubjed of his 
own writings^ Monfieur Menage was maf^ 
ter of the ceremonies, introducing fuch 
men of diftinftion as came to wait on her : 
he never failed, in prefcnting every one, to 
add, " This is Mr. fuch-a-one, a man of 
*^ merit !" One day her majefty, fatiguedl 
With thefe vifits, faid, with an air of cha- 
grin, " There is no end of the men of 
" merit of this Monfieur Menage's ac- 
" quaintance !" She was perfeftly verfed 
in the hiftory of all the great families of 
France, their Temarkable adions, and their 
arms. The intrigues of the cpurt, and thofc 
of the young nobility, amufed her ; and it 
afforded her entertainment to recite occa- 
fionally many fecret anecdotes, of a nature 
it would have Ihewn greater delicacy to be 
ignorant of. The names of all encouragers 
of the polite arts were familiar to her. 
When any nobleman was introduced, fhe 
talked with him on things which concerned 
him perfonally; reminding the duke of 
Liancourt, and the marquis of Sourdis, for 
inftance, of the capital piftures in their 
I coU 
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^Uedion. The court was unacquainted 
ji^ith a remarkable antique agate of ineAi- 
pbable value^ which the queen was defirous 
U> fee, and drew a (ketch of; by this means, 
kfter flridl: fearch, it was found at St. 
penis's, where it ftill remains among the 
^ches of th^ treafury. Her knowledge w^ 
p extenfivp Jthajt aU who heard her fpeak 
^CTC aftoniihed : She underftood every 
thing. At Paris fhe faw all that was curi- 
ous in the churches, palaces, cabinets, and 
libraries J and pften frequented the af- 
[cmblies of men of letters. Hearing there 
J7as one of this kind at the duke of Guife's,- 
(he defircd to be admitted : Gilbert, this 
q[ueen's envoy in France, read a comedy 
there, of her own compofition ; the dia- 
logue was rather free ; and Chapelain, au*- 
thor of La FuceUe^ a poem then much in 
i^pgue, being aiked his opinion of this 
piece, blamed its licentioufneft. The queen 
ijueftioned Menage, who was prefent, what 
.1e thought of it ? This learned writer pe- 
letrated her fentiments, and, in order to 
:)leafe her, beftowed unlimited praifes on 
[he work ; the queen replied, " I am 

vaftly 
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«< vaftly delighted that this play is adapted 
" to yourtaftc ; yourbpinion carries fomc 
** weight with it; but that Monfieur Chape- 
" lain is but a poor creature ! he would 
*^ have every thing wrote in theftyle oi La 
*' Pucelle.^* The queen of Sweden, before 
fhe quitted Paris, was defirous of leaving a 
good impreflion of her faith -, fhe therefore 
requefted a bifhop might be appointed to 
her confcflion. M. d' Amiens was intro- 
duced into her cabinet for this duty : fhe 
fell on her knees before the prelate, fixing 
her eyes immoveably on his face ; whicl> 
occafioned his faying, fhe confefled very 
devoutly -, that he was charmed with her 
fentiments, but fcandalized by her oiien.^ 
She likewife received the facrament at 
Notre Dame, from the hands of the arch- 
bifhop of Bourges ; (landing up and chat- 
ting the whole time of mafs : fo that the 
piety of this new catholic did not appear to 
be very fervent. 

The queen fet out for Compiegne, where 

the court ' then was. Cardinal Mazarin, * 

the prime minifter, had conceived a very 

^ high idea of this princefs, which influenced 

I 2 . him 



\jz HISTORY OF CHRISTINA, 
bixn to procure .faer all the honours and 
pleafures flie could poflibly be entertained 
with during her flay in Frances he went 
himfelf to meet her, and dined with her at 
Chantilly. The king and Monfteur his 
l?rother came there unexpededly in the af- 
ternoon : they were impatient to fee this 
royal ftranger, of whom they had heard 
Jfgch a variety of oppofite reports : chufing 
toi- emain unnoticed, they entered the 
queen's apartment by a private door, and 
mingled in the proud thjat furrounded her 
aind the cardinal. He perceived, and pre- 
fented them to her m^jefly, under the cha- 
i^fter of two young lords of the firft family 
in France. Chriftina, who hjad feen their 
portraits at the Louvre, difcovered them, 
and faid, laughing, " Yes, I really believe 
** them fprung from a noble race, and born 
«.* to inherit crowns !" She no longer hcfi- 
tated to addrefs them by. the appellation of 
brother. The cardinal faid it was a diffi- 
cult tafk to deceive her, and confefled fhe 
was talking with the king and l>/[on^\tuv. 
After this, (he difcourfed^ Ipng while wi?h 
JLouis XIV. and^had the .art to render her ^ 

con- 
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<!Onverfaiion agreeable to a monarch who 
fpoke a great deal himfelf with eafy free- 
dom, though he was yet at a timid age. 
He returned with Monfieur to Compiegne 
in the evening: and the next day the queen- 
dowager, the king, ana the whole court, 
fet out to meet Chriftina, and waited to re- 
ceive her at Fay, a fine feat of the marlhal 
de la Motte-Houdancourt's, three leagues 
from Compiegne. Their majefties, the 
princes, and ladies of rank, feated them- 
felves on an elevated terrafs ; the ave- 
nues to the caftlc were lined with the king's 
houfliold and a train of fumptuous equi- 
pages •, whilft a prodigious concourfe of 
fpeftators enlivened the fcenc, and the 
whole appearance proclaimed the magnifi- 
cent pleafures of a flourifliing (late. The 
queen of Sweden, accompanied by the 
duke of Guife and cardinal Mazarin, ar- 
jived in a triumphant manner, advancing 
to the found of martial mufic. Ladies were 
feldom feen in her parties : ** I do not love 
** the men (faid fhe) becaufe they are men, 
*' but becaufe they are not women !** 

On alighting from her coach, the queen- 
dowager ftepped forward to receive her, 
I 3 the 
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the king prefcnting fiis hand to lead her 
into tbeapartn:ient prepared tocntertain her. 
Th^in majefties .and Monfieur fat down at 
table : Chrillina talked a great deal ; and 
the delicacy of her wit was univerfally ad- 
mired ; but the fingularity of her apparel, 
the negligence of her head-dwtis, 5nd that 
affgjsedair ot freedom, with manners at 
tonifbing, at the firfl: appearance, did not 
prejudice any perfon in hex behalf; yet,, 
wjien cuftom had familiarized thefe parti- 
cularities^ fhe infenfibly became agreeable, 
and the graceful eafe of her eonverfatioa 
fooa conciliated every fuflrage in her fa- 
vour. This was the impreffion that the- 
queen-dowager and mademoifelle de Mont- 
penficr both acknowledged this illuf- 
trious ftranger made upon them. Chrifti- 
i?a Hx^wed particular civilities, and made 
profeffibns. of frienddiip to mademoifelle 
Mancini, niece to cardinal Mazarin, know- 
ing how much this lady was beloved by 
Louis XIV. She even flattened his paffion, 
and p^rfuaded him not to. refill his inclina- 
tion tOr make her the partner of his crown % 
telling them both, '• She would be the 
« corifidaot o£ their amour \ and,, that if 

they 
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*' they truly loved each other, it was b^ft 
** to marry." Such advice was difpleafing 
to the regent and the cardinal, and contri- 
buted to make them haften the departure 
o^ a queen who delivered her fentimcnts 
with too much franknefs. 

Notwithftandlng this determination, they 
procured her every fpecics of amufement 
during her ftay ; annongft others, an Italian 
comedy, which (he ingenuoufly declared to 
be a very wretched performance : they told 
her that thefc players generally performed 
in a better manner ; ^' That.muft certainly 
*^ be true, (replied fhe) fince they are fuf- 
" fered to ad/* [ She difcbvered great fen- 
fibility at the reprcfentation of a French 
tragedy; breaking into exclamations oi 
tranfport or grief, lighing deeply -, and 
at length was fo far loft in meditation, 
that the queen-dowager fpqke to her, buc 
oould not draw her attention. Grand hunt- 
ing parties were among the divcrfions ia 
which Cbriftina fignalized her ildlL The 
king's officers conftantfy attended hec, fbi; ^ 
it was neceffary the court ifhould fupply all 
her deficiencies -, deftitutc of female at- 
t^ndants^ Hate officers, equipages, and mo« 

I 4 ^ ^Jy 
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ney, herfelf alone compofed her court T 
She might be compared to thofe heroines 
in yimadis di GauU who recounted great ad- 
ventures, but wbofe train and appear- 
ance were bad heralds of their noble 
birth, or the celebrity of their aftions. 
The infinuating praifcs with which ibe flat- 
tered the queen-mother, the king, . arid the 
cardinal, were proofs of her addrefs. She 
poffcfTed the art of mingling encomiums 
and criticifms with the moft refined deli- 
cacy-, never fparing in her public difcourfe 
thofe pcrfons who had ridiculed -hep in pri- 
vate. 

On the twenty-third of September flic 
left. Compiegne, and was conduced two 
leagues from thence by the queen-mother: 
Thefe princeffes fecmed to feparaite with 
regret. In pafling aear Senli«, Chriftina^ 
paid a vifit to Niron de I'Enclos, tliat 
courtezan fo celebrated for her beauty and 
her gallantry, but ft ill more for the allure-* 
nients of her wit, and cxtenfivc knowledge 
and taftc in polite literature. The queen. 
leas charmed with the converfation of Ni- 
non, bcftowed the higheft complimients on 
her undcrftanding, and expreffed i;aore et 

teem 
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teem for her than (he had evef done fer^cf 
of her own fex; made her feme f^refents^ 
and even took pains in perfuading her to 
follow her to Rome : but Ninon, naturally 
neither intcrefted nor ambitious, was toa 
much addided to gallantry, and too muck 
in love with liberty, to agree to fuch a pro^ 
polal : fhe was fenfible of the value of thcx' 
lacrifice the queen required, and remained 
inflexible to all her lolicitations and pro<^ 
mifes. 

. (1657) Chriftina now quitted Franpe^* 
where ihe left a tram of admirers of her wit 
and learning, as well as of her elevation of 
foul, and franknefs. of character. They re* 
gardcd her as a heroine, the worthy daugh* 
ter of Guftavus, and even fuperior to the- 
fame arifing from the glory of her reign, 
her culture of thefciences, and thedkin*: 
tereftcdncfs of her condudt. Yet, if any. 
credit is to be given to the memoirs of the 
countefs d'Aunoy, " She had not the leaft; 
" refemblance of a woman, not even corner 
*' mon modefty •, chufuig to be waited oa> 
" . by men at all hours; affcAing amafeulimj/ 
" appearance in all her anions j laughing: 
** immoderately when any t^ing. diverted - 
i 5 *: hcr^ 
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« iier, and being extravagantly loud in her 
« applaufe as well as lamentatbns : in com^ 
** pseny ihe would frequently fing, and ap- 
« >pear quite abfcnt : there was fomething. 
"• unequal, rough, and even libertine in 
♦* her converfation on religious as weH as 
"polite topicks : a perpetual reftleflhefs 
•• made it impoflible for her to continue; 
** long in the fame place. When the king 
** afid queen, and all the court,, were pre-- 
" fent, fhe could not forbear fitting in- 
^, very unbecoming attitudes. She pro- 
•* fefled to deipife iall her own fexfor their 
** ignorance, and delighted to talk with the 
** men on every kind of fubjed." 

Such particulars, joined to the forego- 
ing, form a character fo entirely Angular as. 
is not to be paralleled in hiftory. Notwith- 
ftanding thefe impcrfeftions, all the princes 
who admitted this illuftrious traveller into 
their territories, were eager to entertain her 
in the moft ^lendid manner. The duke . 
of Savoy no fooner heard of her intended 
journey to Turin, than he erefted trophies, 
crouded with emblems and infcriptions, to 
her glory : her entrance into this city wa§ 
- ~ 8 afrefh 
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i frefti triumph added to the former. She 
refted 'in fome of the ccclefiaftical cities, 
principally at.Pefaro, till the apprehenfions 
of the peftiknfce at Rome were entirely dif- 
'fipated, and then returned to that capital. 

Chriftina often wilhed to have the coun- 
tefs of Sparre, according to her own e»- 
preflion^ a whnefs of her felicity : (he w3s 
the woman to whom the queen was moft 
ftrongly attached by cfteem and inclina- 
tion 1, every letter that (he writes to her is 
filled with thofe expreflions the heart alone 
can diftate;' fhe praifes lavifhly her beauty 
and tuerit, giving them the preference, to 
all Ihe has ever fcen, of moft amiable in the 
world. The countefs never would leave 
Sweden, her native land, where (he was be- 
'loved, and made a brilliant appearance : 
fhe was too well acquainted with her illuf 
trious friend, imprudently to refign herfelf 
to the inconftancy of her humour and man«- 
ner of life. 

Thofe pleafures and honours enjoyed by 
. Chriftina during her refidence in France; 
gave rife to a define of vifiting that king- 
dom once more : the pretext was her cw 
L6 riofity 
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riofity to be prefent at a ball where the 
king was to dance ; but it was fufpeded 
me was to aft in a more exalted fphere^ 
by becoming the mediatrix between France 
and Spain,, in order to eftablifli a peace by 
her negotiations. Far from fhewing any 
pppofition to her return, the king, the 
queen, and cardinal Mazarin, pfefled her 
not to defer it Accordingly, on the fif- 
teenth of Oftober ibe arrived at Fontaine- 
bieau, with an equipage little more fumptu- 
ous than her ordinary one, and a very in- 
confiderable retinue 5, her drefs likewifc was 
much more negleded than at her firft ap- 
pearancp. '* I met her (fays Mademoifelle 
** de Montpenfier) in a verylhabby coach^ 
*« attended by the chevalier Sentinelli, her 
" matter of the horfe, andMonaldefchi^her 
*« grand equerry: fhe was drefled in an 
♦* exceeding dirty yellow petticoat, with a 
«^ jacket worn quite thread-bare, and a 
** cap. I thought her now as ugly as Ihc 
** had appeared pretty, to me the firft time 
^ I faw her," There had been a kind oi 
rivalry and competition . betwixt the 
queen'5 matter of the horfe and her gran^ 

equerry, 
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eqi^rry. Monaldefchi had been guilty of 
fopae treafonable meafur^s towards his mlf- 
trefs, and was the fecret contriver df ^ plot, 
theadium of which he wanted to fall on 
the abfent ofBcen It muft undoubtedly 
be the chevalier Sentinelli, who was then 
in Italy; but fome letter^ falling into 
Chtiltina's hands, occafioncd her niakihg 
fuch ftrift enquiries as left her no room to 
doubt of the perfidy of her grand equerry : 
after acquiring all the proofs neceflary to 
confirm his guilt, and conyift him of his 
crime, Ihe diflcmbled fome time longer; 
and feated hcrfelf, in travelling, oppofite 
to Monaldefchi, without teftifying any 
marks of fufpicion or diftruft ; feeming 
rather to correfpond with him infentiments, 
and to impute the treafon which had raifed 
her indignation to ihe abfent officer. Mo- 
naldefchi had once the audacity to fay, 
*' Madam, your majefty has been betrayed, 
•* and you know the guilty perfon 1'*^ The 
queen afked him, " What puniflament he 
" thought that perfon deferved ?" " He 
«* deferves inftant death, (anfwered he) and I 
** am ready, if called uppn^ to be his exe- 

** cutioner!'* 
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" cutioner !** *• It is you yourfelf i(replie(f 
« the queen) who have pronounced his* 
** fentence ; reniennber it well ; 1 declare 
** to you, I will very fpeedily do' myfelf 
" juftice !" The truth was, Ihe chofe to 
defer no longer the punifhment of the 
wretch who had offended 5 apprehending 
he might difcover her thoughts, and efcape 
from her vengeance. She therefore, on the 
fixth of November 1657, fent to defire to 
fpeak with father Le Bet, fuperior of the 
convent of the Trinity at Fontainebleau^ 
He publiihed a relation of this affair, from 
which I extradt ivhat follows : ' " Chriftina 
**^ retired with that prelate into the Gallery^ 
** of Stags y where," after requiring fecrecy,. 
** and receiving his oath,, fhe entrufted: 
*^ him with a fealed pacquet of papers^, 
« without any fuperfcription : ** Obferve 
** particularly, faidfhe, the time, the day,, 
« the hour, and place, of my delivering this- 
*• pacquet into your hands. Ypu may 
« depart." 

' *' t)n Saturday the tenth of the fame 

<« month Father Le Bel was fent for again, 

«* and brought with him' the pacquet : a 

• ' ** footman 
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•* footman conduced him into the Gallery 
•* ofStags^ and inftantly (hut the door upon 
** him. He faw the queen in the middle of 
*' the ga^ry, talking apart with the mar-^ ^ 
** quis de Mooaldefchi ; three other perfons 
*' flood at fome diftance. On perceiving 
•* the father, fhe faid, in a pretty loud tone 
•* erf vxMce, *' Return me the pacquet of 
«• papers ?" She took it, examined it fome 
♦* time without fpeaking a word, and al 
♦' laft broke it open ; then unfolding the 
** lcttei:s it contained, fhe faid to die mar- 
•* quis, " Are you acqliainted with thefe 
•* letters ? anfwer me !'' 

" The grand equerry, turning pale, with 
•* a faultering accent, declared hf was not-^ 
** Thefe letters being only copies, and her 
•* majefty c^ferving they were infuiEcient 
*^' evidences of his treafon to bring him to 
•* confeffion, drew from her pocket the 
" originals, in Monaldefchi*s own hand- 
«* writing. He yet endeavoured at evafion, 
** but the proofs became fo clear and com^ 
" pleat, that he fell on his knees and 
« begged for mA-cy. The three perfons 
" now advanced withdrawnfwords, headed 

!* by 
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*' by the matter of the horfe, that very Seit- 
*' tinelli whom the grand equerry had tried 
*' to ruin, Monaldefchi kiffed the queen*s 
*' robe, and, melting into tears> cflayed to 
" move her compaffion. Chriftina looked 
" earneftly upon him, and liftened to his 
*' fupplications with an air of tranquility ; 
" then approaching towards the fuperior, 
*« fhe faid, " Father, fee, and bear witnefs 
*' that I allow this tray tor all the time he 
" requefts, to juftify himfelf, if he can, 
" and more than he has reafon to expert 
" from an injured fovereign/* 

" The marquis returned the queen fome 
** papers and fmall keys that (he demand- 
« ed V Ihe ftill continued the converfation 
" above an hour ; but finding all his ex- 
** cufes unfatisfadory, fhe withdrew, fay- 
*' ing to father Le Bel, as fhe retired, ** I 
" leave this man to you 5 prepare'him for 
" death, and take care of his foul.'* In 
*^ vain they entreated and conjured her to 
" pardon this wretched objeft of her wrath ; 
** fhe remained inflexible. " This tray tor, 
** faid fhe,is agreater criminal thanthofe who 
^< are condemned to the wheel : I have 

•^ coax- 
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** communicated to him my moft impor- 
** tarit affairs, my moft fecret thoughts ! 
" The favours I have beftowed on him, ex- 
*' ceed thofe I Ihould have granted to a 
*^ brother ; I regarded him as fuch! I can- 
** not pardon him; let him die !*• Ta- 
** ther Lfe Bel, having ineffedtually at- 
** tempted to move her by religious mo- 
** tives, reprefented to her the impropriety 
** of doing herfelf juftice in the dominions 
*• of the king of France ; and even in his 
" very palace: that fuch a ftep muft highly 
** offend his majcfty, and would be con- 
*' ftrued by the public an aft of cruelty 
** and injufticc : that if fhe was determined 
"on vengeance, it appeared more con- 
** formable to decency, to deliver the guiltj^^ 
" pcrlbn into the hands of juftice, and t6 
f* fuffer him to be condemned by a lawful 
»• procefs. Chriftina anfwered to theft 
" prcfling remonftrances, that ftie derived 
*' her authority from God, and was ac- 
** countable to him afone for her aftions • 
** that flic was an independent forereign ; 
*' I am not, added ftie, a princefs who fties 
^< for refuge to the court af the king of 

" France ^ 
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" France; I have a monarch's right over 
" my.own fubjecls, and will riot folicit the 
•* courts of judicature to puniih a criminal 
" domcftic when I have demonftra;tions of 
«« his guilt before my ^yc$y written and 
" figned with his own^hand. Go — fulfil 
" your mfhiftry in preparing him for death/* 
" Thedifficulty of the undertaking, andthe 
•* noife fuch an execution would make ia 
^* the palace of a monarch remarkably jea- 
" lous of his privileges, were perhaps ex^ 
.*' citements to the queen to precipitate the 
** fclhtencc of death on her grand equerry,. 
" Father Lc Bel, finding it impoffible to get 
«« away, returned fromChViftina'sapartnnent 
*« to the Gallery $f StagSy to acquaint the 
•< marquis that his fate was determined % 
•* he confeflcd him : when that ceremony 
** was ended, the queen's almoner appearcdr 
^* The con^mn»d marquis ran towards 
^* him, grafping his hands, which he moid- 
M ened with his tears, arid bcfecching him 
** to intercede once more in his favour^ 
" The almoner carried back with him the 
*^ chief of the three peribns. who had the 
^^ charge of the execution* Prefentiy this 
*- «'lalt 
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** laft returned alone, and faid to Mo- ' 
** naldefchi, '' Make your peace with God ^ 
« for you muft die : Have you been con- 
**'feffed?" At the fame time he aimed a 
•' ftroke at his breaft: the marquis, in parry- 
" ing it with his right hand, had three of 
** his fingers cut : a coat of mail he wore 
" defended him a while, but at length 
" they plunged their fwords in his throaty 
«* and he expired, Chriftina teftified fome . 
** regret for having been conftrained to put 
«^ him to death ; " But it was an aft of 
" juftice^ faid (he, to punifli this tray tor for 
" his crime/* She fcnt an hundred franks 
" to the college of the Trinity, ordered 
•-* prayers and a mafs to be folemnized for 
" the unfortunate Monaldcfchi, and had 
"him buried in that church.*^ 

In France this aft of authority appeared 
too cruel and precipitate, particularly when 
confidered as the work of a woman. The 
king did not complain, though he had great ^ , 
canfe. The qucftion at that tunc very' 
ftrongly debated was, whether, having ab- 
dicated the throne of Sweden, and being in 
the dominions and palace of another fove-. 



reign> 
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reigtij fhe had any legitimate right and 
title to take away the life of a criminal do- 
meftic by her own authority. Each fide 
had its defenders and partizans. It is, how- 
>eVer, apparent to urtprejudiced reafon, that 
this arbitrary proceeding was an equal vio- 
lation of the king of France's privileges, 
of the rights of mankind, of juftice, and of 
.humanity. We are ignorant of the circum- 
ftances of Monaldefchi's offence/, fome re- ' 
ports fay he betrayed the adtions and defigns of 
his miftrefs, and held difcourfes injurious to 
her honour ; others go farther, and alledge, 
that Chriftina's inclinations favoured Mo- 
naldefchi, and that he had piqued her jea- 
loufy, and merited her indignation by fa- 
crificing her to another lady, and by writing 
letters .wherein the queen's conduct was un- 
generoufly expofed. 

. Such a fcene of horror, in a court where 
all around breathed gallantry and pleafure, 
was greatly injurious to the- charadcr 
of Chriftina. The king requefted fhc 
would not remove from Fontainebleau, 
and left her to refide there in a kind of ba- 
Eilhbent. Totally defertcd, almoft inftan- 

taneoufly. 
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taneoufly, (he clearly perceived the curiofitjf 
Ihe had excited was fatisfied, and that her 
prefcnce was become importunate : this ob- 
fervation difpofed her for a voyage to Eng- 
land, but ftxe wifhed tp receive an invitation 
from Cromwell To compafs this defign, 
fhe fent over her fecrctary Madalfchi : the 
Proteftor did not feem inclined to an in- 
terview : he dreaded the expence of fuch ^ 
vifit, and dreaded ftUl more expofing his 
conduft to the penetrating eyes of a princefs 
who delighted in ypr^velUng the myft.erics 
of politics. 

Chriftina went to Paris to be prefent at a 
ball, where the king was to dance. She 
was lodged in cardinal Mazarin's apart- 
ment ip ,the Louvre, and conjcflured her 
a|>od.e there would not be long, fmce the 
prime, minifter had removed her from her 
former apartment into one very fmall and 
inconvenient. The diverfions of the carni- 
val, animated by the prefcnce and youth of 
the king, were lively and various : Chrifti- 
na engaged in them with eagernefs. One 
morning (he fent the French academy word 
fhe intended to be prefent at their meeting 

that 
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that evening; accordingly flic went, accom- 
panied by the countcfs de Brcgis, without 
parade, or giving the ufual notice to the 
company to prepare for her reception. 
The academy then met at the houfe of her 
friend the chancellor Seguier, and the 
►qxieen fecretly enquired of him in what 
manner the academicians would appear in 
her prefence ; Whether they would fit or 
ftand ? One of the fociety having been 
,confultcd on this point, faid that Charles 
the IXth came oftbn from Ronfard to hear 
the conferences of the litgratl, and that the 
.company was always feated in his prefence; 
this anfwer decided the queftion. The 
queen having placed herfelf in a chair, the 
members, without waiting for her com- 
mand, feated themfelves at a long table. 
M. de la Chambre, in'the name of the aca- 
demy, of which he was prefidenr, addrefled 
a complimentary oration to her majefty : 
feVeral of the academicians gratified their 
felf-love by producing different pieces of 
their own compofition, in verfe and profe : 
the Abbe Cottin was one of the company, 
.and read a traiiflation, ia verfe, of two paf- 

fages 
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lages from Lucretius, to which he tacked 
twenty very forry lines of his own, to de- 
fend Providence from the attack made 
upon it in the elegant verfes of the Latin 
poet ! 

The academy was then employed in di- 
gefting a didionaryj and dcfirous to fhcw 
the queen fome fpecimens of their work, 
chance prefented this fentence, *« The far- 
*' cafms of princes are only pleafing to thofe 
" who make them/* This princefs was the 
firft to fay fomething diverting on a pro- 
verb where her own refemblance was fa 
very ftriking. 

The queen- mother became anxious for 
Chriftina's fpeedy departure; it was im- 
poffible to defer it longer; (he therefore 
quitted Paris in the beginning of Lent, 
and embarked at Toulon for Italy. Car- 
dinal Mazarin infilled, on her acceptance of 
a confiderable fum of money, and was like- 
wife fo. generous as to order magnificent 
preparations to accommodate her in his pa- 
lace at Rome. The queen, in her fecond 
journey to France, loft a- great Ihare of that 
cftcem and adiniratipn the had acquired in 

the 
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the firft. The French could not pardon the 
cruel murder of Monaldefchi ; they blamed 
the licentioufnefs of her manners and con-» 
verfation, and cenfurcd her levity and in- 
ftability. Though {he commonly {hunncd 
the comf)any of women, yet Ihe could not 
avoid being captivated with the merit of the 
marchionefe de Ganges, the countefs de 
Bregis, and the countefs de la Suze : (he 
contracted a degree of intimacy with the 
latter lady, in whom flie difcovered a fixni* 
larity of underftanding, tafte, and pro- 
penfities to her own. 

The countefs of Suze, daughter of Gaf- 
par de Coligni, marfbal of France, was born 
a proteftant : fhe enibraced the Roman 
Catholic religion, lefsfrom a motive of de- 
votion, than to have a pretence for parting 
from her husband, who was a Proteftant, 
and for whom Ihe had an invincible abhor- 
rence ; which made the queen of Sweden 
fay, " The countefs of Suze became a Ca- 
" tholic that fhe might neither meet her 
** husband in this world nor the nextP* 

Chriftiiia ftopped at Leghorn, where ihe 
was ftill treated with the refpe<5t due to a 

crowned 
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browned head. Whea fhc drew near the 
gates of Rome, a party of the nobility came 
out to meet her, and attended her to the 
Mazarine palace, forming a brilliant train of 
equipages : but they did not behold with 
unconcern the preference Ihe gave to the 
prime minifter of France's houfe. The 
Italians and Spaniards, whofe political prin- 
ciples are full of jealoufy and diftrufl:, fuf. 
p^ded, from this flight appearance, that 
the queen had entered into fecret mea- 
fu res prejudicial to' their Ititerefts; and a 
rumour was propagated by her enemies, 
of her having joined in a confptracy with 
France and England againft the kingdom 
oFNapIes and the.fecclefiafticalScate. Thefe 
ridiculous and ill-gro'ur^dedimputatidnsdif- 
credited her majefty for forhe time : all her 
fteps were obferved, .and the Pope feveral 
times rtfuled the pertiiiffion flie requcfted 
for fome French gentletnen to fee the cattle 
of Sr. Angela Malevolent fpirits idly, 
amufed themfelves in fecret, with writing 
and publilhing malicious fatlres'and paf- 
quinadcs againft the queen j * Chriftina, by 
cppofi^g nothing but* contempt to thefe 
K arrows 
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arrows of calumny,. fufficiently^blMnted 
thfir force and efFcft. She l)Cg;;fl to be 
linfible^ that in order to srppe^ rppre ref- '. 
peftable to tHe people, efpeqially the com- ^ 
monalty, fpleriddr muft b^ added to. rank* 
'^ Pomp and pageantry compofp the. titl^- , 
** page of royahy/* She therefore rcafr . 
fumed the red nue of a queen, fcle^ting 
perfons of the firft quality to be bet gq^,-. . 
tiemen and pages; but un^ppil)r. htr,, 
funds foori became exhaufted in fopport- ^ 
ing the dignity of a brilliant court, , , . 
Sweden was then at war with Poland, 
Denmark, and Brandenburgh. Thc.Ifn-. 
pcrialifts and Bavarians were inppfleffipj?, of ^ 
great part of Pomerania, 'whic^ had been . 
afligned to the queen as her principal reve- 
nue •, confequently all her remittances were 
flopped ; and ihe was reduced ^io bojrow ^ 
money upon notes, and to pkdjgc her fur- . 
niture. In this extremity, cbiintSeatinelli 
was difpatch^d to X^ienna to complain of 
the conduft of Charles Guftav\3s, king of 
Sweden, for cxp^ending in the war her pen- 
fion of 200,000 crowns, and fuffcring her 
'to' be'ih . want' of, ncceffacies. At the . 
^" ^ "■ ' ' fame 
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fame time fhcx recommended to the em- 
peror to (end an army of twenty .thoufand 
men under the command of general M!ontp-, 
cuculi, which (he Hoped would jnfure the* 
cbinq'ueft of PomersTnia, where Ihe.hada 
great number of friends ; and conferited to 
yield that province to the emperor after her ' 
deccafe, on condition he paid hef the whol^ 
revenues of it during her life. The cpurt' 
of Vienna received this pfoporition . with, 
ghcat avidity, as it might hereafter give 
the enDperor an apparent claim to Pomera- 
nia. The negotiation was carried on at 
Rome by his refident j but the qReen of ' 
Sweden's refcntraent foon g^ ye W^ tcf rfiore !' 
patriotic fentimeht?,' and rfie 'bt^IeT^ h^t " 
envoy to break off the treaty: ' ' - "[' 
,The Pope, however, granted Her a confl- 
derable ponfionv and appointed cardinal Az- . 
zolinl fupcrintendant of her hou(ho4d/ la 
Aizolini were unkeda graceful perfonatid ' 
a happy phyfioghomy^, with ia delicate turn ^ 
of. wit, achara£fer (upple and infihiJUtin]^ ' 
ar>d powerful talents for iritriguc'or^bufi- 
nefs/ Hisknowledge was^xtcnfivein many 
parts of eruditiort ^ be • foved the arts, and - 
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he loycd pleafure. With thefe atcom- 
pltfhments he gamed the confidence and 
cftieem of Chriftina ; for by appearing to 
fall in with her tafte, and to applaud her 
huinours,' .h- ^ncireJ^ governed her.. This 
cardinal reftored order .and regularity into 
her finances, and poffeffcd the art of re- 
conciling oeoonomy. and inagnific;ence. 
€hrifl:ina, difembanafled from the care of 
her affairs, returned to Tier former .ftudies 5 
Ihe ft ill had ^n academy in her palace^ and 
fhe penetrated deeply herftlf inxa. all ihe 
fciences. Chcmiftry was one, of her chief 
occupations, and hcrpaflion for i;/>/^ made 
her inccflantin colledting medals, intagfios, 
antique and modern ftatucs, and paintings 
of the gteateft maftcrs. 

Count Sentinelli, her xnafter of the horfc, 
the very man employed in affaflinating Mo- 
naldefchi, afpired to the hand of the dutch- 
cfs of Ccrii one of the moft noble and 
ireaithy heirefles ofItaly> Chriftina^ who 
wilhed the fucqefs. of Sen^inellii- exerted her. 
erfbrts tojcompleat the marriage, frequent- 
ly difplaying in little domeftic intrigues that 
genius for ftatqaffairs >yitih whkhJhcwa* en- 

. .• * - :i dowed 
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dowed by nature and education^ButthePopc's 
difapprobacion of an alliance where the in- 
equality was fo evidently ftriking, engaged 
himtointerpofe ; he pcrftiaded the dutch- 
cfs to retire into a convent, and obliged' 
Sentinelli to leave Rome. The queen, as 
fomci confolation to he r favourite, made 
him colonel of a' regiment whiclr (he had 
raifed for the fervice of the ftate of Venice* 
: The world could not believe it probable 
for this ijluftrious heroine to remain long 
inaSrve ;. it always fuppofed her farming 
fomegrandpoUtical project. Theltalians and 
Spaniards watched her narrovvly, atid'were 
ofteo perfuaded that they faw their apprehen- 
fions realized : they Icruplcd not to affirm 
ike was totally in the French intereft, and 
ecnployed the money of the oourt of Rome 
in rajfing troops againft the kingdom of 
Naples, The Pope himfelf was not inat- 
tentive to .thefe. reports V he pkcfed ifpie| 
about this princefs, and in a manner impri- 
foned her in her palace. The principal 
caufelof this diftrtift was her obftinate per- 
feverancc in remaining in cardinal Ma^a- 
-rine*s palace, j and, what exafperated heK 
K 3 . / enemies 
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enemies ftilj mane, ter difcbarging all her 
Iralijin doipeftiefr^ to make room 4m fo- 
r^i^ners. Ifet it ^s fo much the mWeft 
of Chriftina to avoid giving too great of- 
fence tp her benefaaor the fovereign pon- 
tiff,. that Ihe was fooo induced to reform the 
cxc^ptiQi>able.part of her conduft, and. to 
l)eh4,ve tv«h greater iflHod^ation.. She dc- 
cjined any farther correfpoodencc wdch the 
French^ and retired into a convent itx)n- 
vincing the world* for a time,, thac ft»e 
had thoughts of a monaftic Ji&.. At 4ll 
public proqe^ns (btt w» pticfem/aiid 
never negle^:ed reaiving- the ?lioly rft- 
therms benedi&iofi. Sudh external figi^ 
of ctevotion ^nd ftkbwiSion foixtd eAVy 
to be fiijentt and reftored to her the <S0fi6- 
dence and efteem of the ilt;^anis and S^- 
Biards; who gave tier, now^ as lar^^ poi^ 
tion of incenfe and applaufe, as they did 
formerly of cenfure and abufe. In fome 
of the .(bbnets dedicated to her praife, they 
adorned her with the vivacity of the 
French, the wit of the Italians, the intre- 
pidity of the Swedes, and the couriefey of 
the Romans. 

1659. 
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1659. Whilft Chriftina was :i fubjeft of 
the pope, atRomCj cbnfultifig his pteaftfrl, . 
aed conforming her behivgjlif to'h'tS'.%itI^ 
an adventurer at Norkoping ufurped* the 
name and rank of queen of Sweden. ' Btic 
this impofition was of Ihbrt duration ; the 
falfc Chriftina was put under arreft, aiid 
proved to be one Andr£ Gyiclener,^^'abcmt 
twenty-fix, the daughter of a capciaiiti of 
horfe. She played her pare with fo mudh 
fpirit and dignity, as to deceive, fpribme- 
.time, feveral perrons of confideratlon, as 
well tathc moititude. She.afjedged to 
Kfcr defence^ thathcr onfy vlc«r in tbh tle- 
ceptioo was her own amulecnent, wbith 
Ihe thought flic might profecuie very In- 
nocently. As, in reality^ there was no- 
thing in her adions tending cowards a plot, 
or dangerous to the ftate> there wfts oofur- 
ther punifhment' inflicted than banilhiiig 
her the kingdom. 

Chancellor Qxenftcirn*s prcdidlion: ;was 
now accomplifhed. Regret and repentance 
purfued Chriftina in her retreat.- She felt, 
but too late, that the untnterrupted ^njoji- 
ment of the arts and fcienccs was.Tidelitfive 
K 4 and 
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and imaginary fchcme of happinefs, in- 
capable of fecompcnfing the lofs of a. 
cfpwn,, An effort of difinwrtfted gcnero- 
fitf had indeed, for a xnomcnt, furraoan:;- 
ed, ambition y but it foon revived again, 
with redoubled ardour to prey on a heartC 
whkh was entirely its viftim [ Such. i$> 
thefacrifice of a tbrooe ! rarely finccr^ or 
rompleat ! The monarch, in a ftateof hur 
miliation, ever prefervcs. his pride and fen- 
iibility, thofe companions of grqatnefs : in* 
confiderabJe misfojtunes moft feverely aiFc<5l 
hjs peace ; and he difco.vers ftiJl more avi:. 
dity for thofe honours, and that homage, ini- 
feparable from the royal dignity, he once 
poffeffed, Thefe were Chriftina's fentir 
ments, which, in fpite of her philofophical . 
difdain, could not be concealed.. It is true, 
that every circumftancc of earthly grandeur 
concurred in recalling to remembrance this 
important facrifice. What an appearance I 
to behold the daughter of Guftavus degrad- 
ed to the rank of a fimple Roman citizen,^, 
fubfifting on the pope's bounty ; forgotten 
by that country which (he had goVerned 
With fo much glory 5 neglefted by thajt 

- princ<i 
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prince on whom (he htid'beftowed a throne ; 
reduced to rcqucft, to fubthir, and i?ven 
expofed to a rdii(al of her juft rights. The 
privileges and immunities of her palace, too, 
were difpatcd 5 her anions reftrffl'ned ; her 
condoa blamed ; and her life rendered mi- 
ferable by every polfible means. She im- 
plored the pope's aflSftance, but obtained 
no redrefs. 

ChriftinaV principal occupation was fo- 
lidting the payment of her revenue ; to ef- 
feft thisi flie fen t her fecretary William Da- 
vtfon, a Swede, to the king, with letters of 
credence to give authenticity to his mif-' 
fion : but this ambafiador having followed 
the exsrmple of his fovereignin becoming a 
catholic, Charles Guftavus refufcd to fee 
him, or grant any of his demands, unlefs he ' 
atgurcd his' new religion. In this exigence - 
Ohriftina wrote to her minifter % " I think ' 
" you fo little calculated for a martyr, 
'•that i will not advifc you to expofe 
**- youtfelf to the danger of committing a ' 
*^ dilhonourable adion in order to fave your 
•* life. Honour and life are two thing$ • 
*• which, in my opinion, merit our atten- 
•«^ cion.^ — r-Never Ic? the king of Sweden's . 
K 5 ;^ menaces 
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" but return fjpc? f^P the gqiU of ^Ufe 
*Vor tiffiid aaiw, l?«n|g jw >m«fp«iati|e 
" attdlatipus tha^yoy. baye lived a tx«Q 
** t;atholi<?, and if I (hould.^iij^r be- r^ 
•* diKK^d to a nyvfcl of bread, J[ wjjl divide 
•«J|t with 7911,; 1 will die ratJ^cf ,ihan ^0^ 
*f #.ftwyP" •>. '^^y if cither the fear of fm- 
" xjjflimeatt Qr hope of reward, hay§ p^wei* 
*f tororrupi; your fideHiy, or deter you from 
"your di^ty, b? allured I will p^th this 
" affront to ^irtue ^ and that. all the povner 
** of the king, of Svyedcn will bp ipftiffici^nt, 
** to prevent niy juR- revenge^ l^ovld vjfiW 
** fly iato.his arn^s for (belter !'* 

Davifon accordingly j?etwi^ed,to-Rwi¥t^ 
implicitly obeying tbe^queep^ tt^.Pgb'Ofoligr 
ed to defert her intcreft. She v?ai?^ed t»»per- 
Itade the world, and particularly S\lreden, 
that her religious conduct was uninfluenced 
by incoqftancy or levity; ; ^ 

Thedeafh of Charles GuftavM kiijg of 
Sweden left the fl:rengthof tbafkingdpn^rex- 
haufted by fuccelfive, tbo* vi£toriou.s> w?f^, 
and the heir to the crown a minor. Chrif- 
lina wrote to duke. John Adolphus, the 
yQung aionarch'sundq and preceptor, re- 
. 2 V ! comnicnding 
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totnmendihg an ihdtfatigabk attention' to 
his iduc?ati6ri. SKe cpnrlplained oftlie un- 
juft forgetfulnefs oT'dSligations in the kte 
Ring, and renewed' her applitatJbhs to the 
prefcnt noc to negleft* her mterdl : at the 
fame time' informing" him ojf' hef intention 
to vifit Sweden again,; khd' regulate her af** 
fairs with'the council of regency. 'Kbrwas 
flie dilatory irf'fhe exe.cutioA- o( this defign i. 
fier fikirigle^eofthe popei (he began heir 
journey, with a fniall train of attendants, on 
the 2bthofJiity. /CardinaVAz!S9]ini difr 
miffed j)art of her officers of ftate; and fcfr 
fcned her hqurnold. ^ fold hcr^quipages,' 
and much of hef yaluable;furniture,tbacq^9lc 
her engagemen fi. the .^uecn travelled with 
great expedijion^ ^'f^r^^^gh ;Nuremburg^, 
reftingarriamburgh, where .the trpops of 
the city and principal citizens rcnderedhcr 
royal honours. ' \ 

The queen's arrival, cfpecially during a 
minority, was dreaded in Sweden 5 thprji 
might be room for apprchenfions,pf hef 
forming a defign to rcafcend the, throne,' 
ftiould the young king happen tQ:die 5 ot^ 
that her" partizans might encourage an ^tj 
tempttorefurhe the government, even fa 
K 6 his 
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his lifetime. Her negotiations, however*, 
were fucceCsful in prevailing widi many of 
the principal Swedes to cjifpofe the fcnate 
and ftates to give her a favourable recep- 
tion, in'defiance of the apparent oppofition^^ 
in thofe who were at the head of affairs^ 
Leaving Hamburgh, and pafling through 
Holftein, (he came to the ifle of Funen* 
Accompanied by M. Terlon, the French 
imbaflador. When the king of Denmark 
was acquainted with Chriftina's arrival in his 
dominions, he fent hi^ grand-ireafurer to 
meet and invite her to Copenhagen., The 
toyal family, atended by the court, received 
her without the city in a very fplendid man- 
ner. She afterwards embarked in a galley 
for Scania,^ and flopped at Helmftadt, 
where marflial Linde came to compliment 
iier in the name of the king of Sweden, his 
mother, the, queen regent, and the fcnatei 
The marlhal, purfuant to his particular in* 
ftruftions, endeavoured to prevail with hcc 
toot to advance farther into the kingdom ; 
but h^r majeft]^, difrcgarding his ad- 
v\i^^ aQiauoufly purfueji her jqyrney to 
StbcKaclhi : there (he .was. met. by the fe- 
«at'ors and couhqil of regency, with the . ci- 

yzens 
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tiseas^ and the military forces uade^-a^ins « 
in regular array ; the report of cannon,^ and 
the found of warlike inftruments, were min- 
gled with the acclamations of the people^ . 
on her entrance imo the capital. . His mar - 
jcfty and the qqecn-mather conduced * 
Chriftina to her former royal apartment*. 
SiiQ injqdicioufly crcdled. aa altar, and had 
mafs celebrated in aiiall of che.caftic every 
day.: the Proteftant clergy condemned her- 
behaviour, smd declaimed againd chq rcan^ 
datof it frofn^ che pulpit* The ^fFedion of 
the Sweden infenfibly cooled j tl>ey even 
conceived an averfiori for this profelyte tp 
the Catholic faith : in abandoning her ce- • 
ligion, (he irreparably, injured her intereft 
and pretentions. Every perfon who quits 
the eftablifhed church of Sweden, forfeits 
Ilia eftate and privileges v according to alavv 
which the fenate recalled to her majefty'a 
remembrance: they, removed the altar foif 
the celebration of mafsj and the ftate^ 
likewife infiftcd on a difqiifTioa of the, 
priefts and. Italians in her traiij^ Thefc 
rights and revenues rcfervc4' by Chriftioa 
at her abdication, were confirmed and.re-^ 
ncwed, only, under the title of favour, and 
^ voluntary 
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vdhjntaTy coficdndrt' of the fenat'e and the 
federal ordert xtf the. kingdom; as an ac- 
know1e<3^ctncnf for thofe fervkes veliich her 
" anctftors, and the queen herPelf, had ren- 
dered to the nation. They exafted, be- 
fidcs, a frelh renunciation of the fcro*n, 
Virhtth fte confented to, not feeing' any op- 
poftanHy of giving confcqaence to herpre- 
teBfionsj and retired to Norkopin^ to 
wait iliere the total decifion of her affairs. 
In this city (he chofe to give farther proofs 
of her zeal for the tatholic faith, by hear- 
ingmafsdoriftantly, an4tonfeffing andcom- 
municatingat E^fter. The fenate of Swe- 
. deo again obliged her to ^cm from thefe 
afts of devotion, and the queen faw herfelt 
under the neceffity of obeying the orders of 
an affembly to which fhe had once given 
law f If her converfion was fincere, the fa- 
crifices fhe made to religion were worthy 
of their objedti bqt if levity or policy was 
the fprirtg chat regulated her cohduft, this 
princeft Was "cqU'ally'' guilty and unfortu- 
naW. Tiie bifKbj) of 'Abo reprefents her 
under the latter* ap'pearance ; he wrote, 
an5 publilhed tb the ^rld, thVt he had 
feen the daughter of'tSuftaivus give indubi- 
I •■ table 
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table profoft of re{)erttflig her cte^nge^of. it* 
ifgson)- that, ihe J^oarcd ^orth figtrs,^ afed 
flied tears! Difcourft«-K*:e WMe' fttiRhly 
oflFcndcd the queen ; (hfe Teated they hiighlE 
aWaken fufpicions ki the court- of Rame,^ 
aod injure,, ia the htgh(<ft degree, the fH^ 
tare cepofc and-happitteftbf her Hfe. She? 
wrote the king av menacing letter againft' 
this imprudent prelate, demandrng imme-' 
diate fatisfaftion, proportionate to the hei- 
aoufnc&lof the affront ; proteftinglhc would 
exccutc.bcr jcmn vengeance, if thisinfolcncc 
wasfuffered with irripunity. Chriftina re- 
ceived afluranccs of fuch redrefs as was 
confident with the laws of the country; 
buf thcfe laws left the affair undecided, and 
tie , isici:ufed perfon was afterlvards pro^ 
iHQtqd to: the bilhoprick of* Linkoping. 

i66i. At the ternirnacion of the diet,' 
the funeral of the late king was folemnized 
\yith the greateft magnificence, Chriftina 
attended |he proceflion at the fide of prince* 
John Ajdplphus ; but &e wtnt out of the' 
church wid^ her attendants when the Pro-* 
tcftartt minifter began to preach the foneral 
fermon. Soon after, taking leave of the 
" ,. ,. :. ^ . king 
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ki^g and tbt queen-motber, (he kt mt 
ftom 'Scockbolm wUb the (fame, boM^s 
fhe had received at her enerahcje, pafllog the 
'winter at Norkoping, a city appertaining to 
her jurifdiftion. In order for the duedek^ 
bration of mafs in l)cf cattle^ fhe i had .Ire* 
tained the French aitibaflador's aimoner,' . 
who faid it puWrckly. . This was a frefli 
difturbance to the courts the frttale^ and^ 
clergy, who again forbad her the exercifeof 
her religion. On thefe repeated proIiibitioQS' 
the qqccn wrote to the fenator BSat, go-* 
vernor-general of her donjains, '**Thepro-' 
*' ckedings of the court of Sweden a{tonifli» 
" me I Well aflTured that Ihave merited' 
« civillcr treatment, I make this laft eflPorr' 
Vto foften the difpofition of my inveterate* 

*• enemies If the minifters of foreigH* 

*♦ princc3 did not enjoy this very privilege, 
*•• I (hpuld not complain ; -but to-be treat-' 
*^ed with greater indignity than the mbfl: 
*'" infignificant envoys is a rebellion againft 
**reafon,/as it wounds the rights of man- 
** kind, and is. repugnant to all laws divine ' 

"and human In the name of God, d6 

** not fufFcr my country to become an abo** 

^ minatioQ 
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^^ mination to the earth, by the guilt of fo;. 
*' ibamcful so adion ! ajnd preyen*; an ,iq-w 
^ ftance oi^fuch unewmpleddifrerpc;.^ fcOr.al 
** pripq#r$ who. never defervedit — r-Si^se^ 
*• to profcfs the fanis faith with people Qn-. 
** the other fide the mountain, is an objec-^ 
" tion fufficient to dcftroy all hope of.fuc- 
-*« ceflion in Sweden, what could I do mpre- 
** tofatisfy the ftates than give them aeon*- 
'* firmation of relinquilhing all future pre* 
** tenfions to the crown T Endeavour tod if- 
** pofe my affairs. in a manner that may al- 
*' low me to depart with all poflible expe- 
" dicion^ when they ar^ fettled^ I will not re- 
"main a moment longer in this place,"- 
Complaints and reprefentatioas like thcfe 
produced the dcfired efFeft, and the con- 
dudl of the regency became more gentle 
and moderate. Chriftina exprefledherfatis- 
fadion: (he left Sweden in May 1661^^ 
and returned' to Hamburgh, where (he 
remained near, a twelvemonth. Ic was 
durihg thi3 interim that Ihe beg^n a ne*' 
gotiation with feveral courts of Europe 
to procure the Roman Catholics a. free 
eXcrcifjs of thek religion in the. Protftt-^ 

tanti 
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tant countries of Germany^ and more 
cfpeciaily at Hamburgh, and m the king- 
dom of Denmark. On this fiibjed Ihe ad- 
drcffed the emperor, the kings oF France 
and Spain, and the Pope. Thefe potentates 
did not lend a favourable ear to Chriftina's 
defires ; unwilling to appear intermeddling 
in the adminiftration of foreign ftates, and 
fearing, with reafon, that thic Proteftants 
/would demand in return liberty of con- 
icience, and the right of publickly profef- 
Ting their belief in Catholic couQtries. The 
queen, illiupported in this preyeft^ fi>und 
obftacles and difficulties every- where^ wfaiA 
cooled her zeal, and induced her %o makt 
her particular inierefti more the objects of 
her confideratk>n. Accordingly (he applied 
her yff\iolc care to domeftic regiilations^ 
and the fccurity of her rcvtenucs : &€ fet* 
'tied a plan with Texcira, her banker, for 
receiving her income with punAuality j but 
the misfortunes of war, of which, part of 
her territories had been the feat, caufed an 
unavoidable diminution in lier revenues. 
The queen went fometimes to Bremen and 
Verden, cities appertaining to the Swedes, 

where 
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where (he- was treated with the honours 
of fovereignty..' The afchymift Borri, a 
man infautat^d with the fcirch of tlie 
philofopher's ftoae, was then at Ham- 
burgh. He had the art to perfuade this 
princefs, always eager in purfuit of know- 
ledge -and new difcoverres, to venture a. 
confijderable fum of money for' the profe- 
cutioi) cf this > marvellous work! The 
cunning knave enriched himfelf by the 
credulity of the dupes he mad^, of whom 
Chriftina and hii Dahiih majefty * were 
the griateft- ^nthufiafts. Somebody cafUs 
ftlcbymy *< A j^caftircfof priftces j*^ and 
if^ed ft ntiiflierous li-ft may be pi:oduced ojf 
monaFchs who^ have buried much time and 
we^Ub iH' this #rmdds purfuit; But if th|? 
^diymOs'iT^wt ahvays beetr deceived in 
th»'))bj^i3: of^ their- tufidBty, it friuft ibe'ac- 
knowlifd^gcd we 'arc indebted to them for 
many-1HieVcftmgdift?^enfes which they did 
tiot feek, and for advantements in chy miftry 
which they did not underftand.' Thus it 
has frequently happened, that the firft ftep 
in the fciences has been made by igno- 
rance. 

1662. 
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1662. The queen jntereffed herfelf 
extremely in the misfortunes of count 
tJlfeltlt: that "refllcfs, ambitious lord 
firft offended the king of Denmark** 
whofe- fubjeft he was j and^ afterwards 
the king of Sweden,., who afforded hinr 
an afylum in his kingsjora^v *^ I wiU 
^ nocencreafe your chagrin, fays this'prin- 
*' ceft in a letter to him, by dblefiil lamen-^ 
" tations, . which, to me, apjpear unworthy 
" of your character ;., I am convinced nei- 
" ther imprifpntpent nor de^th, have ariy» 
** thingj'in rheobfo terr^ble^j. bptconfoktionir 
^* may be f^Dupd in one'i own- breaft'tft 
" blunt the point.of thsir dares i.a'ad I be-* 
** IFev'e, whin a heart/is formed like yours,^ 
•* free from the ftain of guilt, . it 7 ir almolfc 
** impoflible for it to. be unhapf<y. My- 
** only reafoa for. writing is,; tp givje' yo\>f 
" the ftrongeft affurancc that Fxirtune^ in*^ 
** depriving you of liberty, can ^lever rob- 
^* you of my friendfhip and efteem.-* Thcr 
queen, when fhe fat o^ tb^ throne oi 
Sweden, had openly granted himher pro^* 
ttflion, and now. cri^ej^voured to fupport* 
^ ' ' • liira* 
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hhn by her recommendation : yet hiftory 
pofitivcly accufcs Ulfeldt of having con- 
Ipired the deftrudliwi of the ' ftate, ^nd 
that, of a king who loaded him with 
honours and benefadtions. After -flying 
for refuge into Sweden, he was fiifpcfltcd of 
a dcfign to bctriy Malmoc to the Danes: \ 
Charles Guftavus, who had made Him hi< 
primc-minifter, put him under confine-, 
menti he deceived the vigiJarice of hi«' 
guards, and made ^hts efcape to Copen- 
hagen, where be recovered his former fa- 
vour 3 ,buc falling into new intrigues, lie 
was iprpfcribed apd condemned to death. 
Ulfeldt bad recourfe to flight, end be* 
came a wanderer, with his family 5 travd- 
lihg vmder the chara6ter of ' tutor to the 
yoiing lords his fons : but at laft, he pe- 
rilhed through cold and hunger^ and wa^ 
buried at the foot of a tree. The queen 
extended her friendfti-p ^o the widow and* 
children of tiik^ Panilh noble, and allowed 
thcmia penfion/Iihiringhcr refidehcc in pro- 
teftant ftates', Chridi^na endeavoured to gain 
converts; S Be Engaged the learhed fecer 
Lambeciiis, prolcflfor at Hamburgh, to 

follow 
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follow her to Romtr. the difficulties ofiprc-* 
vailiug on bini to quit his country and re- 
ligion Wore ,tbc mprc cafily for mounted, as ' 
h^, had ^ fv^m f>f[cncv^csAnct{fmt\f per-- 
fecmmghiiiH andancjW, ^rofe^. covetowit' 
\idfe, who p^cndcrcd hlsli&i infupportable.' 
LambcciUs.'^ ,, abjuration proved^ .adVah- 
tagfous to his I fortune, for the jenojleror 
icnt for jiipi to Yicnna, and appointed hiih'^' 
hiSiChief libfprian^ ,. . .. « . -; :: 

Tbp queen, retained ope Galdenblad ot- 
her, cburt^.whojfe principal commiffion was-, 
to convejt, e'uher by.arguments or bribes, 
fuqh Swc^ifh- Lmheraas^ a& curiofity brought 
to Rorp^- This Qaldrablad^^ad^eiifent 
in t^i5rypuih;by Cbriftina, with fey^/al.morc 
yQPpg pejrfqos, -. to the Jefuit% OoUegev.^iid 
had ,b.een educated.! in tbe>Ro^aiv-,c^tholie 
tene ts4 Many _ o^ ihqfc cony erfipw. ^ighti i 
be finc^r^i ^biit. as- mjiny> qciiuiQly. wcrfe Ae ' 
effed p(^iat/erftftcd:ivitW«/:/:- i. : . .^ /- 

Galdejal^lad wa^iajwjifjjsj^f^spljjingfitertio-^! ^ 
ney to n^akj^frc^lyt^rf^^ 
obliged the queen co apfyi^eiV'-" It is not 
*' good-wUl. tb^t fails me, bur '4poaey j if.. 
** God g^Y^ ^qac^-l viil:gjy^tQ«bertf^? 

Moe 
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More tranquil in regard to her affeirs, (he . 
again profccutcd her fludies^ Her palace 
at,Rqaie becamean academy and the rendez-* 
vous of rDefiH)f genius^ bjut«notwithftand- 
ing the prevaleij^e . of this taftc for iit^rat- 
ture, the queen ftill perfevcred in employ- 
ing her mediation for foreign dates. She. 
deputed -count Galeaz2;o Gualdo to folicit 
fuccpurs at the diiffcrcnt courts of Europe 
for the rjepublic of Venice, then at war 
with the Twrk?.. This ambaflador of a 
qu^en wijthopt a crown, or withput power, 
gained little confideration. Even the re- 
public of Venice feemed to difcountenanci? 
his proceedings, not caring to give him cfe- . 
dcintial letters/; fp that it w^$ £aid wi^h^rea- 
fon of Chri/tioai f' That a quetjn without a 
•* kingdom wa3; like a divinity without a 
*jttmple, to whott^ msink^JMi >wquW fpon 
*« ceafe to qffpjr adoratio^ an^i facrifice*** 
Chnftina, reduced to. t)ic oppty <nan|p of 
fover^ign, \ifcOijld yet interfere in acepnjrnor 
dating a difference between;. tjircpujjt, of 
France and that, of Rome* TJic occafi^ 
x>f the difagreement was a quarrel amongft 
the fervaats of the duke of Cff^^i^ ^bsLffsh 

idor 
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dor from Louis XIV, and the Corficans who 
coropofcd the pope's guard. Thefe fol* 
diers invcfted the duke*s palac^, infulted, 
his perfon; and carried their inTolcnce io 
fari that in the public' ftrccts they Jfited fe- 
veral mulkets at the coadh which the 
dutchefs his wife was in. For this infult 
fatisfaftion was demanded hy the duke of 
Crequi ; and as he could not obtain any 
adequate to the offence, LoiiisXiV. recal- 
led him, entered the principality of Avfg- 
non, and marched his troops towards 
Rome. 

'166'^. The fovereign pontiff Was alarm- 
ed"; Chriftina wrote to the kihgv and fent a 
plenipotentiary to his miniftcr *, but that 
young monarch, fcnfiblc of the Qighteft' 
affront to "tiis honour and dignity, appear- 
ed but little diipofcd to liflen to her re- 
monftranees, and cxprelTcd his difipproba-. 
tion of the carefdl counfel (he. gave him in' , 
this affair : the queen apprehended, that as 
het condufk was become fulpicious to the 
court of Franee, the king might complain. ' 
of -it in Sweden, and occaGon the fequcfl ra- 
tion of her revenues. Alarmed with this 
'-•'' imaginary 
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5miginafy terror, wUich ivas encrcafed b/ 
popuUr rumours, flie wrote to the governor- 
geaeral t>f her domains in the following man- • 
net : ^* 1 cannot believe that either the king, 
•* or the regency of Sweden will allow the 
•^-king of France to aflumc to himfelf any 
"pretcnfions of power over tne, as if 1 
**^ were a dependant on that crown ; a cir- 
** cutnftance incompatible with my birth 
*« and regal quality ; fmce, in thofe refpeftis, 
" I an^ tlhe equal of all the monarchs upon ♦ 
^* earth r'nor do' I acknowledge afuperior 
** but GoH alone.*' It is obfervable that,' 
after her abdication, the queen was tena- 
cious of her rights on every inconfider- 
able occafion -, and far more anxious to 
fopporr the prerogatives' of royalty than 
when feated on the throne of Sweden; '' 
' About this tithe his holinefs declaredhis 
intention of making a'' vifit to the queen of 
Sweden at her palace. On receiving no- 
tice of k from the cardinal who preceded * 
him fli^. faid, * Unde toe 'miM^ quod Dmi^^^ 
fius meus \mat ad msf honfum digna quod^ 
intra fub teSiam meum. Her apartment 

• St» Luke's Oofpel, chap.l, ver. 4]. 

. • L * wai 
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was adorned with a magnificeot canopy ^ 

the reception of the fqvereign poa^iBf j^thcj 

queen advanced to meet him, bending, qw 

knee to the ground to receive his beocdic-" 

tion ; (he then led him to hi^ feat, walking. 

oh tlie left hand : their converfation lailed 

an hour and half, turning principally Ufjoa* 

the Corfican affair. The pope then took a 

view of the piftures and fplendid curiofi- 

tie$ that ornamented the queen's palace^. 

and returned to the Vatican. ChriJlin^'s 

mediation proving unfucccfsful, ,the, ^ope, 

was at laft obliged to appeafc: the French 

monarch by fubraitting to the condi-' 

tions prefcribed. Accordingly he. font bis 

nephew cardinal Flavio Chigi, and cardinal 

Lorenzo Imperially the governor of Rome, 

to make. apologies in the nam/: p£ his holi-, 

nefe 5 the Corfican guards were baoilbed ; 

aiid the king farther exadled, that a pillar. 

Ihould be crcded at Rome, with an infcrip- 

tion, teftifying the infult committed on the 

rights of men in the perform of the king oi 

France's ambaflador, and the public fati3r- 

fadion infilled upon by i^ouis XIV. Pofla- 

bly Chriftina was not forry her negotiation 

prgved inefFeduali or^ that the pope was 

humblcd« 
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hutnWed. She had caufe to complain of 
die arrogant and treachet-ous difpofition of 
Alexander VI U who, on his parf, had been 
tttortified in finding Chriftina's influence 
fiiperiorto hi^own, and in being rtdu^ed^fc* 
drctttnflancps that obliged him to' thartt;? 
her for her fervices, and the^lttceYs;M 
#r6te ill his favaur. ^ : > 

1684. Chiftina was in a fituation Tittle 
Agreeable to her temper. She was fenfiM^ 
to a variety of difquieting rcfleAidns tfiaf 
agitated her mind inceflanclyV Love of "hfet' 
country, anxiety about her fortune, ttte^'de- 
fircf, perhaps, to refume the throne fiie^M^ 
«Ggnred, and, more than all' thefe/crdn fede- 
rations,' that averfion ftie Had conceived Yo'^ 
the Roman pontiff, a fufpicious, peevijh, -of^ 
man, awakened in her a with to retlif» id 
Sweden. For its accompliftiment, ftic de- 
|H3ted Adami, her mafter of the hbrfevia'n^- 
gotiate her return, and t6 obtain free exer- 
cifeofthc Catholic religion not oJbty 'foV^ 
ficrfelf but her retinue. The' regency fav/ 
^ith apprehenfion thefe frequent prii'cfpi- 
tate journeys of the daughter of Guliavus,' 
who had governed the nation wh:h fo mucit 
L 2 wifdom 
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Avifdom and reputarion, that all good citi- 
zens muft revere the remembrance of her 
reign. The young king was of a delicate 
cdnftitution, and Chrlftina mighr, not im- 
pobably, be fufpeftedbf fchemesof ambi* 
tibn. The Swedifti miniftry did not, there-, 
jfpre, omit taking advantage of this, prin- 
ceis's change of religion to embitter the 
<piads^,of.the fcnateandthe people , againft 
lier. They infmuated that the example and 
advice of this apoftatc queen might work 
an alteration in the religious principles- of 
their monarch, whole pliant age was fufcep- 
tible to every impreffion. They induftri- 
ouliy fpread a report, likewife, that Chrif- 
tina would appear in the character of .a Po- 
f>\(h miffionary, and.endeavour by the arts 
of perfuafiop, or the feduaion, of prefciits 
and'^promiics,' to introduce the Roman- 
catholic wQrfhip into Sweden. By fuch 
arti'ficts they difcouraged her intended 
return; and, in order to fhock the na- 
tural freedom and independence of her 
charafter, they limited her future refidencc 
to the hardeft conditions they could pre- 
icribei the fcnate prohibiting both the 

.admiiuon 
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admiflion of Italian priefts, and the public 
excrcife of her religion according* to the 
Koman ritual. 

1665. While Chriftina warted in Rome 
for the fuccefs of this application, fhe de- 
voted herfeU' with her accuftomed ardour 
to the ftudy of the fcicnces, to her tafte for 
the fine arts, and the converfation of men 
of literary fame. She ordered • a medal to 
be ftruck with the word Makelos infcribcd 
in Creek charalftcrs, over a Phoenix cxi 
(ejided on its funeral ^i^ile. She gave this 
word to all the learned antiquarians to ex- 
plain, who compofed a number of profound 
diflertations upon the fubjeft, every one 
hazarding his own explication, an'd fup- 
porting it by weighty arguments. This 
v^as a pleafantry unpardonable in a ifove- 
reign whofe will was a command, and wh6 
ought -not have thrown that erudition into 
ridicule which (he had always honoured 
and protected. The confufion of the Li- 
terati, who had employed fo much time 
and fagacity in the interpretation of a word 
not to be found in the Greek language^ 
was inexpreffible, when the queen inforrt>^d 
L 3 them 
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them that Maieks wjis aSwedifh.tcrm^ (igni- 
fying ^Uher without a rival in excellence, 
or withgut a mate ; which correfpondcd to 
the device on ihc medal, of a phoenix 
ftretched on her fudtrai pile ; and hadalfo 
an allufton to the quctn, reprefcnted on ihc 
reverfe, under the character of Minerva. 

Some differences aroTe between Chriftina 
jind th« ciiy of Hamburgh, relating to the 
rich Jew Texeira, her correijpondcnt and 
i)«iiker, on wbom fiie iiad conferred the , 
fide of r^idf f»t The fanagiftrates rc&fed 
tOvXtilseiria ihofe hiMiours and privileges 
rfijp^yt^d by the a9>ba6adors of foreign 
princes i xhey even infifted on hi* never 
removing f;ona the city boc with their cmi- 
fcnt. CferifltkcJ^ engaged the king of Swe* 
den toid(;frnd the rights of a crowned head, 
i!i5e daughter of Guftavus : at the fame 
ittt.e, (lie wrote a letter, or rather a mani* 
it^^ to the raagidrates, proiefting again(l% 
the viokcce ofifered ta htr refident, and 
agtinft t\^ att^nnpcs to difpofilfs her of 
lljoftf prtvileges which her binh and rank 
gave her a r'ght to demat^d. By this ex- 
enicm Ihc ,did hciicif j allien, arid her mi* 

nifter* 
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•fiiftcr^ were henceforth treated with thfe 
fame rcfpeft as thofc of other lovereigns. • 
1666. The queen, purfuant to her de* 
termination, left Rome and went to Han»- 
burgh, which being one of the Han* 
towns, aflforded her the l.l>efty fce fought 
%m(hackjcd from all that deference which 
monarchical dates require v its proximity 
to Sweden was lilcewife particularly conve- 
nient for maintaining a fpccdy and unin- 
-ecrrupted correfpondence with that king- 
<lam, wiiens '(tit was invoked it ptrpetufti 
Hfiegoiittiona for the remittance of thofe re- 
irciiues purthafed at the price of her crown v 
and tbis continual delay, or dlmioutiofi^r 
under a thoulatid pretexts^ gave her feverfc 
caufe to af^efaend her income wou^td, 
Aortly, be infufficient tofupport her rank •, 
and that flis (boald be again at the mercy 
of the Pope's liberality^ or that ofibme 
other beneficent prince^ In this manner 
the cifeumftances of her domeftk aflfaim 
created her more care and-anMi€ty chin (be 
h,ad fled from in abdicating the throne I 
The daughter of Guftavosj who once he- 
held hcricif queen of a powerful natioa>, 
L 4- ruling. 
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ruling it with glory^ and giving )aws to Eu- 
rope^ was now reduced to flatter the nriiniftry 
and fenaie of Sy^edc n j to throw heifclf 
.under rhtfir proteftion, in order to folicit 
interefls of the moft prefling icnport : 
was fbe i2>clin«d to make any new reguU- 
tion in the difpofition of herafi^^irs, fbe was 
imn^ediattfy contrad dted, oppofed*,. and 
reminded by the regency of the terms of 
her abdication, Almoft all her letters are a 
fer ies of complalats, pfpte^tions^ aod re^ 
jnonHrancf $, eyideatly d^fcoveriflg howiiit^ 
ierly fla^ repented tba^ imprudent remiocN 
Jition of a dignity fo agreeable to her bkth 
and genius. One day^ in examioijig ihc 
cabinet of a viriuofo at Hamburgh, (be 
,met with a m^dal (truck upon her abdkar** 
tiOn : (he threw it from her whh indigna^ 
tionj. yet. in general (lie ftrove to di(fi* 
pate, or at leaft, to difTcmWe her difqut- 
etudej by giving entertainments, balls, ahd 
operas at her palace, in which (he exhibited 
and dancfd in coiofipany witUperfons.of the 
fifft diftinftjon in the place. 
. Chiiftina again acquainted the king and 
the regency of Sweden with her refoluti<m 

10 
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to take a journey into that kingdom ; •*'! 
•• hof>ev faid flie to M. dc Teflon, theFrencfi 
** ambaflador, thcywill have fo much friend- 
" Ihipandconfidcrationformeasnot tomakc 
** any artful cavils about the folemn'rzation . 

of mafs J but if, contrary to my expcflra- 

tion, they flbould oppofe it, I am refolv- 
*♦ cd to abandon every thing and return 
*• inftantly back." She fet out from Ham- 
burgh, eroding Holftein and Denmark, and 
failed over to Sweden in a galley that wait* 
cd to con/oy her, at Elfineur. 

The reception this, queen met with* rrt. 
foreign countries was not fo inhofpitableTa$ 
in that where fhc had reigned-, tb& re- 
gency fern a courier to meet her at. Nor* 
koping, to declare their determination not 
to fufier any Catholic prieft in her train ;^ 
requcfting her at the fame time, if Ihe harf 
admitted any fuch, to difmife him, otherwift? \ 
^hcy could not difpenfe with proceeding .^ 
againft him according to the Jaws of thjc 
kingdom. \ . .| 

The baron de Sparre, who wasalfq eir^- 
ployed by the regency, had a very 'wat;rn , 
caverfatk)n with the queen> on the afFropt' 
L 5 i that 
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that was offered her ; on the prcfcnt form of 
theSwcdifli government; atid on her prc- 
tenfiona and right to the cr^wn, ftiould the 
•ybnng king^ Charles XF. chance to die. 
On reprcfenting tor her that diflferemce of 
religion would always be a weighty ob* 
ftacle ; (he faid, that fliould her wiflie^ ever 
lead her towards the throne* (he would con- 
ftrain none of her fubjcfts to profefs the 
Koman*catholi(i faith ; and might with pro*- 
priety adopt marflialTurenne^s words» " f 
** am a CathoJic, bat my fword is truly 
^' Calvinifl-" She .dwelt long upon the 
neceffity of preferving in unaninaity anaong^ 
the flares of the kingdom ; upon the moft 
eligible method* to fupport the antient fa- 
milies, and to rcg.ukte the army % upon 
what meafurcs were bcft adapted to the ex- 
tenfion of comraerce in the cities, the di- 
miniition of taxes in the nation,, and the- 
afcertaining the circulation and value of the 
current coin- -Difcomentcd as this prirv 
cefs was with the proceedings of the mi- 
niilry, fhe had caule to be fatisficd with 
ihote of the populace. She faw tlie people 
junning in crowds to attend her t fee h«ard 
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tftcm recall the remembrance of her reign 
with regret, and break into complaints of 
the new adminrftration. This was the moft 
flattering panegyric the public voice coald 
bcftow! 

Yet, finding the fenatc pcrfever^d irt 
prcOing chedifeharge of her almoner, (he 
gave fudden orders for her departure 5 and 
fending back the retinue that the king had 
otdesed to attend her, (he returned with 
l^iecipitation to Hamburgh.. Her firGt at- 
licntion was to expoftulate on the conduct 
itf the regency, and the little perfonal con^ 
fideration they paid her. But there foon 
appeared in Sweden a memorial, or, more 
poperly, a rDanifefto, acquainting the peo- 
ple with the many difturbances which 
might arife from the prcfence of this reft- 
kfs, inconftam, ambitious princefs. Chrif- 
tioaonly oppoCed filenee and patience to» 
(hefe de<;lamations ; waiting at Hamburg1i> 
^r the.firft meeting of the Swedifli^ ftatcs, 
when fibe flattered herfelf with the hopes of 
obtaining a more honourable and advan^ 
lageoiis convention, 

.: . ■ ..'u. ... •^.;,^. 

. .? L61 vChriftinst 



wa Hr«TORr0FCB!nffTmA, 

Chriifma po&ttcd fuch an uncommofn 
degree, of fenfibiKty, that the fimlkft errors 
in domsftie occurrences appeared a eapttal 
crims taher eyes.: LlUforrune had givee akind 
of afperity to her difpoGtion, fo thatt>o the 
flighted offenceS' ihe wetdd break oat into 
(toroAS of paffion. J n relation to a nouliciaii 
who Uh her court for that of the duke of 
Savoy, fhc writes thus : ** It is my plea- 
•' furc ali thofe it may concern (hotdd be 
** informed, that I will never confentAnto- 
** nino Rivani fliall quit my fervice for anv 
•«* othpr; that he lives only to contribute 
"to my amufemcnt; and that if he does 
*' not fing in n^y prcfcnce, he Ihall not fing, 
" long in thepjefcnceofanyotherprince,— 
** Shoukl it even be afferted that he has toft 
"his voice, itwiil beof nofigniScation-, for,. 
** whatever condition hcmaybein, I (hailing 
" fift upon his fpending hb days in myfer^- 
*' vice, or vengeance (hall overtake him.** 
.: Always occupied with ideas, of gtory 
.and grandeur, Chriftina expreflfed aniftcR* . 
* nation to have the hiftory of her reign^ im- 
morcalizcd by fome writer of genius : "ftye 
engaged the learned Voffius in this under- 
.. \'.'i\V\ "' ' taking. 
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taking. • " 1 have nemarked,' faid'the quecii 
** CO him, that chter ignorance or inyy 
•• Ijave taken picafure to conceal, or ob- 
" fcort the greatett and mpft-fplendid'ac- 
?• tionsftrf my reign. You have been an 
J<* oCtitarwichefs of its unpar^lhfied felicity^ 
" of you therefore T demand rfcparation, in 
*• the name of Truth, to whom every hif- 
*^ torian ought to render hpmage. I re- 
■M quiftoiiiy a fimplc detail of fads, which 
•*'< will be unfufpefied of partiality, becaufe 
"*< aH the world khbws that the prefent ca- 
^* lamities of Sweden have reduced me to a 
«* fituatibn incapable of paying the price of 
-«* incertfc.** In conftquence of tljis rcqueft, 
•Voffius began thi hiftory of Chriftina j but 
tthe unexpf fted death of this princcfs put a 
-flop to hi$ progrefs in the work. 

.1668- When the ftatcs aflcmbled at 
Stockholm, thty w^re unable to refufe an 
'ackrtowfcdgemcht'qf the juftice of Chrift(. 
"^na's compUrnts^'and demands. They dif- 
'approvcd that fi)edes of pcrfecution prac- 
tifed by the regency,; and fome of the fc- 
nators, of depriving the queen of the en- 
tire direction and- dlilJ)ofal of thofe funds 

appropriated 
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appropriated to her fixppoct. All tlit or- 
ders» even the clergjr^ notwithftamUog the 
alteration in religion^ bellowed a degree of 
praife on the great a^OM of her reigo^ and 
on the perlbnal viftuea of Chrifttiia. Thei|r 
vnanimoufly agreed^. always to Ijeare imv 
the liberty of eDJoyiiig^ without reftratpt or 
moleftatioA. tbofe revefuies Jor which (be 
abdicated the throne* 

Alexander VII. was jaowdead»aiid<;ardinal 
Julio Rofptgnoii was laiied toihe panttficate 
by thenameofCkoEienc IX. The^sec^ tbo** 
in a Proteftant ccmntry^ teftiiicd by £eaft$ apd 
public rejoicings her fatisfa^tion a€ the pro* 
motion of Clement. JDL for wbooi (heal* 
ways had much efteem and attachment. 
The front of her palace waa ilhuninaced> 
and magnificent fireworks were exhibited ;; 
in the decorations of which were diip)ayed 
the arms of the new Fppe, his virtues, and 
the viftory gained by the churck pf Rome 
over error, and particularly oyer the herefy^ 
of Luthcranifm : fix hundred lamps were 
employed to form the letters of his hoH-^ 
aefi's name. A /pedacle like this ap- 
peared aainfult io ih^eyes of the populace 

if 
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tf Haml>urgh« already lieatcd by tfa£ wUie 
thac had been €optoufly diftributcd amongfit 
them ; the decorations were broke in pieces^ 
by a fet of riotous perfons^ and the centi- 
nds carried oflf; but her majefty's paUc^ 
was fumiCbed with amtniuution and artil- 
lery Tufiicient to fupporta kind of fieg^, z$> 
|he might very naturally expefl ibme com- 
motion would happen. The queen ordered 
the mufqueteers to fire upon the feditioos 
jDultitud?» which killed fome and wounded 
others. Irritated ftiH more by this pro* 
ceeding, the mob carried things to extre- 
mity, broke all the windows of the palace^, 
endeavoured to burft open the doors, threaCr 
ening to plunder the apartments^ and fei^e 
tht queen's perfon. In this dilemma*. 
Chriftina efcaped in difguire to the houfe 
of the Swedilh rcfident. The governor of 
die caftle^ at the head of his troops, and 
with the officers of the militia, commanded 
ihe rioters to dfpejfe: the, tumult ceaftd, 
and the queen ordered a fum of money to- 
be diftributed amongft the wounded : work* 
men were feveral days employed in repair^ 
kg the palace^^ and when It was in ordbr 

* to 
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to receive her , the magiftrates recondufted 
Cbriftina in a triumphant manner through 
the midftof an enraged populace, trembling 
with rage at the 0gfar, but not daring up 
dillui^b the proceffion; She remained fofne 
time 'longer at Hamburgh^ expeding the 
concluQon of her afFair^ in Sweden. 

Chrtftina ftill kept up a coriefpondence 
mih Dr. Bdurdek)t> who had undertaken 
to give her a particular account of the news 
*of the court of France, and of the works 
of literature publiflied in that kingdoml 
She gives this lingular anfwer to one of his 
letters, •* You do me a particular plea- 
•* fure by not fcrtding ^H the trifling fluff 
'*• compofcd on the campaign in Flanders. — 
<« I admire glorious actions as much as any 
" body, but i deteft panegyric. My love 
^' for fatyr is fo ftrong, that J am ptcafed 
" cvfen with reading pieces where Lam tlie 
•* fubjcfti their number. Heaven bepraifed, 
" is fofficiemly* confidcrable to afford me 
** conftant food for laughter at my own 
** expcnce^ after laughing for fo many years 
** at that of others : I fay at my own ex- 
•♦ pence, bccaufe all the authow I have ' 

fcem 
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-^* (ten arc fo ftupidly irrt pertinent, that it 
** would have been an impoflibility for nie 
** to have read their works, if they had not 
*'abafedmc! , ' 

*' As to what regards Bcnferadi, you bc- 
•* lieve w'rth reafon that every thing he 

"writes will picafe me/ I fuppofe 

** you fent me L'Aiinois' phyfical cflays to 

** prejudice mc in his favour; I (hall be 

.*' obliged to you to fend me the whole 

-•tworjk. The peiplexityof my affairs-con- 

: " fines, mc here, up Hamburgh, thisi ' win- 

" tfit,: the only confolatioh to be cxp;e<aed, 

-*' is letters fix)m Rome, and books from 

•* France, • 

, /' The transfufion of the Wood fcems ia 
f*^ wonderfully ingenious hypothcfis •, but I 
.^* (hould not caris to try the experiment for 
." fear of degenerating into a mere animal : 
" in cafe of fueh a metamorphofis,* a lion 
/' would be my choice, in order to avoid the 
** danger of being. devoured by my feltow- 

.*« brutes^ ►! am pretty well in health, 

♦* and make a.jeft of phyfit and phyficians; 
** but to enjoy it in a ftate of perfection, 
*< my fovcrcign medicijw is to breathe the 
♦^ air of Rome/* The 
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The queen had fome eaemUs, who were 
concerting means to do her ill offices to the 
aflembly of the fiaccs^ when her affairs (hould 
come under confideration. Tbi> becanwe 
\tbe objeft of a frcfh aad imporuot jie^ti- 
aion» and occafioned her fending Rofen- 
back^in the chara&er of minifter and agent, 
10 the court of Sweden, The greateft part 
of her letters to him are ftiU extant i but 
Ihe frequently mftkes wfe of a priviatc cy- 
pher when ft* iat a mind to exprcfs her 
ieBtimejpt^ witbi:mreftryed.fKcfdom. Couht 
,de h Gardiev the ^rand-chaocel!or» was, 
more than ill the reft, inveterate in hit re- 
ientment to Chriftina ; he (till remembered 
ihofe afironts received at thcxoncluGon of 
.her reign^ and empbyed all his credit ir 
defeating her views, accufing her of de- 
figos to tear the crown from the brow of 
the young monarch Charles XI. He even 
forced Appelman« a perfon who tran faded 
her a/Fairs b Sweden, to give cvidencte 
ag;ainft her, as if ihe had entrufted him with 
this project.. On being informed of chis^ 
deteftably cruel accufation^ calcuiaied tt> 
ruin her reputtfioov Chiifiina wrote to tht 

gratid 
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grafid^treifgrcr in this manner. — — ^^ Ae- 
♦* cuftomcd to obfcrvc that my charadler is' 
•* frequently miftaken, I ought not to de- 
** bafc myfclf by condefcending to juliify 
** it \ yet I cannot forbear telling you, my 
" rule of adion is, never to liften to any 
" other counfcls than fuch as my own ho* 
•* naur and true intercft fuggcft ; and that 
" I perfedlly well know what thefe de- 
** mand. The king of Sweden I confider 
" as my own work, and I may juttly affirto, 
•* the glory of his crown is folikewife i no 
** ingratitude (hall ever prevent my (hed- 
ging all my blood, if that were neceflary, 
" for the prefervation of a kingdom whofe 
" profperity formed the reputation and hapv 
** pincfs of my life. Should the Swedes 
•' allow themfelves hereafter to fubmit to 
" a bad adminiAration, let them remember 
•* the faqhis not mine -, and may the wrath 
" of Heaven purfue me, if I ever had a 
" thought of taking advantage of fuch a 
^ circumftance! The only ^are I Ihould 
•* have in that event, would be to regret 
" the ruin of a ftate, for whofc glory and 
"grandeur I have watched many weary 

. " nights. 
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** nights, and fufiertd many fatiguing anxie-* 
•* tics, which are known to God alone/* 

The ftates did not allow thcmfclvcs to be 
prejudiced to the difad vantage of the queen, 
by the hatred and cabals of particular oien, 
more animated by a fpirit of revenge than 
public intercft : they granted the principal 
points of her demands, and rcfolved on the 
following articles of agreement : 

" That all conditions exprcffed in thc^-u? 
of Abdication Ihall be obfervcd with the ut- 
moil rigour and punduality. 

That the free exercife of religion (hall be 
allowed the queen and her domeftic^, 
in whatever place (he chufes for her refi- 
dence. 

That it depends entirely on the queen's 
pleafure to fix her abode in any country, 
with an affurance of enjoying her revenues 
without interruption. 

The king promifes to remit to her ma- 
jcfty the fum of fixty thoufand crowns, 
due to her, in the moft juft and fpcedy 
method of payment poOible % and to fatisfy 
her on this article within a year, at far- 
theft/ 

The 
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. . Th^ king and dates aflembled do gua-^ 
rancy the abovefaid articles by a ibleihh 
fan£lion of the diet, to fecure their invio- 
lable obfervation.'* » , .. 

Every thing being thus fettled in Swe- 
den to Chriftina's fatisfadion, (he deter- 
mined on returning to Rome> a journey 
that was become quite habitual fince th« 
alteration in her fortune and religion : (he 
accordingly fet out froni Hamburgh, after 
entertaining the people with new ihowSt 
and demonftrating her efleem and affediof^ 
for the moft diftinguiihed perfons in the 
city. 

The queen's entry into Rome was very 
grand : the new Pope had planned the 
whole ceremony with an af^onif^ing de- 
gree of profufion. The pontificate of Cic-^ 
ment IX. was ftiled the giplden age of 
Rome, from the tafte he difplayed for the 
fine arts, and the (hining evidences he gave 
of generofity and magnificence. . He was 
particularly prodigal of honours, entertain- 
ments, and pleafurcs, to celebrate the arri- 
val of this heroine, from a principle of grate- 
ful efteem for Chriftina, whofe genius and 

adiona 
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wBAoM were alwain^ die otajisEli of? his ad- 
mtratioif. 

' i66g. The reigiy^f John Cifimif, kii^ 
of Poland^ was nothing but si ftene of dir> 
ctmL He bi;d bten a jefuit aftd a cardi* 
mtly and afccndcd the throne lipdn tht 
dt9xk of his brmh^r Utadiflaus^, encom^ 
^flcd witlt trooftlcs and fafllians; Thii 
prifncc had' ritithct propct tatent^i nor quah". 
Jkations- to fbpport a ft^te, agitated by fo- 
reign acfddoWeffic wars j or to retain the 
ftfoud nobles frl theif dcpcndlance on the 
cfrdwh. He teqoerfed peace amongflf his 
people ; but the more inclination he difco- 
vered for rt, the more he excited the pre- 
fiimptaouis ambitioft of the Poles, Th* 
cOtlfeqUttYce Was, that wearied with con- 
Ifettrtly beholding the priricipat fubjeAs of 
fiis kingdom thwarting his meafures, and 
not finding the glare of ranit a fufficient io'- 
dcmnificatiod for the lofa of repofe, he re- 
folVedtO rtffJgn his throne, and return to his 
folimde : he chofe a reuremenc in France, 
where Louis XVt. bcftowed upon him the 
retentoes of feveral! abbeys^ 

The 



TJW cofripecitort for thcf crcwii (if Po-' 

latfd vWrc ntittitroa^. CKriftitu faail ettfer-' 

cd Che Kffs the pffcccdlrrg year, whilfl: fKe' 

Mtas at Hamttrrgh, and CifimiV yet fat 

o« the tftf oite : but her negociation v»'^ coti- " 

A*fted with fo muth pftid'ence aftd fcfcirec?y^ ' 

tliatvficithcV' the *S\Verfes:,- nof ihyWfeW* 

powers, eirer ftrfpefted her projfe^ ofpfe-' 

M«nfions. Shr difpatched father Hktki, her* 

cfcapiain, into Pqla(nd : be wa^ a Pbfifh Ci- * 

tte^n by birth, and carried letfers* df iiiffrulc- ' 

/ tiort td the tbpeV nancior refiding in tliat' 

( kfagdomi The (ifaoghcer .of GutfaVu^ 

quitted her proper fphere of rfftioa when^ 

(he rcfigned the fccptre ot government^' 

^ and her foul, born to command, fbared in- 

[ <reffatiftly on the wings of ambition towards 

I l&vereigncy; She wifiied^ to trnhe' tht glorjr 

;' of a voluntary reiSgnitton of the Crowtf of 

I Sweden, with the honour of obta:ining that 

^ of Poland by the voice Of the nation. She' 

\ drew up the titles of her claim with exqul- 

j\ iitc art 5 " Take Care to reprefentto the'm^ 

!i '^ fays (he to 'her'mmift^r, that I afm the 

I « laft furvivinlg.branth ol^ trie royal houfe 

f " of Swedeit and Poland*- ftr abandoning 

? ' ." that 
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cc:tbat inheritance ^hj^h devolved, tij^e 
-'from the great G^ftauuv I S9.^de a,C(?a^M 
•* pleat facVifice ta confcieaceiind religion •, 
•*^ expedcnce has inftr J^»d "f^c ip rejgn i 
c* nor can they, withouj ijjarif^^J^^*^^*' 
« prefer a'ftranger toCh?iftin?Ll^^^ 
*( brother,, no relation to fucceed 
« can» therefore, have nojnterefl: inco? 
«« patible' with the profperity. of Poland;^ 
" atn now in the prime of a life inured to 
« labour and fatigue ; and, finally, ^l?c ce- 
** libacy 1 profefs will prevent the repiiblic . 
«* from trembling; for hier liberty ; and>at 
«* my death, fhe will recover the right of 
«« eledion, and may feled a king from 
«^ whatever houfe ihe pleafes." 

Chriftina then takes a view of the com- 
pctitprs, and urges, with great ftrcngth of 
arguwnt, every motive capable of facilitat- 
ing , their excluGon •, and, . corrcfpondenUy 
to her wiflieS) not one of thofe princes fuc- 
cceded. 

'Finding that her fex and fondnefs for a 

(ingle life we^e deemed the chief obftacle?i 

to ner cle^ipn, the queen anfwers thusj, 

*« In regard xq my being of the female fex, 

.... that 
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** that objcftion may eafily be obviated by 
** examples drawn even from the h'ttory 
. *• of Poland ; and further, it is univerfally 
^* known I have reigned over a kingdom ! 
»* over one of the moft valiant nations of 
« the globe! that I was crowned with all the 
** folemnities ufual at the coronation of the 
i «' kings of Sweden } that under this cha-. 
J " rafter the Swedes rendered me allegi-. 
JO ♦ ance ; that I governed the Swedes for 
e. ten years after my minority, with more 
Ic abfolute power than any of my predecef- 
j^ forsi and at this hour am adored, 
pf feared, and regretted in that kingdom. 
^ This I may affirm without vanity, as un- 
der my aufpices Sweden was one of the 
^^ moft glorious and happy nations of the 
^f earth j and if God permit the fame good 
^j_ fortune to accompany my endeavours for 
. :he felicity of Poland, I think that na, 
ion will be fatisfied with my admi- 
liftraiion. When I fat on the throne of 
^ Sweden I was almoft a child ; and furely 
there is a probability that, with the Di- 
vine afliftance, I fhould acquit myfelf 
infinitely better of the duties of Toyalty, 
now my faculties of mind and body are 
M .„ 
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<'«'in their higheft ftrengrh and vigour, ca- 
«« pable of enduring application and toil : 
«* but after all, what can they require of me 
«* to which my abilities are not equal ? Is 
« it the adminiftration of juftice ? Is it to 
«« fupport arguments or refolutions in the 
'« fenate ? 1 undertake to fulfil thefe obli- 
«« gations, if not with fuperior eloquence 
«* and knowledge, at leaft with as much 
*' good fcnfe as any other. Do the cxi- 
*« gences of the republic demand my ap- 
*' pearance at the head of an army ? I (hall 
** fly with joy to lead her troops to viftory ; 
** nay, I prot£ft, the fole hope of enjoying 
** this fatisfaftion ftimulates my wifhes for 
** the crown of Poland ; for would they be- < 
" flow it on me conditionally that I never ' 
« was to command in an engagement, I 
«* would refufe it : all my life I have paf- 
<* fionately defired to be a general ; and had 
«' not reafons of ftate rendered a gratifica- 
«« tion of this defire impoffible, I never had 
*« fuffered my troops to have fdught under 
** any other commander. To conclude this 
** article, if the Poles will take the trouble 
« of e'xamining the courfe of my life, tem- 
'<« per, and difpofuion, I am of opinion they 

win 
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<^ will pay mc the compliment to overlook 
*« my fex. 

** For the fecond pomt under confidera- 
♦* tion, that of marriage, I confcfs it cm- 
^* barrafies me extremely j for when I rc- 
^^ RcSt on my age and humour, it to me 
<^ appears an infurmountable objeftion: 
^* indeed my humour bears fuch mortal 
" enmity to that humble yoke, I would not 
** confent to wear it for the empire of the 
♦* world J God has permitted me^the blcf- 
*« fing to be born free, I never can refolve 

*' to give myfelf a matter! But as the 

*' Polilh is an eledlive monarchy, it ap- 
«« pears to me that methods might be 
" ufed to difpofe the Poles to confider pre- 
^' fent advantages in a ftronger light than 
*« future ones. 

" A third difficulty, which is of my 
" OW41 raifing, is ignorance of the Polifli 
" language, — Yet neither the prince of 
*' Conde, the dukes of Neubourg or 
'* Lorrain, are better acquainted with it 
*' than myfelf i and I will engage to do 
*' what they are unable to accomplilh ; 
*' that is, learn it in a very (hort time!" 

Pope Clement IX. fupportcd Cbrillina 
M 2 - wit 
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with all his influence ; and fent a brief to his 
nuncio in Poland, highly extolling the vir- 
tues, accomplilliments, aivd pretcftfidns of 
the queen. This afikr was ti:aitfa<5led with 
all the dexterity of the moft ei^llghtened po- 
licy : but the daughter of Guftavus had nd 
wealth to diftribute; nor would the deli- 
cacy of her fentiments ever have allowed hei' 
ip. employ ip, in purchafing thofe fuffrages 
which (he thot^ht her name entitled her 
to expe<a. The Poles, lately delivered 
from the bondage of an imperious queen- 
regent-, were unwilling to expofe tbem- 
felves to the dangers of a fimilar govern- 
ment : they infiftcd on the obftacle of hei^ 
fex 5 on the herefy of her houfe ; recalled 
to remembrance the murder of Monaldef- 
chi 5 dreaded fier inconftant, haughty cha- 
rader i and agreed to exclude her. Finally, 
they eleded Michael CoributhWicfnowifki, 
of the family of Jagellon, This nobleman, 
who lived retired, unknown to fortune, and 
unacquainted, with intrigue, was very far 
from pretending to a throne : he Ihared in 
the aftonifliment of Poland, and of all Eu- 
rope, at his nomination 5 arid would even 
have rejected a dignity, for which he was 

confcious 
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confcious he pofleffcd not the neceflTary qua- 
Mfiqations : but the Poles were (6 defirous 
of putting a period to thofe difturbances 
caufed by anarchy, and the fadlions of can-^ 
didates, that they ratific;d his eledion. 

Chriftina received this intelligence with- 
out teftifying either furprize or chagrin. 
She only expreffed her curiofity to confulc 
judicial aftrology on the fortune of this mo- 
narch. " Caft the nativity of the new king. 
" of Poland, faidihe to her agent,^and mark 
^ the proper elevation of the pole." There, 
appeared feveral libels in Holland ; the li- 
berty of the prefs renders them toofrecjuent 
and bold. The queen beheld with indig- 
cation the infults ofiered to feveral families 
in Rome, and folicited the grand penfionary^ 
De Witt to reftrain fuch inftances of licen- 
tioufnefs. " It is a real concern to me, fays 
*« Ihe, to fee Holland, a country i love, 
" and which oughts to be the afylum of 
" virtue and merit alone; fufFer impofture, 
*' envy, and calumny, to take refuge 
** under her laws, and fhed their venom onf' 
** all thpfe who defervc to be honoured and^ 
« rcfpcded.": 

jSjOp Rome had very foon rcafbn to re**' 
- M. a, grer 
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gret the pontificate of Clement IX. Car- 
dinal Eniilius Allcin filled the facrcd chair 
by chenamcofGlcmentX. and, on account 
of his great age, chofe cardinal Paulucci 
Alberoni for his coadjutor. Chriftina be- 
held her influence and favour augment or 
diminiih by thefe alterations. Under the 
new pontificate (he was involved in contefts 
>vith many of the great families in Rome^ 
and did not meet with the defircd protec- 
tion frdm the Pope or his coadjutor. The 
queen was reduced to the neceflity of facri- 
ficing her refentment to prudence. She 
fought confolation in the charms of ftudf, 
and the converfation of men of knowledge ^ ^ 
but thefe are often weak alleviations to the 
wrongs of offended felf-love ! This prin- 
cefs correfpondcd with almofl: all the mca 
of genius in Europe, who were ambitious 
of appointing her the judge of their works, 
regarding her approbation as the comple- 
tion of their glory. She was the Toundrefs 
of the academy'of Arcadisj (a name given 
to the affembly held at her palace) p^rfons 
of the moft diftinguifhed merit were mem* 
bers of it, and found in her a generous 
prottdrefs s whilft the frugal oeGonom}^ of 

her 
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Her houfhold enabled her to diffufe her be- 
nefadions with a liberal hand. Archbi- 
(hop Angelo della Noce, eftimable for his 
taftc in polite literature, had a pchfion from 
her : on fpme occafion or other Chriftina 
happened to learn that this prelate was ia 
preffing neceffity for a fujn of money •, (he 
immediately wrote to him, " 1 have fent 
" you two hundred ducats, a fum as inar 
" deqdate to your merit, as to mjr de^ 
** fire of affifting you: but, remember. 
'* you have your revenge in making me 
*• blufli. Pray keep the fecret from all 
*' the world, if you would not mortally of- 
** fend the queen.** Her manner of oblig- 
ing was always fuperior to the obligatioa 
(he conferred ; for the laudable intentioa 
of concealing the afliftahce (he gave to in-^, 
digent worth, always accompanied her ge- 
nerofity. Many fecrets of this nature, at 
her particular requeft, remained undifco- 
vered du.ing her life, and they became, 
public after her death, only from the gra- 
titude of her honourable penfioners. 

1672. The marquis of Bourbon del' 

Monti, firll gentleman of the bedchamber 

ta her majeitjr, was fent into Sweden with 

M 4. the. 
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the charaacr of envoy, extraordinary, to 
follicit Charles XI. in defence of Poland^, 
and feveral other Chriftian ftates, froaa 
the enterprizes of the Turks and Coffacks. 
Chriftina embraced with ardour every occa^ 
lion that gave a fanftion to her advice in 
political and national affairs 5 for thoiigh> 
fhe had renounced the fubftance of royalty^ 
fhe was flill pleafed with the (hadow ; and 
as a confickration for the lofs of a crown^ 
and the want of fubje<5ts, thought berfclf 
entitled to fet an ineftimable value on hec 
name, her merit, andextenfive knowledge* 
She was particularly anxious to fupport the 
intereft of the fee of Rome, and to demon- 
ftrate at the famQ tinie, her zeal for religion, 
and for the' fovereign pontiff. The prefent 
affair did not meet with fuccefs anfwerable 
to her expedtation ; the king of Sweden re-fu . 
quring an enormous fubfidy from the Pope, 
and that nation was foon after involved in a 
defenfivc war. This war, fatal to Sweden by 
the loflcs it fuftained, waslikewife unfortu- 
nate toChriftina, who beheld herfelf in dan- 
ger of loGng the principal part^f her reve- 
nues ; thofe provinces on which they were 
founded having been conquered by the 

cinqmy. 
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enciuy^ and her penfion applied to the pref^ 
fing exigences of ftate. From hence arofe 
new complaints on her neceffitous circum- 
JlanceSy her own expreffion. One views with . 
forrow the daughter of Guftavus reduced 
to write to the receivers of her finances, to* 
the fenate, to the king of Sweden, " I fuf- 
** fcr naore than can be conceived ; not on- 
**^ ly from the deprivation of what is necef- 
*' fary for the fupport of my dignity, but^ . 
^^ ftill more, in what is dearer to me, my- 
** credit and reputation ; fince I am con- 
** fidered as no longer in a fituation to^' 
" keep my royal word, and fulfil my en-- 
*«^ gagcments for the payment of thofe fums* 
"advanced by perfons^ touched with affec— 
*«^ tion, or, properly fpeaking, with compaf- 
" fion, ftill more praife- worthy, for the de- 
" plorable ftate of my revenues for fome- 
*' years paft, which forced me into fuch* 
**^ obligations.'* 

The queen, ^fter having unfuccefsfully.- 
afpircd to the throne of John Cafimir, king^ 
of Poland, claimed a right of fucceflion to* 
his inheritance, as the next heir, at his de- 
ccafe* She wrote to the king of France,.J 
and his minifters, and to the Swedifh am-*- 
.WL5 . bafladar*' 
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baffador at that court, to enforce her pre^^ 
tenfions, and appointed the P<^'s nuac» 
to be her procurator in thepuiiiiit <^thia 
buGneis. Her diligence extended to Po- 
land, Dantzick, Naples, and Spain: ihe aK 
fo engaged the intereft of the Pope. But- 
the late king of Poland had difpofed of his 
whole fortune by- will, in favour of the 
Princefs-Palatine ; and befides, thefe fove-* 
reigns had fome demands^ to make for- 
themfelveSyOn fuch lands as were (ituate in 
their particular diftridts, which they found ' 
no great difficulty in appropriating to jtheir - 
own emolument \ and Chriftina ciould ob- 
tain no (hare in the fpoil. It was no longer- 
a novelty to find her reqtiefls rejeftcd, and 
all herfchemes vaniihed with her credit and' 
confcquence. 

1679. Great negotiations were carrying- 
tin towards a peace, in which Germany, 
France, and Svyeclen, were principally in- 
tereftcd. The conferences of theminifters 
plenipotentiary were held at Nimpguen. . 
Chriftina had a mind to appear in a regal 
charafter in this, treaty ; fhe conceived a 
projeft of perfuading. thefe princes to cede 
to her the poffcffign, ot rather icqueftra^ 

tion 
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tion of fuch provintes in Germany as had 
biwn conquered duringher feign, and were 
now in their hands. *Cedercrant2, a yoUng , 
Swede, was entruftcd with the managemeiM: 
of this affair ; owe, aecoriding to her own 
words, whofe^fortune (he had made, and 
whofe undcrftanding (h« had formed 5 this 
gentleman flie drfpatchcd to Prance, Ni- 
meguen) Sweden, and the Hague. 
- The minifter of Chriiftina foHciced the ' 
grant of cither a round fum, or an annuity 
for life upon tlie fubfidies which France ^ 
was ftill indebted to Sweden •, he farther: 
requefted of Louis XIV. to write a letter, . 
in favour of the queen's pretenfions, to the 
court of Stockholm, and to the reft of the 
powers concerned: but, being unable: 
to obtain any thing faiisfadtory, Ccder- 
crantz received orde/s from his miftrefs to ^ 
leave Paris, and repair to the con gr efs at ; 
Nimeguen. No fovereign was ever more de- 
licately attentive to tides and all the mi-' 
nutiae of ceremony. She wrote ample in* 
ftruftions to her envoy on this fubjeft* . 
**^ Sweden is not only my native country,' , 
^^ 1 have a fuperior right -, it appertained to 
y^me before it w^s the king's j I am ftr 
M.6. '•'frgai.i 



252 HISTORY of CHRISTINA^; 
*' from difpwipg his title, and will n£r- 
«* ver revoke a grant of my. Qwn ; but 
^^ there is this difference in our right; Iam< 
*' indebted to.Godaloqi^ for whaflam, 
^< the king is not only indebted to God,. 
** but to me. Never fuffer dbc; titl$ of any. 
*< monarch to precede mine, except that of 
<' the Pope, and of the Emperor, to whom. 
*' only I allow precedence.. Whpn xh^ 
*' queen and the king of Sweden, are mcn- 
*^ tioned, the queen ought to take place ;. 
*Vyou may give kings and queens the litte 
*' oi wojl ferme mjejiy^ if you pleafe, but be 
" particularly careful; not to bcftow it oi^ 
*' me i the queen, or Chriftina, are the only 
*« appellations I chufe." She alf0 ijafifted 
that the treafurer of her finances (houid 
have, precedence immediately after the- 
Icnators, and before the great officers of: 
ftate, with, the title of Excellemy^ 
" Yet, notwithftanding the loftinefsof bier 
pretenfions, and the rank Chriftina expe^^ 
cd-to hold in the treaty of Nimeguen,. (he 
very foon faw her hopes of obtaining a cef- 
fion of the Swcdilh provinces vaniih. Se* 
vcral fucceffive y ivories of Charles' the- 
XI th over the Danes, and the laws pre- 

fcribcd 
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ikibed by Fraace co the elector of Bran- 
denburgh, obliging him ^to defift from thie 
greater part of his claims, reftoFed to the 
Swedes their former conquefts, and re-efta- 
blifhed peace amongft the contending, 
powers, without the concurrence of Chrif- 
tina. She was evcir reduced to make frefli^ 
applications before Ihe could receive the 
arrears ncceflary to revive the fplendor qf 
her court; , 

On the death of Clement X.Chriftina 
entered into the intrigues of the conclave, , 
in order to raife cardinal *Conti to the papain 
chair, whofe zealous attachment to her in— 
tereft Ihe had long experienced : iiis bro- 
ther was firft gentleman of the bedcham- 
ber to her majefty 5 and the duchefs of 
Muri, his fitter, her firft lady. 

But the queen had the mortification to * 
fee her wifhes difappointed ; the fufiragcs 
united in favour of Benedift Odefchalchi, 
who was chofen pope by the name of Inno- 
cent XL . This quick fucceffion of pontiffs 
expofed Chriftina to very Angular viciffi- 
t^ides in her affairs. Under Innocent XL, 
her influence became weak ; he was a man 
joi fimplicity and oeconomyi but refolute, 

and 
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aad not at all calculated to be govssraed^ 
by others. 

The do&rifle of ^iaifin.mzdc a greats 
npife at this tUne in Rome. MoUnos, who 
had propagated it, was confined in prifon* 
by order of the Inqurfition. Chriftina was 
fttfpefted of favouring this new opinion ; at^ 
lead, (he had apparently the higheft perfo- 
nal efteem for its fupporter : (he was parti« 
cularly careful to foften the rigour of his^ 
confinement, and to defend him againft 
perfecution. The Eope himfclf faid, •* Mo— 
^^ linos may be liable to error, but he is 
<< moft certainly a good man at the boi-^ 
<'tom/' 

Mademoifelle Ic Fcbvre, afterwards Ma- 
dame Dacier, now began to aftoni(h the 
literary world by her knowledge of the. 
Greek and Latin languages, and all the 
learning of antiquity. At the age of ^x«* 
teen, her pt^rfon amiable, (he preferred the. 
fatigue of ftudy to^ all other amufcmcnts- 
Chriftina anticipated the young French . 
woman's intention, in fending her the firft 
compliments by count Coningfmark, thc- 
Swedifli ambafTador in France, Gratitude, 
diftated a letter, in Latin, to the q^een,.. 

accompanied . 



tccoinpanied with the hiftory of Florua, of' 
which (he was the editor and commtaca* 
tor. Chriftina replies to her,. "I havci 

• "^good authority for believing you a youngs 
^^ handfome, agreeable woman ; does ic not; 
"make you blufli to have fo much learn* 
" ing ? Truly itisvery.unreafonable in you! . 
**Telln^c by what unknown charm have 
^' you formed a connexion with the Mufea^ 

. *^ and the Graces ? If your magic is po* 
" tent enough' to draw Fortune into the 
^^alUance, fueh acquiiltions will be almoft; 
** unparalleled in ftory ; they will leave no* 
^< thing more to wi(b, unlefs it be the^ 
" knowledge of True Religion, which can- 
<^ not long remain concealed from a lad// 
*<^ who is qualified to converfc with the fa-v 
" cred writers in their original languages,'* 
Mademoifcllc le Febvre was born a Prq-,. 
teftint ; the queen endeavoured to per- 
fuade her to come to Rome : the hope of. jf 

'making. a convert, was as ftrong a motive 
for this rcqucft as the pleafureof her con- 
verfation'i but this amiable fcholar was not 
to be t^m.pt<*d by intereft to quit her. 
native foil. She was fortunate enough, 
after a ferious examination^ to difcover. 

the 
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the * triic religion, and to pievail upon her- 
boiband, M. Dacier, to make a piftUie ab* 
juration of his errors. ThisTlady was a par« 
taker of the beneficence of Louis XIV, 
and her induftry to pronaote the inftruc- 
tion of thd Dauphin^ and the glory of 
France, was indefatigable. 

Chriftina, who wai ever bountiful in the. 
diftribution of praiie,, advice, and informa-t 
\t^, wrote along moral epiftle to count 
Wafanar, the natural fon of tlladiflaus VIL. 
king of Poland, who was her relation* This 
nobleman was agreeable in bis perfon, 
had a cultivated mind, a^noble air,' and ele- 
vated fentimencsj but was deftitute of for- 
tune, and had wandered through feveral: 
courts of Europe, without meeting with 
any opportunity to repair the misfortunes 
of his deftiny. 

King Cafimir, who retired to France 
after his abdication, would have^acknow^- 
ledged the count as his nephew, before the 
parliament of Paris ; but he was diverted 
from an intention that would have pro- 
cured Wafanar a fuital^ceftabli/hment: this 

* Th« reAdf r wUl oWerf«> it is a Roman Cari^Hc wild-' 

prince. 
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prince died in a (hort time, and Chpiftina. 
hofpitably received Wafaqar ia his diC-- 
trefs, owned the jie of confaoguinity^ g^vfii 
him rank in her court, and employed bioi 
in affairs of confequience : but, too much 
reftrained by fortune to afford him a conG- 
derable eftabli(haient, (he encouraged him^ 
to renounce the world. "Ccafe to flatter 
^* yourfelf with vain chimeras, fays Ihe, in- 
" her letter, l^ut believe, implicitly, that 
•' there is no happinefs in this world to be 
" cxpefted either for you or me-,, and that: 
** all the tranfadions of it are of fuch a na- 
" ture,. thatihofe are moft happy who hav?-. 
** the fewefl: hopes and expeftatiqns. Were 
*• it poffiblefor you to attain univerfalpic^r- 
** narchy, to be encu*cled with a fuperlativjp 
** degree of fplendpr, glory^greatnefs, an4 
^* pleafure, xpu woul^ not enjoy raor^ con- 
*< tentment than-yoiic^ at preient (I fpeak 
^^ experimentally), Sofarfrombeingmoreat 
*« eafe, you would, on the contrary^ feel, 
*^ vexations and difgufts which are yet un- 
" known to you; and which yoy. would 
"^ find more irkfome th?n ajl the evils you. 
*^ have hitherto been tormented with;. 
^^ put your confidcacf ix^ the Almighty,, 

«« andi 
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" and if you arc convinced that your voca^ 
*' tion is from above, quit the world imme- 
•* diately^ but quit it in the manner you 
*^ would do a houfeon fire; fly with fpced j 
" faveyourfclf, if you wifli not topcrifh!" 

This nobleman did nor, however, yield 
to thefc pious exhortations ; the queen 
fettled on him an annual penfion, and he 
was appointed one of the knights of ho- 
nour to pope Alexander VIII. and Inno- 
cent Xll. 

1682. ThekingofSweden, Charles XL 
had fradured his leg by a fall from his 
korfe; an accident that alarmed his fubj^&s 
with apprehenfions for his life, and Fame,^ 
which always magnifies danger, fpread ac 
Rome the news of his^ death ; a report that 
rekindled in Chriftina. defires and difqpie- 
tudes. Awill, attribute J to this monarch, was 
handed about, in wWch Chriftina's intcreft 
was totally forgotten: The daughter of 
Guftavuswas alarmed; it was perceptible to 
every one that (he ftill regarded the throne 
of Sweden as her hereditary patrimony,^ 
which could not be difpofcd of to her pre- 
judice : preparations were began for an- 
ather jpurncy into Sweden, , to aflfert her: 

pretenfions^. 
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prctenfions, wheh all farther hopes and 
fears were diffipated by the king's reco- 
very. 

Aftrology t)^came'oneof Chriftina*s pre- 
fcnt ftudies, as alchyniy had been one of 
her former ; according to her own account, 
*' (he poffeffed an unbounded curiofity to 
^* know every thing." To inveftigate and 
trace this folly in the human mind would> 
undoubtedlyi not be the moft infignificant 
of all the Sciences I 

Notwithftanding Chriftina's difinterefted 
profcflions, (he fighed over the empty title 
of a queen difpoffefled of ^ kingdom. Am- 
bition ftill reigned in her heart, and was 
awakened by the flighted breeze of hope. 
Bcnedidi Oxenftiern was the prefent grand 
chancellor of Sweden, whofe talents and 
qualities were well adapted to that impor- 
tant office, Chriftina congratulated him 
on his preferment; recalling atthefametimc 
to his remembrance the honours (he had fo li- 
berally beftowed upon his family, and con- 
juring him not to forget the intereft of his for- 
mer fovereign. The information he received;, 
of the queen's dcfire to have entire and fole 
poffcflSon of the dutchy of Bremen, in ex- 
Chang?: 
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changefor all her domains and revenues in 
Pooierania, Gothland,WefcU&c. gave him 
caufc to hope this would afford him an op- 
portunity of ferving his bencfaftrefs, and at 
the fame time be an ufeful equivalent to the 
nation ; for, in reality,' the remote fitgation 
of Bremen, open to the invafion of ^n 
enemy, rendered its prefervation a work of 
difficulty to the court of Sweden. Chrif- 
tina prcfled the completion of an affair that^ 
in fome degree, would have given her th^. 
epitome of royalty ; but, to afceruin its fo- 
lidity, (he infilled on the independent fo- 
vereignty of the province, whofc neutrality, 
in cafe of a war, wjis to be guarantied by 
z\l the neighbouring potentates. Neither; 
of thefe conditions could be obtained ; th^- 
exchange did qqt take place-, and the 
queen was again reduced to the mortifying 
circumftance of depending op the difpofi- 
tion of the Swedifh court for the fupport 
of her dignity. 

' The frequent caufes of difcoi^tect that 
Ghriftina wa$ perfecuted with from her 
country, were incapable of deftroying that 
lively attachment (he always discovered for • 
the §lory attd a^gfaodizcajcnt of Sweden,. 

. She^ 
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She difplajred this propehfity in all events, 
happy or unfortitti'ate s afliduous in felki- 

^ fating the mi'niftry 6n the fucccfs of their 
idrtiiniftfation, and in giving them counfel 

- when fhe thought the welfere of the ft ate 
required it. 

1683. The famous John Spblcfki, king 
of Poland, obtained a glorious viftory ovct 
an army of twenty thoufand Turks, at the 
fiege of Viefnnia. This hero, who com- 
manded the Chriftiah forces, obliged the? 
infidels, in fpite of their vaft fuperiority of 
numbers, to retire with precipitati(Mi acrofs 
the Danube, abandoning their ftandards, 
tents, ammunition, and artillery : a memo* 
rable action which delivered the imperial 
city, by repelling the rage of that torrent 
which threatened to overwhelm the whole 
empire with defolation. Sobicflci was co- 
vered with glory ; , and Chriftina paid her 
tribute of incenfe to the conqueror Jn an 
Italian letter ;^* I am indebted to your ma- 
** jefty, fays fhe, for the fecur ity of my royal 
^* independancy and repofe, two bleffings 
** I prefer to all the kingdoms upon earth ! 
** yet I cannot forbear confeflSng my ingra- 
;** titude to (0 great a monarch, whofe re- 

y putation 
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** putation I contemplate with envy ; a 
« paffion peculiarly infupportablc to mc, 
** from the rcfiftance it met with in forcing 
•* piy fubmiffion. No mortal hitherto was 
<* capable of infpiring it in m^ bread; your 
*^ majefty alone has kindled it. However, 
<< I ought to add, in my own juftification, 
«« that the fcntiments which agiute my 
*' foul do not owe their fource to a ^on- 
«' temptible jealoufy, fince fo far from refu- 
" fing to do juftice to your merit, I acknow- 
*\ ledge myfelffeniSbly delighted with that 
«' fupreme degree of eilcem and admiration 
*« which the world pays to its fuperiority?' 
Chriftina commendis the eminent talents 
of an Italian poet, called VinccnzoFilicaia, 
with equal enthufiafm. "Yourfonnets, in my 
" opinion, (fays the queen) are equal to any 
" of the beautiful Lyrick odes, either an- 
" cient or modern, I have ever read. If he- 
*' roes define any farther reward for their no- 
•' ble deeds than what is beftowed by Hea- 
« ven and confcious Virtue, there are few 
*« more eligible than the celebration of their 
" adions by your pen ; which, in its fu- 
« blimeft elogiums/ never flatters. W^s 
*< Alexander to arife again, he would with 

** more 
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** more reafoa envy the jprinces of our age ^ 
^ iuch a poet, than he did Achilles for 
^* having a Homer to immortalize his , 
" fame. — I read allyour fonnets inccffantly, 
"with the higheft rapture; and I own* 
** notwichftanding I am naturally a little 
** malicloua, and enjoy critical obfervations^ 
*« I can difcovcr nothing in your poetry 
^« but what excites my admiration : it is im- 
«* pofTible to exprefs how much I am 
«'xharmed: furcly the incomparable Pe- 
*' traVch has renewed his exiftence in your 
•' form ! but he has arifen with a glorious 
*^ hdy, freed from its former imperfeftions 1 
" You have the art of uniting genius, 
** judgment, and erudition •, and you treat 
** fubjefts, facred or profane^ with a mafter- 
^ ly hand.** 

The poet was not ungrateful •, he repaid 
*Chriftina*s adulation by dedicating a poem 
to her glory; which drew from her the 
moft animated cxpreffions of acknowledg- 
ment in feveral letters, •* Since my appro- 
*' bation is not unpleafing to you, oblige 
" me by continuing to enrich, the prefent 
*' age with your produdions. You owe 
?* this duty to Heaven^ to Italy, and even 

"to 
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** to me, fince 70U will have it & ! for my 
** part, I fhall efteeni it an honour for fii- 
" turc ,ages to remember that Chrifttna> 
** tho* a foreigner, had taftc to read and ad- 
:«* mire the works of the grfeat Ffficaila 1" 

This pott^ fo highly extolled, is how-*^ 
^ver very little known to poftcrity ; and*' 
though Chriftina beftowed 6n him fuch 
pre-eminence, was never dafled with Pe- 
trarch or Taffo r his verfes derived all their 
fplendor from Italian conceits, and the tin- 
fcl of falfe wtt. Filicaia was of a noble fa- 
mily in Florence, and was honoured by 
the great duke with the rank of fenator. 
He partook largely of Chriftina's genera- 
fity, who defrayed the expence of educating 
his two fons. By fuch repeated oountics 
her finances became difordered 5 and (he 
was perpetually bulled in urging the pay- 
ment of the Swedifli remittances:, often was 
(he neceffitated to pledge her rfibft coftly 
jewels to the Hamburgh Jews, who ad- 
vanced her fums of money at exorbitant 
intcreft, which fhe employed in the en- 
couragement of genius, and the relief of 
indigent merit. 

1686. The pcrfecutions cxercifed in 
6 France 
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France upoo the Proteftants, and the vio- 
lent methods pradifed for (heir conver(ion» 
excited lamentations from all good Chrif- 
tians. On tlus occalioflf Chriftina addref- 
fed the Chevalier dc Terlon, the French 
ambaflador, who had attended her in her 
j^^iirney to Sweden in 1660. The letter 
wherein the queen declares her (entiments 
upon this proceeding, deferves contidera- 
tion. as the refult of a fteady enlightened 
reafon ; and does as great honour to her 
heart as to her underftanding. 

** As you are defirous to know my fenti* 

<^ ments on the projeft for extirpating he- 

<< refy in France, I am rejoiced to deliver 

^^ them on this truly important fubjedt. 

^' Thai I neither fear nor flatter any per- 

«^ Ton living, has always been my affer- 

«* tion i I will, therefore, freely confefs to 

<* you, that I am not ai all convinced this 

^^ grand fcheme will be attended with fuc* 

^^ cefs -, nor can I regard the attempt as a 

^< thing very advantageous to our holy teli- 

^^ gion : on the contrary, I forefee a pro* 

^^ ceeding fo unprecedented will, in all 

*' countries, give rife to many prejudices. 

, ^2. ^cU me truly, have you any great faith in 

N the 
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«' the (incetity: af thcfe nc^ clinver ts ? Iwilh 
"thfeir religious corrfbrmit)^, as well a* 
" obedience to tte king*s erfiA, mayfprirtg 

*^from rhc heart; ^^ ^y P^'t* ^ ^*'^** 
" their obftinaty, ahd fhduM rtot chiri'e to^ 
** Have it upon dy confclenCc- ttc> be an- 
** fwdrable for all the faOrilegtrs thdfe prb- 
*' felytes may eommir, compelled* into re- 
** ligion by miflionafies who treat our 
" holy tnyfteiiesbuttoo irreverently. Sol- 
«* dieffi lire a ftrang* kind of aj^dftles F 
" They appear, to me, better calcul)ited 
^ for plundeff, violation, arid^ flauglitcr, 
** than the aM of perfilafiori. Sonne wcU- 
«* attefted relations^ leave no room to doubt 
** their acquitting tlicmfelves of their mifliori 
" with military feVefrity : I pity the people 
^*' abandoned ttf their difcretion j I latrent 
«* that nhultitude of ruined families'! of wor- 
" thy men reduced to indigence ! and find 
"it impoflibk' to contemplate the prefent 
*« ff^rrfaaions inl^rance witjidut the deep- 
** eft cort^miferatib'h. Ortfc of the ftrongerf 
*« iricitcmcnte to the' cbmpiffiori bfnftor- 
** tals, is^ the fituatroftof thoffe beings wild 
«* arc born in aftatebferror; they certainly 
« ought to be; the laft objcdls of oar ha- 
; • •* trecJ ! 
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« trcd ! I would hot, for the empire of the 
<* world, be the mftrumeD.i; of their pupifli- 
" raent, any more than I would partake of 
^' their errors, France is to be confidcr- 
** ed in the light of a^ifcafed body ready 
" to have its limbs lopped bflv to cure a dif- 
" order which a little patience and lenity 
** would entirely eradicate j whilft violent 
•* operations will, I fear, render it incurable, 
** The diffimulation of herefy isvdangerous j 
" like fire half extinguiflbed it will, perjiaps, 
*' one day, burft from* its aflies, and blaze 
«* with redoubled. fury. The converfion of 
*" infidels and heretics is a truly laudable 
" undertaking, but the method purfued for 
** icsaccomplifhment iifurely exta-aordinary 5 
*' and fince our Saviour never, adade ufe 
•* of it to bring finncrs to repentance, can- 
" not be the bcft ! Such effufions of po- 
<* litical zeal raife my wonder, hxA furpafs 
V my Gomprchenfion j and I rejoice in my 
•' own ignorance !'* , 

This letter became publickly known, and 

if itfailed of influence toftop theardourof an 

indifcreet zeal, at leaft it recalled to men's 

minds the violated rights of humanity and 

the true fpirit of the Chriftian religion. 

N a Bayle, 
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Baylc, fpcaking of this letter in his Jour- 
nal, calls it *« a fragment of protcftanufm." 
The imprudent journaUft very foon re- 
ceived an anonymous advertifement of the 
danger that threatened him if he did not 
immediately do judice to a catholic queen, 
whofe fincere converfion he had caufelefsly 
endeavoured to render fufpeded. Chriftina 
herfelf had given orders to her fccrecary, 
Galdcnfblad, to infift upon the erafcment 
of that injurious refleftion : thus nrienaced, 
Bayle thought it prudent to retrad his 
opinion, and attempted to juftify, or, at 
leaft, to apologize for the freedom with 
ivhich he had exprefled himfelf. He wrote 
to her majefty, and found no difEcuIty in 
obtaining that favour and proteftion fo mu- 
nificently bcftowed by her on literary me- 
rit. This was the commencement of an 
intimate correfpondence between them ; 
Chriftina replied, " Every thing I prize the 
** moft, wealth, nay life itfclf is devoted to 
** the fervice of the church ! but I fcom 
^< flattery, and am above diffimul^tion. I 
** dm obliged to thofe perfons who were 
*« pleafed to publtfli my ktter, for I never 
** wiih to conceal my fentiments i I thank 

« God, 
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** God, they arc too ckvatcd,^ and too vir- 

" tuous ever to be difowned ! ;1 wiil 

** jmpofe a penance upon you, for the fu- 
" ture; take care to fend noe every thing 
" curious that fhall be publilhcd, either in 
•* Latin, French, Itafian,. orSpaniftij no 
"matter what fciencc or fubjed it treats 
" of, provided it be worth reading ; I don't 
« evenexceptfatires or romances. Ifparticu^ 
•< larly there areany chymical publications, 
«* I defire you will difpatch them immtdi- 
" ateljr ; likcwife remember to fend mt 
" your Journal 5 1 will defray all expcnces/* 
Bayle gave the queen entire fatisfaftion in 
his Journal, and merited her bencfaftions 
by undertaking the hiftory of Guftavus ; 
the beginning is ftilt extant. He ^fo enter- 
tained a defigri of writing the life of Chrif- 
tinaj but her death happened in a few yearj?, 
and put a period to both thcfe works : flat- 
tery and fclf-intereft were evidently his chief 
infiigations, fince he inftantly abandoned 
the defign. 

Chriftina made the tour of Italy, where 

every fpot offered a perpetually varied 

fource of entertainment to the lover of 

arts, and to the fcholar ; under this com-* 

N 3 pound 
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pound tirlcthc tufted infinite ple^fufe : fe- 
v^ral infcriptions ace yet remaining, which 
mark her conftant attention in examining 
the moft elegant mqnunwnts of fkUl and 
induftry. . 

There arpfc a difputc at Rome, about 
this time, on the righis of privili^ 
places^ which occafioned fome diftut- 
bance. It had been cuftdAiary for p?B- 
fons of the fame nauQn to put themi<lvej& 
under the protection of their re(pc<ai?fi atn* 
baflador -, they made part of his retinue in 
public ceremonies^ lived within theyccge^of 
hispalace, profcffed an,att;icj\fncnt tgbi? J^r- 
^n^znA undettbis pre<ext et^oyed many ad- 
' vantages, 5evjcral houfes, and evcp tujtire 
ftrccts, were regarded 'ap under tjhe prt»cc- 
tion of ^hc neigbbpuring ^mbafiajlpr, and 
had the name and righu of fan^lpary al* 
lowed them ; Romaiixs, as well as $:>reignr 
crs, took refuge U^mt, and thefe quarters 
of the city were the oaoft populous. Ex- 
empt from the purfuitof juftice, they c^tcn 
bejcanjic j^i afylum for crimin^Ls,' whofc 
wlckedneft gre^fi^ 4»oi;e prefumptuous ^n^ 
|)eing fuffered.with impunity. 

Pope Jnnocent XI. wanted to,aboiah,,or, 

at 



I 
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at Icaft, iJkninilh:tbUHabufccrf.pavwcir jwHat 
he ateoipted was to coniiiie the extent of 
frivilige to the pa^ce of ao ambaiSudor^ 
and CO iixcludeonly fuchpedonai aaimme*^ 
diat;ely appcrtaui^d to the fcrvicc of his peiv 
ion i)nd equipagc« The ambfafladora of 
tjhe emperor and the king of $pain coplent- 
ed tp conform ^ the intentiooa of hi^ holt- 
fieCs^ prpvidffd that Fcaiice would iikewife 
accede to this new regulatioft; and 
Chriftina, ^o 9njoyed all ihefe rights in 
thtfir fuU /ejcc^nr^ w« this £rft to fet ao ex- 
ample of refignatioo. She wcote to the; 

Pope, *« Moft Holy Fathor* in wder 

-«Sto fiUfOi^ *fce very pioaa yiew of yftUt 
^* t^qtioc^ in thie.defire you expre& forihe 
f < abolition of ^km^ I voluntarily cefign 
^ i^tp your Mads fpr ever aU rthofe privi-, 
i^^ kg€S3 which fiwiicihejufticcand:pQlite- 
•« ne& of yo\*r .predeceflbr^, as well as of 
*« yppr holinefs, I have umaterrup^edly ea- 
^* joyed to this nranrieoe ; mfecviog to my- 
*^ felf that defereaac which is due to, t^t 
*^ iahabitants pf my o^n :pal^e*, I ac* 
M J^nowledge t\as, \ offer iHXhing tp yp^r 
*^ holioefs byit;wi\at alre^y.^ppert^ins to 
" you ! We <^tx our ^pW^^tions.. to the 
^4 *« Deity 
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♦♦Deity on the fame principle; for what is 
*• all we poflcfs but the overflowings of his 
••bounty ? Yet fuch offerings are not only 
^ gracio\ifly received, they arc rewarded by 
•< Infinite Gocdnefs with eternal and inefti* 
" n^able bkiBir^gs ! For my part, I nei- 
•• ther cxpeft nor defirc any favour from 
*• your holincfs in return ; all I have 
•* to beg is, that you will, on this occaiion, 
•* approve the example I have given ; an 
*• example, perhaps, not dcftitute of uti- 
•* Kty, (hou|d its influence prevail in the 
•• prefent conjanfture/* 

1687. The court of France a£ted on a 
different fyftem, refolving to fupport its 
ambaffadors in the unreftrained poffeiBon of 
their ancienl prrvikges^ notwithftanding the 
allegation 6f the i'ope, that his legates and 
nuncios at Paris had no privilege beyond the 
verge of their hotels; and even this was con* 
fined tothccircle of their own domeftics. 

Louis XIV, was very far from allowing 
any comparifon to be drawn between the 
rights of his ambaffadors and the nuncios 
of the fovereign pontiff; hcfides, he was not 
forry at having an opportunity to humble 
the Pope, of whde behaviour he had fome 

grounds 
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grounds of complaint. The death of the 
duke d*Etrecs, the French imbaffador^. 
made room for the appointment of the mgc- 
quis de Lavardin, who entered Rome with 
a grand retinue. His holinefs declared he 
would not grant him an audience^ nor evea 
acknowledge his character of ambaflfador ; 
unlefs he firft renounced his claim to the 
rigbis of privileged places^ in the fame, 
manner that thofe of the Empire and Spain, 
had already done. Louis replied, be was 
accuftomed to fct examples, not to follow . 
them ; and that the 5gnal fervices which 
France had rendered the holy fee undoubt- 
edly gave her fome reafon to cxpeA pecu- 
liar privileges and advantages,. The am* 
baflador made his entry, welt efcorted;. 
and, determined to maintain^ his. claim,, 
continued feveral fuccellive months (hut up^ 
in his houfe \ which gave occafion for ^ 
Pafquin to fjly, *!tbt French are become^ . 
^ietiftf! At length, the marquis of 
l^avardin made his appearance bne Sunday,; 
at the church of St. Louis : the next day a 
Bvll of excommunication was denounced 
againft^ both the cliurch and the atnbafia* 
dor. Chriftina had juft met with an aflS-ont 
N 5 ' diat 
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that in^f Q0r«ded hex : thc.Sbkri, or 
officffB of joftice» ^tercd iicr pakcc, and 
Justed aa udbappy yi&im who Jiid fled 
j^bfeieferxiQfvgr. £iuaged nt chf9 vic^daition, 
Che qncftt bq^e ouc tntp thefe mtrds; 
*** Th^ Pcpe (treatt me ivicb too juqch in- 
'VcUgiutjrJ On he tbjok I will difiembk 
** my rcfetttrocftt «f this. wtwgpc ? No, I 
^' am fcfohred ta^emonftmte honr much 
^' tboTe peifoos ace dcoeired, iwho timk 
*^ I will (Jibmit to fijch tmtoscnt/^ 

She iofta&dy.gave oi:dej$ to oop of Jser 
officers, made a &6w of armiog her aits^od* 
ants threatioied the Shirxi, aad ^blig^d 
theis to bring tHe pdfimer b^ck to the fpoc 
from whence they had taken him* The 
tribunal of .the treafiiry formed a procefs oi 
this affair by the pope's order, and publUh- 
^d a monitory againft the queen's officer. 
Cbriftina, not in the leaft terrified with a 
proficntion^ wrote this iL^folqite b^Iet to the 
trcafurer: *^The fupmonp fcflt this day to 
V my officer, requiring him to appear be* 
<5 fore your trihi^ftl pfj^ice^ as you call 
«« it, refle6is dilhononr on your mailer, as 
*> well as yourfetf VI cannot help bchold- 
^ ing you with sm eye of conijpaffion, ia 

Jfyour 



« yo«rf>«fent czpmt^^ but iiirfl do it jfUl 
<« more if yqo h»c » be ^. ordinal; yet, 
" for your.i:;onfodatiQn, 1 glv^ y^.my .N?ojfd 
*Sth^t the ptrioft jmi hdir^ x o nd c m ocdto 
" 4^fih (ball Ukc, if Jje^v^ pcwoi^b feme 
>* tuncrJppger} ^ndthtf Should hechAa0e 
" to cad bis days by »yioknt^ i|ifte?ud of a 
'* natural desithj> be iball not^U pnacco^* 
** p?uaied." JhU j^riqcrf^ wM« )o^of5ft ' 
of jfo^l enpr^afed in ptqpor^ioo to the en- 
deavours naade ure.<^ to d^piefs it, de- 
manded facisfai^ion for thjs ini^t to hqr 
fTcrqgaiive^ She ^Qembkd the <:^c€rs 
a^d att^dants of her b<)^Qljl, and ac- 
quaint^ tbetn im^itb tt^ ^fu^ciency<of her 
j^reogtb to pro;€£l,them anytlongeragainfl; 
the r^gctjir pf an pnji|p: .and tyrannical go- 
vernin,e(ip; that to j^vp'td 4nifoli^og them 
in the dapgcjr of defending her caufe^ (he 
f eftpred t|\ei?» tbicir liberty, Atthefewordss 
th^y s^H nic^c^d An^Q tfijin^ protefting their 
cea^inef^ to (bed (he laft drop c^ their 
Wood in hfr defi^pcc. Chriftina accepted 
;thcir o^tr, an4 Pf^tnyfed to fecurc their 
perfons, and ^'eward jtheir zeal. 

The Tefolution of. the queen, and .the- 

yio|eat part hpf cbprf^fter might naturally, 

N,6. kadi 
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lead her to ad, induced feveralof the car< 
dinals, and even the Pope, to think of ao 
accommodation ; but the minds of both par- 
ties grew more and more inflamed. Inno- 
cent XL wanted to vindicate his authority, 
affronted in the perfons of the officers of 
jullice, and Chriftina demanded reparation 
for the injury ofl^red to her rank. The 
queen entered the church of the Jcfuits, 
attended by her retinue, well armed and 
refolutely determined : this was a kind of 
bravado to which they did not think pro- 
per to pay much attention. The Pope feoc 
her on the fame day a prefent of feme fruit, 
particularly delicate for the fcafbn ; (he faid; 
in receiving it, <* Surely his Holinefs does 
*< not intend to lull me afleep with his 
<^ temptations } I ihall be always on my 
** guard." Innocent contented htmfelf 
with faying, ^^i donna: fie is a woman T^ 
She felt the poignancy of this refledtiorr^ 
and launched out into complaints^ and re> 
prdaches. The Pope ftopped the quecn^k 
penfion of twelve thoufand crowns, whiclk 
the Apoftolic-chamber had paid for feveral 
y^rs pafl: : he imagined by this means to 
fubduc her fpirit, but it was for her new 

matter 
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matter of exultation and triumph. When 
cardinal Azzolino acquainted her with his 
Holinefs's intention, ihe made this fingu- 
lar reply : ** I aflurc you this news gives me 
•* particular pleaftire ; I beg you will do 
** me the juftice to benevc you could have 
« told me nothing in the world fb agree- 
«* able ! God, who knows the fecrets of my 
** heart, knows that I fpeak truth. — Re- 
**cciving thofe twelve thoufand crowns 
« from the Pope, was the only hiemifh in 
<« my life -, and I fubmitted to that punilh- 
«• ment from the hand of Heaven, as the 
«< moft humiliating mortification to my 
« pride." . 

^ Chriftina had entered into a ftrift con* 
nedion with the marquis de Lav^rdin, 
who had the fame caufe to defend ; they 
agreed mutually to fupport each other 
againft the encroachments of the court of 
Rome : Louis XIV. wrote a very obliging 
letter on this occafion, which Chriftina an- 
fwered ; and had the fatisfadtion to fee a 
friendly intercourfe revive between hfs ma- 
jcfty and her, without the fmallcft advances 
made on her parr, after a coolnefs, and al- 

moft 
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mafl: tots^l incerrpptiion <xf it for many 
y:Cars. 

The French held thcmfclves re^dy to dfi^ 
jFcnd their prctenfipns fword in hand 5 ^ th? 
queen, on her fide, was employe<;l in forti- 
fying hcrfelf in her palace. On fpme rc^ 
, prefcntations made to her, that Innocent XI, 
might at laft make her fenfible of hi$ power; 
« Jf he be a pope, laid flie, 1 will mil^p 
<* him remember that I am a queen." 

There came anabafladors from the kii\g 
of Siatn to the Pope, whp hj^d an aydiencc, 
and received rich prefents from hiis Holi- 
nefs : Chriftina, on this occafion, faic^ 
** Since the Pope is determined to bchavp 
•* ill to ^11 the princes of Europe, he cer- 
** tairjy judges right to p^iy citraordjiaary 
** honours to Indian kings, and their 9.1^- 
^ bafladors !" 

TheSpanifh ambaflador ,h?^i !ooly rcJin- 
quifhcd his claim to thfjprmJegei in qvif f- 
tion, conditionally if Qthe;r powers would, dp 
the fame 5 therefore, when he faw France 
and Chriftina refolve<:J not to yield up the 
fniallen: article, he aggin rea0umed l^is %nr 
cicat rJgh^s^ This comcft ^as the /ubje£)t 
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of coavcf fatioD io .all f^hp Jg^^urop^n .q^wrtp ^ 
their attention was* fi?:c<J on ChriftioaV bc- 
haviQur, ^ti^ ^(hc very weU Jcnew tl^ey waitw ; 
cd the rcfjalt of .it : "My Owjitjiop fiS^m?^ 1 
" faid fhe, is f>aral^l to that of ^^9&r in \ 
" the han^s of the 'pyrat;es j like him I mfe- 
" nace, a^d it^ey fcj^r t^e V* A.QirrioAtie? 
ran fo high, ^ti^t the^Pope declace^ hf wa$ 
abfolutcly deternajf\ed to a,bojii(h .t;l\e ^if- 
p.uted priviUga^ jinfj that ^e felt himfelf 
poffelled of' fufficjcut fprtitucle to fuffer 
^artyrdomy rather ;han. give pp the point. 
Neither Louis nor Chriftina jvc?e in the 
leaft difpofed to make the moft incpnfi- 
derable fubmiflTion to the fovereign pontiff, 
of whofe treatment they had perTonal capfe 
of complaint^ otherw^fe the ju^ice aric} 
neceffity of a reforoiation in the abufe of 
fanSluar^ was felf-evidenr. It was not eafy 
CO forefee the conclufion of this importfint 
affair ; the court of Rome continued nego- 
tiating, and expje£ted to gain from time, 
<wha6 it qould not hope to obtain from au- 
thority or violence. France had a war tQ 
fupport with the principal powers of Eu- 
xope, and began to be Icfs regardful of 
this difpute s and the queen foon difappcar.- 

cd 
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ed from the fcene of adion. AiFter her 
death, the marquis de Lavardin did not 
care to brave the ftorm alone, but with- 
drew from Rome without taking leave of 
the Pope ; apprehending left the multi- 
tude and the inquifition might ciaim a 
right to vent their malice on him as an ex* 
communicated perfon, without being 
guilty of a violation of the law of nations^ 
On the death of Innocent XI. his fucceffor. 
Pope Alexander VIII. had no difficulty in 
obtaining from Louis XIV. tht abolition ^f 
afylums: that monarch had no Ipnger the. 
j^me intereft nor realbns for oppoficioh tp. 
the juft demands of the new pope. 

Chriflina ever continued the zealous pa^ 
tronefs of learning and talents, and the en- 
courager of merit in all nations : feveral li- 
terary works were undertaken through her 
inftigation, the cxpenccs of the prcfs de- 
frayed, and the authors rewarded by hejr 
bounty. Waftmuth's Treatife on JJlro^ 
nomy and Chronology was the fruit of her li- 
berality, as well as the Hijlory of-tbe Trien^ 
fiial wur of the Empire by Puffcndorf. She 
correrponded regularly with the literati of 
Germany, and the wits of France, Made- 
. - moilcllc: 
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moifellc Scudcry fent the queen her works, 
and at the fame ticne recommended one of 
her friends to her notice, at the very period 
when difputea on privilege were at their 
height, and the French looked upon with 
diftruft. Chriftina anfwered M. Scudcry 
thus } " How amazing is it, that Made* 
♦* moifcUe Scudery, who has wrote lb well 
*« upon the tyranny of faftiion, Ihould be 
*• unacquainted with that now eftabliflied 
•* at Rome J Indeed you have rccommcnd- 
**.cd your friend very unfortunately. Do 
•^ you know that Frenchmen would 
<^ find it a much eafier talk to gain admit* 
«< tance to the favourite Sultana than to 
*« me ? though I am not the objeft of 
*' love or jealoufy to any fultan, and am, 
*« I thank heaven, entirely free, even among 
" Italians. A kii^ of paflGon, hitherto 
*• undefined, is fuMkuted in the place of 
^' that love ind jealoufy which reign at 
** Conftantinople ; one of its effedts is, to 
«^* revenge an the French nation thofc, 
*« well or ill-grounded, vexations of which it 
** is pretended I have been guilty. How- 
«« ever, I fuppofe the fafiion yf\\\ not be 
«< everlafting \ and Ihould it change, I (hall 

« con* 



282 HISTORY OF CHRISTINA, 
•* convinqp your friend that a\l polite men 
** are received with plcafwrc at my houfe, 
" particularly thole who are of your ac- 
•• quaintance : it is my determined re&lu- 
" tion, however, not to imerTerc in bringing 
** about this change, tha' the fen^imcttts and 
** behaviour ofmyperf^cutors flbopid'rtmaip 
.«' eter,nally unaUctaWe; thecircumHances 
'^ pf my pail life ought to convince ipankind 
** that I havcfufficient fortitude todcpijivc 
** fhyfelf of all its indu'lgqncies without re- 

*« lu6tanq?. ^1 have n^tyri^^ly ,a vipljent 

«* aycrfion .tpi the ^fhought of Aid agf^.^xvii 
'Vcappqtiniagiae how Iiliallfe;«^r^cq¥(ftpHi 
''•cpyii^lf to bear it$ infirnpitic^ W^4s the 
^•* choice of $ld age^ pr.dcj^th, |p ipiy power, 
« I think J (hpu^d pijeftr rihp Javier ^wjth* 
^* ,9Ht ,h«l\»tiqp \- but ^Unce t^ p.^ pqiat 
.•*.jp which ^Sfe ^re never qorfulted, I ft^vJf 
'<< to n^^ke Ji£p as agliir^ble as I caa* ki 
*^ the Ifirpe ipanner, the approach oi 
^^ deaths ever pgn(5tual to hia t^iine, 
*• never diftprbs mc i I >f?ait in (i^tn 
" ejcpeijbitiQn, neither fearing .nor defiling 
*< \m artival.T-^lt is now timje to talk of 
" your 'y^orhy which are levnc^r ufeful, 
^« apd agreeable, You fo artfully eqibeUiOi 

" the 
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" the, fine things you f^y, that I am. quite 
" charmed I For how many delightful mor 
«< ments am I indebted to you! and hpw 
^^ impoifible do I find it to repay them; 
«/ yet Ctell pe) ace you, who write fo cle- 
^/ gantly, excufab}e for letting the pcince 
«* of Cpnde die without beftowing ap elo- 
*< gi.um ypon hipi either in. vcrfc orprofe ? 
<^ What an irreparable lo£s tof riuice I what 
V a lofs to the prefeni age is that grea^ noai^ 
** who was one of its mod didinguilbed 
*' ornaments! For piyownp^rt, I b^^c re- 
** gwtted him ^ f^qfce^y «5 tWjr^f hi* bcft 
f< friends ; and n3:uft ^i$ft op yp^r Wfiiiog 
<^ fomething worthy a hirq cf ry<>ben(\ioen€ 
<^ and cxtr^prdin^ry 41M^(>. In «iy P.pi- 
^Vmon» ^ pr;iHc ^oTe ^ho d^ferve conir 
« .oiendatiion, is pjjcfjf 4ifeenJoft jre&oediOf 
<* all our pUa(iu)eiS ; and jNfo4^<lK)Uelle 
«• Scudery, whofe ^lenis are fo eiqp(ce&ly 
*< calculat^ed for panegyric, qan never re- 
** fufc her encomiuovs tO'fuch a prince!'* 

it appears |tl)fit the gr^at Conde wa^ fiill 
Chri|liAa'.s hero : fiit ex^Ued {him above all 
the n^pft fampus warriors anci^mqrino- 
dern^ a^d regarded hin?> according to her 

owa 



284 HISTORY OF CHRISTINA, 
own cxpreflioii, as an honour to hu- 
manity^ 

1688. The prince royal of Sweden, 
who afterwards became fo renowned undei' 
the title of Charles XII. wrote to Chriftina 
when he was about 'fix years old. The 
queen prognofticated, with great truth, the 
luftre this prince would one day reflect on 
the Swedifli monarchy, by his virtues and 
valour;^ but that part of her predic« 
tion undoubtedly proved fallacious, which 
announced a happy reign to Sweden, 
founded on the wifdom of his government* 
Charles was as ignorant in the cabinet as 
he was ikitful in the field. 

Chriftina difpatched the marquis del 
Monte into Sweden ; he was fon of the 
marquis fhe formerly employed in the 
management of her affairs at Stockholm* 
The queen had obliged this young Italian^ 
to marry a rich heirefs, niece to Monal- 
dcfchi, in fpite of the repugnance he tefti- 
fied to an alliance with a name which 
Chriftina's vengeance had made too fa- 
mous : this was an additional motive for 
her prefiing the marriage, willing to re- 
pair. 
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pair, in fome meafure, the difgrace ifae had 
brought on the family of Monald^fchi, by> 
public marks of efteem and confideration, 
Dotwithftandtng the crime of the guilty 
perfou^ put to death by her authority. 

The father of the marquis del Monte 
died fuddenly, to the great regret of the 
queen» who had di'awn conGderable advan- 
tages from his zeal, attachment, and ta^ 
lents. She undertook the melancholy 
talk of breaking the news to his fon, and 
of endeavouring to confole him. ^^All 
^< that I am able to do for you, in this try- 
f ^ ing moment (faid (he) is to aflure you 
*^ that whatever tendernefs your father felt 
" for you is bequeathed to me ; and that 
*' for* the future you (hall be my fon, at 
** lead of affedlion ! — ^What is mortality ? 
*< nothing but dufl: and afhes : rememiiHsr^ 
^* we muft all vanifh away like fhadows :— - 
^^ life is no more than a dream ; it fparkles, 
*^ and difappears like a momentary flafliof 
** lightning : — we are all running our race 
^* towards eternity. — I will fend you your 
*• patent of ma/ier of the bcrfe^ which I 
^* have already bcftowcd on you.— Rcqueft 

" Heaven 
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«*Heavfeh ta preftrve my life, and you 
" (hall fee what honours I rcfcrvc for 
« you/* 

The court of Stx)ckli6lm was perpetu- 
ally raifing new difficbltSes to retard xh6 
payment of the queeii^s revenues*: depriv- 
ed of her penfion froni the Apoftdic* 
chamber, and more diffbfive in her ex* 
pences and liberalities everyday, flie' hiid 
more occ^on than ever for the regular 
remittance of her annuity. — — ^The mar- 
quis del* Monte defpiired of fucceeding iti 
his application, ahd defcribed to the queen 
his fears and diftruft of his own abilities^ 
who re affured and encouraged hisiriexpe- ^ 
rierice. " Do you affill him (faysf ChriC- 

* tina to the governor of her domains) 

* let hinr fde that you place fbnie confi- 

* dcnce in him ; I will arifwerfpr his fidc- 
•'lity, and other requifites will ripen in 

* time. In your fchttol he will form hi? 
< conduA ; the marquis ha$ not had the 

good fortune to' be taught By fo'ablc a 
« mafter ; — he is folcly my work. — Mei| 
' of experience afe alone capable of excr 

* cutirig ftate-affairs ; but the execution 

of 
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^ of dare .afFaifs will in time make men of 
^' experience ! ** 

All Chriftina's letters that are extant are 
filled with fuch domeftic and oeconomical 
eircumftanceS, for ihe herfclf gave the ne- 
ceflfary inttru£lions to her minifters and 
officers, regulated their plan of adbion, and 
flcetched out all their proceedings. One 
cannot help remarking the extent of her 
care and attention to the minuted objedts,. 
as well as her exqulGte fenfibility on every 
trying occa(ion, and that pundilious nicety 
ihe difplayed in the (lighted points of cere* 
monial. 

The true intered of the different courts 
of Europe engroffcd her attention equally 
with herperfonal affairs ^ and (he had a pe- 
culiar pleafure in exercifing her political 
penetration on the fchemes of its refpcftive 
princes. That piercing and exten five per- 
ception fhe pofTefTed was feldotn midaken ; 
and, as die ufcd to fay, " Terredrial adro-* 
*« logy is more infallibje than celcdial, in 
«« prognodicating future events !" — The 
greated part of Europe was then in 
motion; divifions had arifen among its 
princif^al powers, and the jealoufy they 

dif. 
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difcovcrcd of the court of France^ forced 
that nation again to unflieath the fword, in 
order to make its grandeur and (Irength re- 
{peftable, Chriftina's obfer vat ions on the. 
events in Odober 1688, are as follow : 
«* Fire and flames are once more kindled 
** in Germany. The king of France has 
<< ftruck a mafterly ftroke ; had he aded 
«• with equal vigour fifteen or twenty years 
•* ago, he muft have gone great lengths, 
•* indeed ! What moft llrongly excites my 
*« attention is, the part Sweden will a6t in 
** the public drama ; and the difcovery of 
** the grand defignsof the prince of Orange : 
*« my fears for the king of England arc 
«« very great. — The prince of Orange has 
** parts and courage ; I cannot believe he 
** would inconfideratcly engage in fo im- 
<< portant an affair without an almoft abfo- 
** lute afluranceof fucccfs. The Pope, who 
** has ever been unwilling to interpofe in 
^ the affairs of the king of England, has at 
" laft confented •, we ftiall fee the confe- 

^* quence. ^The termination of the ficgc " 

*^ of Philipfburg will regulate matters here ; 
•* for my part, I have hardly any doubt 
^ but it wQl be taken s however, we muft 

•* "wait 
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** wait the event ; IcxpcftColognandStraf- 
" bourg will (hare the fame fate. — Let us 
** fee if the power of workiog miracles, 
«* with which the houfe of Auftria fecms 
<< endowed, will be as efficacious in its ope* 
*< ration agaioft France, as it has been 
** againft the Turks ? 

" The world is now prefented with a 
** fcene of action that will draw tears from 
** the one half of Europe, and fmiles fronj 
"the other." 

•* P. S. Certain intelligence is arrived 
** that the Dauphin commands the army, of 
" the bcfiegers at Philiplburg ; fo that 
** France has broke the treaty by attacking 
♦< the emperor firft : What fay you to this 
^^move? There will be great revolutions 
" in our part of Europe. — I think, in a 
** fhort fpace of time, you will alfo have the 
«* plcafure of feeing Rome attacked. This 
** is an affair that twenty-four hours will de- 
** termine. You, will fee wonderful events 
** happen loon. — Every body here trembles, 
«« except myfclf." 

1689. Chriftiha's prediftions were ful- 
ly accomplilhed. Louis XIV. made 
the empire refped his arms; and not- 
O withftanding 
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.withftanding .che thundered excomtrtyi^i- 
cation, his ami^Oadors at Rome f^p- 
ported the privileges of their rank m^ 
dignity. King James and his famify 
were forced to fly ftom England, aban- 
doning the throne to his fon-in law thi 
prince of Orange. Chriftinaintcrefted her- 
fcjf in fomepart of thefe calamities, cbfer- 
vcd the reft with qanquility, and foretold 
the misfortunes with which Europe was 
tbreatentd. 

The ele(flor of Brandenburg not ooly of- 
fered the queen a retreat worthy ofhet 
birth, but like wife propofed to affift her ma- 
jefty agatnft the perfecutions of Rome, and 
the negleA of Sweden. The daughter 
of Guftavus, perceiving (he had ftiU f(nne 
friends and protedors remaining, t^^n to 
think of leaving a place, which the divi- 
fibns that reigned there had rendered di& 
agreeable* Perhaps, £he even meditated 
a plan of ceding to the eleftoral houfe of 
Brandenburg all her claims, on condition 
0ie (hould be put in full pofleffion of tb^ 
fovf reignty of the dutchy of Brecaen 5 at 
leaft it is certain that (he carried on a pri- 
vate treaty with the ele^or s and from 

that 
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that fourcc wc are to draw rhofe reproach f.% 
and even menaces, againft the Swedish gc^ 
mnment, wWch are found in het Ifcft IrC- 
tf PS. " Be affured, fays (he to the gbver*- 
•' nor of her domains, that if all things 
** (hould not fucceed anfweraWy to ouf 
*^ wilhcs, I (hall be juft enoegh to believe 
"the fault is not yours -, nor is it, noW, 
** a matter of confequencc to me; f6r I 
**^ am inclined to have an everlafting puWte 
** quarrel with Sweden. — I hope to make 
^* that king repent his ingratitudb and in- 
*<juftice-, and obfcrve, T do not fay thefe 
" words without foundation.'* 

The queen was engaged in another ar- 
ticle with the cledor of Brandenbourg, one 
that flattered her in a high degree, as (he 
cxpreffes ir, with expciftations of felicity 
and repofe. Purfuant to her defign of re* 
fiding m Germany, (he made a propofitioii 
CO the cleflior to eonftitute him her univer* 
fal heir, if he would infurc to. her for life 
the revenues of Magdebourg and Halber^ 
ftadt. 

. AU ^efe projefts, with her own Jiftt 
drew near a final |>eriod; a dangelrobs dii^ 
order had already hurrfed her to the gates 
O2 
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^f death J when, deceived' by a fal!e gfifrt* 
mcring of health, (he faid, ** Divine Grace 
** has joined with nature arid art to work 
** a n^iracle in nay favour : they have re- 
** ftored to me life and hea]th,-^myconfti- 
** tution is yet vigorous, and has been able 
** to repel an enemy capable of killing 
** twenty HercuUs's." 

A fljorttime after her recovery, Chriftina 
was a fecond time attacked by a malignant 
fever : no longer doubting that her laft hour 
approached, (he beheld the ghaftly tyrant 
Death with the lame fortitude of foul fhe 
had always difcovered ; her dying fenti- 
ments were thofe of a good Chriftian and 
a Ronian- catholic. She requeftcd the 
Pope's protedion to her domeftics, and en- 
treated the holy father to pardon thofe un- 
guarded aftions and expreffions which flie 
acknowledged herfelf guilty of towards him: 
thisXubminion procured anabfotution from 
his holinefi. The afcendency cardinal Az- 
eolini had acquired over her mind gave him 
;an opportunity to take care of his own in- 
jtercft. He drew up a will wherein he was 
^pointed rcfiduary legme, after -the pay- 
ment of fcveral particular legacies for 

founding 



. Q^U E 5; N or S WE D D >?. . 293 
faundipg chapels and maflTcs, as well as for 
recompcofing the fidelity of the officers-and 
^donoeftics of her houihould. 

A ftatue of our Saviour, by Bernini the 
celebrated fculptor, was bequeathed to the 
rcigoing Pope, as a mark of her veneration 
And eftcen>, fayeth the will, for the vicar of 
Jcfus Chrift upon earth. 

When this tejftament was prefented to 
Chriftina, (he figned it without attending 
much to the contents. . She was arrived at 
.that moment when the foul, all abforbed in 
eternity, leeks only to difengage itfelf from 
temporal cares. She died on the x^th of 
ApiiJf 1689, at fix in the morning. Her 
funeral obfequies vrcrc very magnificent, 
though fhc had recommended the utmoft 
Simplicity to ^bc obferved ; and, notwith- 
•danding her requeft that the following 
words, only, might be engraved upon her 
monument, Vixit Christina annos . 
txiii. [Cbriftina lived fixty- three years}; 
the Pope diredcd the compofitibn of an 
oftcnratious epitaph, mfcribed. to her ho- 
nour. — She was interred in the church of 
St, Peter, in the robes ihc.had hcrfelf pre- 
O 3 pared 
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pared for this folemnity: a gilded buft of 
Chriftina yet diftinguiCbcs her tomb. 

On receiving information of the death of 
this queexi, Charles XI took immediate 
poffcflTon of thofe funds fet apart for her 
fupport, re-uniting them to the royal ex- 
chequer. Cardinal Azzolini enjoyed his 
legacy but a fhort time, or rather it only 
embarraffed him, by the oppofition he rn^t 
v^ith from the king of Sweden andthc eleAor 
of Brandenburg, furviving his benefadrefs 
only two months : his nephew inherited 
thefe rich poffeffions. 

Thus an infigtiificant gentleman froiii 
the borders of Ancona, by a firtgular ca- 
price of fortune, became heir to a queen, 
the daughter of the great Guftavus ! Pope 
Alexander VIII. of the Ottoboni fatnily, 
bought Chriftina's library, fo rich in ma- 
T\ufcripts, and added the greater part to 
that of the Vatican, where it is known by 
the title of Bibliotheca AUxandrina. 

Don Livio Odefchalchi, nephew of In- 
nocent XI. purchafed the noble colleftion 
;5)f medals j and the pidlures arid ftatiics, 
^liicbwcfeiQ great abundance^and chofen 

• with 
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with cxquifitc lafte, became, tbe,properiy of 
' a variety of virtuofi. The duke of Orleans, 
rfgerjt of France* adorned his magnificent 
cabinet JO.theP^/^/V/2-?)'/?/4t Paris^wich at leaft 
two hundred and fifty pidurcs of the bell 
Italian n^.afters. Thus the valuable curi*^ 
.pfities which Chriftina had accumulated 
were difperfed through Europe, furnifhing 
entcitainmcnt to many of its princes, 

ChriftjQ^ was born with the courage? of 
an Alexander; and the eloquence of a Tully; 
and was endowed by nature with the head 
of a Machiavel, and the hea.rt of a Titus ! 
The SwcdilK fenators, grown old in the 
fricnqe of law and ftudy of politicks, were 
unable to exprefs their aftpnilhmcnt at the 
wife ad minift ration of their young fove- 
reign. Greater fagacity, and perfeverancc 
(Cf purfuit in every circumftance of govern^ 
vernment, could not be difplayed. She 
would fee and underftand every thing; 
regularly confulting her minifters, yet never 
fuffciing her judgment to be influenced bjf 
their reputation or authority. She drew her 
own determination from their various fert- 
timents, often ftriking out new lights 
£rom the fubjedl in debate ; fothat her de- 
O 4 cifions 
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icifions were regarded and refpcdcd » tte 
cracks of rcafon. The predominant iwli- 
nation of a (Irong and adive foul, impcovjed 
bya taborioils and manly education, gave her 
j)re- eminence in the art of reigning.. Drefs 
occafioned very little interruption to bcr 
employments ; (hie detefted the figlit of a 
looking-glafs ! and though defirous of ap^ 
pearing amiabie, it muft be in her own m^f^ 
ner. She dtfpifed aH amufements and occu- 
pations that have the marks of ciFenuh 
nacy. The ftudy of ancient and modern Islj^ 
guages, profound inveftigations of iciencr, 
the cultivation of letters, and of the mo^ 
ufefui and agreeable arts» were her mm^ 
mentsi unwearied attention to every cant 
of government, and fulfilling every duty 
of royalty, were her occupations \ to under* 
take long walks, long journeys, and hunt-* 
ing-matchesj to fleep upon the dewy grai^ 
when tired with fencing, or lie awake whole 
nights, when inclined to deep, were her 
ixercifesl Her pcrfeverance and a&iviiy 
were unparalleled ; and fo fteady was her 
fefolution, that,whenan infant, (berrffa«H 
ed ffo^\ drinking feveral day?, bccaqfe (be. 
waj ,not pcrniitted to drink water alone t 

and 
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and heravcrfion to wine iJfid fpiritiious Ir- 
quors was infurmountabk. She regarded 
the fuffcrance of hunger, cold, and bca% as 
^orts. Chriftinafaas given us the outlines 
of her charaifter, and it is only a repetition 
of her own words ro fay» Jbe tvas SJiruJI' 
fuU fujpicious^ ambituMS to ixcefs^ 'fa£ionat$j 
haughty^ and inpatient \ contemptueus^ thid 
4iddi£tedto railiery \ andfilittk inclined to 
ttUgious zeal as to appear rather incredulous*^ 
tf a temperament ardent and impetuous 5 fio 
wemy to love ; iktj if we have faith to he- 
iieve ber^ was prevented from ytelding^ io 
her natural difpojiticn through pride ^ and an 
invincible repugnance to fuhmt to the au- 
fbority of another. She totally neglcfted 
all the decorums of her feir, as thinking 
them below her attention. ^^ I ftiould affc 
•* more in charader, fays (he, to difefigage 
« myfelf entirely from thefe reftraints ! 
** I was not born to be the flave of cut ' 
•^ torn?** She paifionarely wi(hed to become 
ittuftrious by great actions ; little difturb- 
t^ if fhe was likewiie diftinguifhed by a 
whfmfica^fiagularity in trifles. Her coo- 
verfatioa was frecjuently intcrlafded wiffi 

oaths i 
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Chriftina^ in the leifure of rctircmeDfy 
compofed fevcral works of genius: the 
thoughts arc elrgant md judicious^ 9,tvX arc 
icloathcd in a purr, yet crnao^ented dic- 
tion: her exceofive correfpondence with 
princes and fcholars in all parts of Eu- 
rope occafioned her writirvg a prociigtous 
number of letters, in variety of ]aogiiage$^ s 
and atfout the year 1681, (he began a hif- 
toryof her life, in French, dedicated to 
God. Only a fnignaent of this work is 



•^ Htt aad plame^iDd ribbMdt xkA 

** Fore ni4'aft, in ctrelefs prUe| 

** By bcr gallMt iiMitial mif n> 

** Like att AmtzoDiu) qiief»<-i. j 

" Nofe from Jtooum conful rpraag, 

** And a fi«rce virago's tongue i 

" Largt eyct« new fw^et, and now krtM^ 

" T«H Of, *tisChnftifn dear...* 

*' She who fate at Leaming'i hdn^ 

•♦ Yet give epboth church add realm 

*' For no etrthly recompenfe : 

** She whofe knowledge was ionpesfe, 

<< Without faith a Angle grain-.- 

*< Damn*d, as Lutherans malntaife— * 

«• Sainted by the prieft of RoiAe ; 

<< Bat whatever be her doom, 

** Heaven or hell, or joy 6r fhanM^' 

** She hMlefra deatftleff fiame,** 



• I 
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favid from oblivion, which extends no far- 
ther than the firft part of her rclgh ; nor 1$ 
It knowti Whether fhe continued her plan 
to a later period. 

She alfo wrote remarks on two abridg- 
ments, digefted unfder her own infpeftion;^ 
to the time of her abdication, and entitled, 
^Annals of her reign. ■ 

There is ftill extant too, A Colledion of 
Mifcellaneous Thoughts, divided into chap- 
ters. She likewife drew tip a plan for a 
metallic hiftory 5 and Qompofed a Diflerta- 
tion on the Orjgin and Arms of the royal 
Houfe of Vafa •, together with fome Criti- 
cal Reflexions on the Life and Aftions of 
C«far and Alexander the Great. This 
queen furnilhed Alexander Guidi with the 
firft 0cetch of his paftoral, called £ndy- 
mion, enriching this poem with feveral 
ftanzas of her compoiition ; a lingular fa- 
vour, as (he (eldom amufed herfelf with 
writing verfes in any language boc ber 
own. 

I (hall not pafs any judgment on thefe 
various produfUons > it belongs ^^the im- 
jpartial reader to e nnnate their merit, al- 
ways 
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ways remembering the time and circum- 
ftances in which they were compofed : but, 
whatever imperfeftions the critics may dif- 
covfr, it muft be granted that thefe pieee$ 
are the refult of a warm imagination and 
an enlightened underftanding, and are 
alone fui&cient to gain Chriflina the wreath 
of immortality I 
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